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ABSTRACT 
Mosque is the first and the most critical base of Muslims in the arrangement of worldwide 
government.Toward the starting, this base was built up by prophet Muhammad (PBUH) as 
the spot of advancing and spreading Islam, an extremely solid structure that no different 
spots on the planet can achieve its immaculateness, holiness and appeal. In the modern 
world, most of the peoples who come to the mosques are actually an elderly. Youth seem 
not interested to join and come to the mosques. The main objective for this paper is to 
identify factors and reasons of youth for not coming to the institutional of mosque. This 
paper consists of three parts which is the current scenario of youth and mosques in 
Malaysia. Besides, the second part will discuss about the reasons youth didn’t come to the 
mosques. The third part is to discuss some case study of good mosque where youth 
participating in the institutional of the mosques. From this paper, people will know and 
aware that participating of youth are important to build a strong ummah for the society. 
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INTRODUCTION 

 

 Altaf Husain said that youth hardly feel welcome. They are essentially informed that they ought to be seen 

and not listened. Their ability, energy, and crude energies are not acknowledged in the masjid; nor does the 

masjid initiate them to make important commitments. Youth who are not accustomed to the mosque from 

children will feel awkward to come to mosque when they are youth. Early education from parents also plays a 

role in fostering interest in youth to the mosque (Asif, N., et al, 2015). The mosque is a place of other than using 

it as a place to prayer, which also serves as an educational institution, religious and social activities of others. 

The word 'mosque' is derived from the original Arabic word which from 'Sufi dan fiilmaninjasadja' which means 

'worship'. The mosque is an important position in the development of morality and human nature.  It is also a 

sign of Islam religion History has shown how important the role of the clergy in the personal character of the 

human form with the mosque as an intermediate device. The role of the mosque in human life is clear and the 

role of the various mosques as religious centres it can enhance the character and nobility as well and serve as a 

centre to promote awareness and vitality of the community (Rasdi, M.T.H.M. and N. Utaberta, 2010). 

 As stated by Dr. Makhmud Syafe’i, in the days of Prophet Muhammad (PBUH), mosque is the strategic 

role whether he is in Makkah or even after he moved in Madinah. In Makkah, mosque Al-Haram serve as a 

place for socialize the revelation openly, thus inviting the negative reaction that really hard from the polytheists 

Quraysh, such as stoning or camel dung as it happened to Abdullah ibn Mas'ud, for example.Quba mosque, as 

well as a place of worship that was its main function, also as the education and teaching of Islam. Therefore, 

Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) place Muadz ibn Jabalas priest and religion teacher at the Quba Mosque 

(Makhmud, S., 2012). 

 Badreh (2013) said that mosque in developing country and city rarely used by the peoples around the 

mosque (Raeisian, G. and M. Badreh, 2013). This may cause by people who lived in that area who are usually 

working peoples. Other than that, youth are also not interested and away from the mosque itself. As per a study 

by Ihsan, just 41 percent of mosques have consistent youth involvement. This data shows that lack of youth 

involvement in mosque institutional in 2001(Bagby, I.,   2001).  
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2. Literature Review: 

 Raeisian,Gh., Badreh said that over exactly cities, mosques are done control about a few people and would 

open to peoples for just some occasions. This makes a bargain discourages youth starting with setting off to 

mosques and abatements trust about individuals to board of trustee of mosque. Therefore, making mosques 

exclusive, opening it main for some period and also decorating it without giving attention on spiritual aspects 

for mosques. Furthermore, bring material that more money related profits of them would be factors that keep 

youth from setting off on mosques and transform their perspective to it (Rasdi, M.T.H.M., 1998). 

 A mosque where there is no accommodations for everyone and just open for everyone and giving lectures 

right after the solah. These quietly strict activities organize by the committee of mosques makes the mosque as a 

place only for worship whereas there are many activity can be done at mosque for example fardhu ain classes, 

sports activities, seminars, motivational speech and many more.  Mostly, the members of the mosque committee 

consist of group of people age 40 and above (Asim, Q.M., 2011). 

 Qari Muhammad Asim also stated that the youngsters have altogether different needs with elderly. Their 

vision for the mosque is altogether different to that of their older folks, and a percentage of the youth trust that 

the present structure or vision of the larger part of mosques is not ready to meet the religious and social needs of 

the youngsters, and the open door is not being given to the youth to be included in the advancement of their 

group. 

 Yassir Fazaqa stated that youth feel like their presence is not being appreciated and doesn’t feel the 

belonging when they are in the mosque. Adults normally are being sarcastic and not welcoming youth to the 

mosque.  For them, youth only want to disturb their activities, doing vandalism by destroying mosque facilities, 

but not coming for worship.  The mosque committee should change their perception towards youth to encourage 

youth to come to the mosque. Altaf Husain,Qari Muhammad Asim and Yassir Fazaqa both agreed that youth 

feels that their absences are not welcomed and not being appreciated by the mosques society.  

 Badreh, (2013) said that youth feel uncomfortable to go to the mosques because most of youth nowadays 

assume that mosques is a place for spending leisure time. Although, it’s good to go mosque even only to spend 

leisure time. Since youth spending a leisure time in the mosques, mosque committee should prepare a suitable 

activities for the youth so that rather than just wasting time by spending leisure time without doing anything 

they have something to do and also can gain knowledge with the activities.  In this regard, accurate and basic 

management of mosque can have role on filling leisure time of people and youth whether with religious aims or 

community activities. If the mosques are used as a tool to achieve non-divine and worldly aims, people will be 

more away from it (Utaberta, N., 2011). Long lectures and no interested with the topic lecturing at mosques are 

one of the causes youth stay away from mosques. If the preacher and speaker use short and useful sentences in 

short time full of scientific and ideological information, people will be more attracted to the mosque.  Mosque 

committee should be more creative in creating an activities for the youth in the mosques.  To be more effective, 

it must be more attractive if the mosque committee can provide a calendar for the program either annually or 

monthly bases.  So that youth will be eagerly waiting for the mosque committee to bring out the monthly 

scheduled activities. 

 

3. Case studies: 

The King Fahad Mosque: 

 Instead of just let the youth consistently complacent and increasingly do not like going to the mosque, King 

Fahad Mosque take an initiative to provide many activities to attract youth to come to mosque frequently.  King 

Fahad Mosque is committed to fulfilling the spiritual and religious needs of its Muslim community especially 

the youth. One way that they do to attract youth in their community to come to the mosque by creating a youth 

group.  The group was name Muslim Youth Symposium of America or MYSA.  The main objective of this 

youth group is to foster and enrich the spiritual, social, and religious development of Muslim Youth by 

providing supplemental Islamic education and promoting community service, charity and recreational 

experiences.  

 MYSA group of King Fahad Mosque have a strong and clear mission.  They want to empower Youth to 

develop leadership skills for the service of the muslim community and society at large. MYSA also want to 

integrate in all vital aspects of American society with active participation while preserving the Islamic identity. 

They also want to create youth from the MYSA Group to become a representative to voice of main stream Islam 

by bridging the gap, promoting mutual dialog and understanding between muslims and non-muslims. 

 There are many objective of establishing the MYSA Group. Firstly, they want to provide muslim youth 

with a balanced approach and religious orientation. This is one of the important element to forming a strong 

identity and personality among youth. The management of the committee also prepared and organize a program 

to enhance leadership skills. Besides, the MYSA establishment also want to create short, mid and long term 

strategies as a response to the muslim youth needs and aspirations. All of the activities that the MYSA already 

plan and arrange are to attract and nurture youth participation in hige educational level. MYSA also want to 
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encourage participation in civic duty in all levels of government. On top of that, MYSA have an objective to 

cultivate within the American muslim youth to serve society at large by helping the needy such as poor and the 

elderly. To gather many youth to work together, they can organize social functions as a community outlet for 

young muslims. With that kind of activities, it can cultivate the spirit of cooperation among them and improve 

their leadership skill among them.  

 
Fig. 1: The King Fahad Mosque. 

 

 Next objective of the MYSA group are they want the youth people organize an events that promote multi 

faith harmony such as visiting different places of worship in order to understand others without prejudice and 

initiate different educational programs with them.  MYSA also Act as a resource for American muslim youth 

facing social and emotional difficulties or crisis.  This will decrease the social problem among muslim youth 

because they can refer to MYSA at King Fahad Mosque for consultation.  Lastly, their objective wants to create 

a creativity program, a program that share talent andexpertise with other youth members.  This program can 

increase confident and creativity among youth and can train them to speak in front of others without fear. 

 Some of the activities that the MYSA group of King Fahad Mosque had list such as monthly board 

meetings, annual youth conference, monthly visitation hospital and senior citizens home, annual youth 

leadership training trip to Sacramento legislature, Quran tafseer and study classes, campus outreach host tours of 

the Masjid and Islamic awareness to students and become host for multi faith meetings and visit from other 

religious institutions. 

 

Masjid Al Barakah, Kedah: 

 Masjid Al Barakah is located at Sungai Petani, Kedah.  It has been shown by the Prophet mosque is the 

centre of the Muslims in anything sphere of human life. Mosque as an important institution in the Muslim 

community also has a responsibility not to miss and role. Therefore, the mosque should serve to prevent the 

youths from engaging in work and activities that are not good and corrupting. 

 

 
 

Fig. 2: Masjid Al Barakah, Kedah. 

 

 Activities mosque should determine the direction of activities aimed at teenagers and youth life sciences 

building, the robustness of faith, moral character and subtlety of the younger generation to realize the life of 

Islam. 

 Among the activities that can be carried out as has been done in the Masjid al-Barakah, Kedah is an 

education activities which is consists of a group of youth studying. Other than that, in sports activities there have 

a program with participation in various sports programs organized by various parties. Welfare activities such as 

cooperating to cleaning the mosques and villages are also have been done in Masjid al-Barakah. Others welfare 

activities is to assist the success of programs mosque, services of home feast, services at home that there is 
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death, and services for cleanliness of the village. Next, Masjid al-Barakah also used to have an expedition to 

mount Jerai and also to Terengganu.  

 

4. Conclusion: 

 Islam maintains the mosque as the inside for the Muslims to love Allah. As Allah has given us clear rules 

on the best way to deal with our life, the mosque additionally ought to be utilized to the greatest limit where we 

can tie the quality of the ummah and enhance their life through any exercises sorted out by the mosque. Through 

the headway of innovation, we ought to utilize it for the sole purpose of flourishing the muslims youth.  

 Based on the above writings, the involvement of youth in the mosques is still very small. However, the 

youth should be actively involves in the mosques as youth in King Fahad Mosques and Masjid Al Barakah. 

With a proper activities and involving more youth in the mosque committee, more or less it can attract others 

youth to join and become part of mosque committee as stated by Raeisian,Gh., Badreh, M.(2013). Other than 

that, Qari Muhammad Asim also stated that the youngsters have altogether different needs with elderly with 

engagement with the mosques. Lastly, as stated by Yassir Fazaqa, youth feel like their presence is not being 

appreciated and doesn’t feel the belonging when they are in the mosque. 
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