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ABSTRACT 
As the economy rises dramatically, cities are becoming increasingly crowded places with 
multicultural and multi-religious dwellers. Mosques, with their unique culture and 
architecture, thus become significant places that attract concern and interest from non-
Muslims community. However, the etiquette for non-Muslims in mosques are often 
interpreted differently when we look at the rules in the mosques across the world. The 
impacts of different understanding among multicultural communities about non-Muslims 
in mosques should not be underestimated when Islam nowadays are being treated with 
much misunderstanding. In order to generate mutual agreement, especially among non-
Muslims and Muslims, this essay, discuss on the extent a non-Muslim can involve in 
Mosque activities in different societies and its reasons by analyzing the visiting etiquette 
required for selective mosques, each with its particular cultural background. 
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INTRODUCTION 

 

 There are sentences in Quran that forbid polytheists from entering mosques. "It is not for such as join gods 

with Allah, to visit or maintain the mosques of Allah while they witness against their own souls to infidelity. 

The works of such bear no fruit: In Fire shall they dwell." (Quran, Sura 9 (At-Tawba), ayah 17) (Sahih 

International, 2004). Although Quran seemed to show no tolerance on polytheism, which is practiced by 

numerous community to enter mosques, monotheists are not entirely forbidden in mosque (Utaberta, N., 2011).  

 On the other hand, Assoc. Prof. Dr. Spahic Omer of International Islamic University Malaysia believed that 

non-Muslims should be allowed to be in mosques under a few conditions. First, they enter with permission; 

second, they are aware of the etiquettes inside the mosque, third, they should never show dishonor to the 

sanctity of the mosque; lastly, their activities in the mosque are under the watch of Muslims (Omer, S., 2013). 

 Moreover, there were a number of scholars that believed Prophet Muhammad once gave permission to 

Christians to carry out Sunday prayer in Al-Masjid al-Nabawi. "... When their worship time came, they stood up 

to perform their worship in the Prophet‟s mosque. Messenger of God said: “Let them (worship)” and they 

prayed towards east." (Interpretation of the 61th verse of Surah Al-I Imran (3:61) in Ibn Kather Tafseer) (Abdul-

Rahman, M.S., 2009) 

 If it is agreed many scholars that non-Muslims are allowed in mosques, then the next issue is: what are the 

rules for them in order to maintain the purity of mosques? To start the discussion, it is important to know first 

the definition of mosque in Islam and what does it assembles in Muslim society.  

 

2. Mosques In Islam: 

A Place to Worship Allah and appreciate the Teaching of Islam: 

 Mosques are important places for Muslims to worship Allah. Muslims pray five times per day, mosque is a 

perfect place for them to meet in the mosque and pray together, bowing and prostrating to the qiblah 

direction(Rasdi, M.T.H. M.  and N. Utaberta, 2010). 
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The Mosque belongs to who?: 

 A Muslim does not belong to a mosque, nor does any mosque belongs to any Muslim. All Muslim should 

be able to use mosques of the whole world. 

 Everything about a mosque and within a mosque is sanctified in the name of Allah and it should not be 

regarded as a property of any individual or organisation. This is why in most circumstances, a mosque should 

not be sold, mortgaged or rented for any purpose. However In non-Muslim countries where granting of 

permission to build mosques are relatively tricky, other buildings are converted to mosques for temporary usage. 

Then this should not be applied to those temporary mosques (Ireland, I.F., 2015) 

 

3. Rules & Regulations For Non-Muslims In Malaysia Mosques: 

         Expected Non-Muslims etiquette in mosques differs across the countries. There are some data collecting 

work done to analyse appropriate etiquettes that should be followed when one is visiting the mosque. In this 

case, even different mosques in the same area have their own standard (Rasdi, M.T.M. and N. Utaberta, 2010).  

 

Respecting Prayers Time: 

 The first common "rule" that is strictly implemented by almost all mosques in Malaysia which welcome 

non-Muslims visitors is to avoid visitation during prayers time.  

 

 
 

Fig. 1: Visiting time open for tourists in Malaysia National Mosque. 

 

Taking Off the Shoes: 

 Not only to maintain the purity and holiness of mosques often symbolise, the hygiene requirement in 

mosques is high, reasonably for worshippers touch many parts of their body on the carpet during prayers. 

 

Dress Code: 

 This is the part most confused by non-Muslims visitors since different mosques possess different standards, 

while some would simply expect visitors to wear with their own understanding. Famous mosques that house 

visitors everyday normally have a notice board clearly indicating dress code for visitors. Some mosques such as 

Putra Mosque and Malaysia National Mosque provide robes to be borrowed in case visitors do not have proper 

outfits. 

 

 
 

Fig 2: Visitors wearing borrowed robes in Putra Mosque. 

 

Remain Silence: 

 Since there are prayers and other activities being carried out the whole time in mosque, visitors should 

lower  their voices and be respectful all the time in mosque. Visitors with small children should especially 

prevent their children from running and making loud noise in mosques. 

 



89 

 

Photos and Videos: 

 Visitors are often allowed to take pictures of architecture and objects in mosque. However, it shows little 

respect to take photos of worshippers carrying out their Islamic rituals. 

 

Bodily Odors: 

 Since one of the core elements of Muslim belief is cleanliness, visitors should avoid dirt and strong smells 

on their body while visiting mosques. 

 

4. Expected non-muslims etiquette in mosques in other countries: 

 The studies are focused on two culturally juxtapose groups, which is the Middle East countries and Western 

Countries. 

 

Common Rules for Visitors: 

 The universal rules for non-Muslims visitors are more or less the same across the world. The main 

etiquettes include: be quiet and respectful while visiting mosques; greets people with "Assalamo Allaikum" and 

answers "Wa 'alaikum-as-salam"; do not touch people of opposite sex, and not to tack pictures of worshippers 

without permissions (Kaushar Tai). In the next paragraph, I will discuss the noticeable differences of visitors 

etiquettes for mosques in overseas.  

 

Visiting Time: 

 In Middle East countries, just like Malaysia, the mosques are closed for non-Muslims during five daily 

prayers. However, in Western Countries and the United States, some mosques are purposely open during Friday 

for non-Muslims to visit. 

 

Issue: Parents Banned Students From Mosque Visit Over Safety Fears: 

 Current news about attack of terrorists worried the parents in Lostwithiel School, England whose school 

held a mosque visit with the aim of showing the children the differences between true Islam and the false 

Islamic image presented by extremists (Farenhite, 2011). 

 There are 10 per cent pupils forbidden by their parents to join the visit. The parents' worries clearly show 

the urgent need to resolve misunderstanding about Islam among non-Muslims, especially through observing and 

understanding Islamic teachings.  

 

Dress Code for Mosque-Visit in Islamic Countries: 

 Again, issue arises when visitors try to figure out the suitable, modest outfit to visit mosques. Dress code 

while visiting mosques in Islamic countries are similar with what I mentioned in previous topic about dress code 

in Malaysian mosques. 

 

 
 

Fig. 3: Dress code for Sheikh Zayed Mosque 

 

 However,  dress code is being treated more loosely in Turkey. Elbow length shirts and tight outfit are  

acceptable for female visitors. 

 

5. Analysis And Synthesis Regarding Different Expected Non-Muslims Etiquette In Mosques: 

Visiting Time:  

 Closing time for mosques in different countries varies depends on the purpose of non-Muslims' visit to the 

mosques. Take Turkey as an example, Blue Mosque is an tourist attraction spot where visitors come with the 

purpose of admiring its historical and aesthetic values. The appreciation of history and architecture can be 
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balanced with daily prayers by closing it to non-Muslims during prayers times and 2 hours for Friday prayers 

(Mosque, B., 2015). 

 
 

Fig. 4: Dress code for Blur Mosque 

 

 In contrast, purpose of non-Muslims visit to mosques in western countries like the United States, England, 

France and Germany is mainly to soften the hatred between Muslims and non-Muslims caused by extremists' 

brutal attack that draw society's condemn towards Muslims by showing them proper Islamic teachings. Non-

Muslims visitors are especially welcomed during daily and Friday prayers to observe and have an idea about 

Muslim spirituality.  

 

Dress Code: 

 From the analysis done in previous chapters, most Islamic countries apply strict dress code towards mosque 

visitors. The rationale behind this rule is because of the teaching in the most holy book in Islam, Quran that 

forbid showing of aurat. "O Prophet, tell your wives and daughters and the believing women to draw their outer 

garments around them (when they go out or are among men). That is better in order that they may be known (to 

be Muslims) and not annoyed…." (Qur.an 33:59). Mosques is the most important sites for Islam then dress 

code, which is a vital part in Islam teachings, should naturally be followed by anyone who wish to appreciate 

these sacred sites. Besides, rate of non-Muslims that understand Muslims culture in Islamic countries are high 

since they encounter Islamic rituals all the time. People accept the rules easily when there are mutual 

understanding between rule-makers and rule-takers.  

 On the other hand, in certain Islamic countries like Turkey and Indonesia, implementation of dress code 

towards visitors is loosen. One example is the Blue Mosque in Turkey. In the case of Turkey, the historical 

factors cause it to receive much influences from western countries. Although majority of its population is 

Muslims, a lot of them consider themselves to be not religious. Since the citizens themselves prefer western 

outfit, naturally tourists will not be expected to follow strict Islamic dress code while making a visit to mosques.  

 In many non-Islamic countries where Muslims are the minority, dress code appears to be more western-

oriented. The main reason is due to high conscious of individual freedom and openness pioneered by Western 

nations. While we, as a part of this majority Muslim country see the act of respecting dress code in mosques as 

symbol of politeness, some perceive it to be interference of freedom and the forcing of Islamic concept into 

visitors, especially when it comes to the case of children. When even loose application of dress code can lead to 

argument within Muslims and Non-Muslims, not to mention the possible conflict that might happen if the 

mosques were to enforce strict dress code in mosques.  

 

6. Case Studies: 

Christian clerics attend Muslim prayers at Jamia Mosque: 

 Christian clergymen from a variety of churches were welcomed in Nairobi‟s Jamia Mosque, joining 

Muslims for Friday prayers. The aim was to bridge the growing distrust between Muslims and Christians, 

especially when violent extremism seemed to dominate the news nowadays. Sheikh Abdullatif Essajee, who 

delivered the weekly sermon, believed that, since this two faiths indicates all humans were descendants of Adam 

and Eve, meaning everyone is the member of one family, and thus should have more that unites rather than 

divides(Adow Mohamed, 2015).  

 

Chinese Mosque (Masjid Muhammadiah) in Kelantan:  

 Chinese Muslims are the minority within minority due to the definition of Federal Constitutional being 

Malay as anyone who professes to the religion of Islam, speaks Bahasa Melayu and practices Malay customs 

and cultures. Many assume that a Chinese who converted into Muslim would automatically becomes a Malay. 

However there are a lot of Chinese Muslims that want to embrace Islamic teachings without having to forget 

their ethnic roots and traditional values inherited from the ancestors.   

 The establishment of Masjid Muhammadiah was based on the idea of bringing communities from different 

backgrounds together and create understanding about Chinese Muslims. It is a place owned by all races. 

Adaptation of Chinese architecture and cultural events in this mosque shows the zeal and dedication to build 
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bridges within the wider community‟s perception and understanding, and ultimately create that bond and trust 

where people can come together regardless of their background to work towards a common good.   

 

Synthesis From Case Studies: 

 The bold actions create some precedents of non-Muslims taking part in Muslims prayer. The main objective 

is to lessen, if not totally resolve the explosive relationship between Muslims and non-Muslims. This is vital 

especially when extremists misrepresent Muslims and the fact that multicultural societies are drastically 

emerging around the world now than ever. Having people of other religions to understand and learn about one 

religion is not only generous but also a big step in creating a peaceful community. The more we understand one 

another, the more we will realise that: no any race, culture or religion is better than another, we are just different 

in our own ways (Alexandra Howson, 2009).  

 

Conclusion: 

 In summary, mosques are recommended to have their rights to formulate the rules for visitors according to 

their religious considerations. Wearing modest outfit should not be a problem since mosque is a religious site 

and those rules are reasonably set according to the religious teachings. Tension arises only because of the lack of 

understanding and tolerance between Muslims and non-Muslims. In Malaysia, the over-whelming news of 

racism give us a peek on the accelerating trend of social conflict including that of Muslims and non-Muslims. In 

order to reconstruct trust within this multicultural society, Malaysian mosques can consider allowing visitors to 

appreciate the beauty of Islam, not only the architecture, but rather the teachings of it, with conditions that 

prayers are not interrupted in mosques. 
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