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ABSTRACT 

Background: The landscape development changes in Malaysia are commonly happening 
due to the development and planning from authority and third parties; investors, foreign 
companies and etc. Every changed that has happened implicated their very own result 
depending on the place itself whereby it is reacted between human and environment. In 
the case of rural Malay fishing village in Malaysia, the landscape changes has become one of 
the prior courses which lead to the improvement and amendment in the present and future 
discourse. And yet, due the influence of modernity, the typical identity of the rural Malay 
fishing village seem to have degraded slowly which lead to the dissimilarity or confusing 
identity of the place. Therefore, this research conducted by logical reasoning and 
documentation study method as a main tool to investigate the planning rational of the 
current practices over this course of study. The findings inform that due to the 
development changes process, modernism evolution has given bigger impact towards the 
cultural landscape of fishing village in Malaysia into the level of loss it peculiar identity in 
every place in the country. In contrast, to counter back the issues, the fisheries policies has 
to be applied with the restriction on any radical change toward the fishing village in 
Malaysia with the cooperation in all parties involved; fishermen community, local 
authority, investors and etc. 
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INTRODUCTION 

 

The landscape alteration in Malaysia has been discussed frequently in many issues happening in the present 

development. Due to the national vision 2020 to make the nation of economic and prestige (Tenth National Plan, 

2010), a lot of changes have been preceded in every aspect of cultural landscape, natural environment and 

economic opportunities. This is included the planning on the cultural landscape of rural Malay fishing village as 

one of the tourism contributor in various aspect that beneficial toward the Malaysia’s economy (Zaim Fahmi el 

al. 2013). As a result, there are many implications that have altering the cultural landscape of the originality in 

many places as such of Malay fishing village.  

A degradation identity of rural or typical Malay fishing village (Raziah Ahmad, 2013), is the result from the 

cultural landscape modification align with the modernism in introducing the modern technology with intention 

of co-existing to adapt with the environment and yet it’s not. This is because; the introduction of new modern 

element into the Malay fishing village has brought co-defection of interest among young generation in 

assimilation as fishermen community (FAO Fisheries and Aquaculture Department Homepage, 2009).  

 

Methodology: 

The cultural landscape is an adaptation between cultural and ecological values, whereas the quality and its 

function have been reconciled by the interrelation between humans and nature (Naveh, 1995). Therefore, the 

logical reasoning and documentation study method have been applied for the investigation specializes on the 

planning rational of the current practices. This method application is to reconfirming between the human-nature 
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interactions effects the characteristics of the cultural landscape in typical Malay fishing village, rather than its 

capabilities of dependent on the culture society as well as the condition of the initial landscape at any given time 

(Edited by Stephen Daniels et al., 2011). This research will produce the planning summarization for the current 

practitioner to uphold on the sensitivity elementary in producing the design and planning involving the cultural 

landscape of Malay fishing village. The study on the human-nature can be magnify into the interaction between 

environment and behavior (Environmental Behavior Studies (EBS)) which has the crucial impact on the 

environmental behavior of the cultural landscape alteration of Malay fishing village and at the same time culture 

plays a dramatic role in human’s behavior (Nor Atiah Ismail, et al., 2012). There are three different types of 

environmental-behavior systems that are shown in the Fig 1. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Fig. 1: the types of Environment-Behavior Systems in EBS (Nor Atiah Ismail, et al., 2015). 

 

The type of the Environment-Behavior Systems in EBS has shown the logical reasoning, whereby the 

cultural landscape alteration of Malay fishing village has happen from the very beginning of the early settlement 

history interface with the first type of EBS, behavior to environment. But, human response toward environment 

in many ways determination in the settling of the features based on the cultural attributes reacted such as 

religion, social structure, economics, politics, and bio-geo-ecology (Nor Atiah Ismail, et al., 2015). Therefore, 

the cultural landscape of Malay fishing village need to be identify and to be assessing their characteristics and 

features, as well as understanding their relationship with the socio-economic and cultural background, will show 

that human impact is crucially necessary in achieving a balance between the environment and its development 

(Landscape Study on Perak Malays Garden). The human interactions toward environment are shown in Fig. 2. 

 

 

Fig. 2: the interaction between Human and Environment of typical Malay fishing village. 
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In order to get the result, the general guideline and planning of the current practices need to be clarified; as 

the following standard below: 

a. Several of general guideline and planning in which commonly being use by the practitioner; 

i. Landscape corridors (metaphor) of places should be designed to create a sense of unity along the street and 

within the community; providing visual continuity and harmony (Nor Atiah Ismail, et al., 2015). 

ii. Participation strategy should identify all the places, set out what the participatory mechanisms will be, and 

the point in the process when they are to occur (Nor Atiah Ismail, et al., 2015) 

iii. Expressing the range of community values, it is an opportunity for the participant to understand better the 

multiple values (archeological, historical, cultural, aesthetic, economic, spiritual or scientific) in the 

landscape (Nor Atiah Ismail, et al., 2015). 

iv. Manage for the values and attributes identified by the statement of outstanding universal value (Nor Atiah 

Ismail, et al., 2015). 

v. The planning process may be differing depending on whether the site has a single owner and/or manager as 

with some designed gardens or multiple owners who required coordination (Landscape Study on Perak 

Malays Garden) and others. 

vi. Locate and identify the fishing village community in the area 

vii. Understand the culture of Malay fishing village before attempting to plan on change 

viii. Local involvement from the beginning assessment. 

ix. Acquire the fishermen community knowledge on the basis of trust, respect, equity, and empowerment and 

etc. 

In response toward the understanding of the planning guideline, the participant or practitioner need to know 

on how to use or when to interpret the meaning beyond a single word as such in preventing the cultural 

landscape altering in the future environment. There are many areas that have potential to obtain this recognition, 

yet, it lack of a reliable definition, identification and assessment of a cultural landscape of Malay fishing village 

in the context of each country may hinder their effort to achieve such a status (Nor Atiah Ismail, et al., 

2015).This is because the cultural landscapes created by it idiosyncratic structural element and functional 

complexities, fragility, and resilience (Nor Atiah Ismail et al., 2015). So those, in the design process and the 

observational period needs to produce the result from a combination of extensive and integrate use of nature 

resources, which occur in different overlapping (Abdullah, S.A., 2011) type of instrumental and cultural value. 

This is can be analyses through the comparison between the typical Malay fishing village and modern fishing 

village as shown the Fig. 3 below. 

 
Bil Typical Fishing Village Modern Fishing Village 

1 Fishing activities; small scale catches, low-technology, 

low capital, practices by individual mostly. 

Fishing activities; medium and big scale catches, latest 

technologies, high capital, practices by groups association. 

2 Fishing Equipment; rod and tackle, fishing arrows and 

harpoon, cast nets and small fishing boat (perahu) 

Fishing Equipment; modern technologies such as using trawler, 

net, shipping, deep sea fishing equipment. 

3 Physical character; fishermen built their temporal house 

near their private jetty, made of stilt and Nipah, Rumbia, 

Bamboo and etc. 

Physical character; provide shelter, store house, boat station; 

gather at certain area or port. 

4 Marketing activities by when through the whole villages to 
sell fish (door-to-door). 

Marketing activities through fresh market, import-export 
activities. 

 

Fig. 3: The Table Shown the Comparison between the Typical Fishing Village and Modern Fishing Village 

 

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION 

 

Referring the overall data documentation in this research study, the landscape alteration in the Malay 

fishing village has been intrude by various influence element in many places of fishing village in Malaysia. And 

yet, the following identification of the traditional fishing village in the comparison table, stated in the Fig. 3, has 

made the clear idea of the current existence fishing village in Malaysia  has experience the process of 

transitioning into the modern fishing village. In which, this can be proven in the Tenth Malaysia Plan 2011-2015 

and the development proposal from East Coast Economic Region ECER Malaysia also has come out with the 

design planning to improve the economic value for government and community. But, due to the process 

modernism evolution, it has given the bigger impact toward the cultural landscape of fishing village in Malaysia 

into the level of loss it peculiar identity in every place in the country. In contrast, to counter back the issues, the 

fisheries policies has to be apply with the restriction on any radical change toward the fishing village in 

Malaysia with the cooperation in all parties involved; fishermen community, local authority, investors and etc. 
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Conclusion: 

 Basically, the cultural landscape alteration in the form of modernism of the rural Malay fishing village need 

to have the certainty in the planning rational whereby it need to comply with the better and successful guideline 

application as such of the following planning process; 

a. Management planning need to consider on the understanding of (Nor Atiah Ismail, et al., 2015); 

i. The planning is a process not an event which setting with no limitation. 

ii. Designing the cultural landscape attach to the consideration of the future impact while preparing the 

alternative courses of action and examine the sequence from the current practices. 

iii. Provide a mechanism for thinking about treat, and opportunities and other sequences; solving problem to be 

prepares a head. 

iv. Having the proper structural application and implication to counter the causes will help to improve the 

future discourse. 

v. Take a holistic view in considering the wide range of issues, views and opinions. 
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