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ABSTRACT 

The Mosque has many roles and functions. One of them is that five daily prayer take place 
in the Mosque at their specific time; Fajar, Zohor, Asar, Maghrib and Isha. Nowadays, Eid 
Prayer; Eid-ul-Fitr and Eid-ul-Adha takes place in the Mosque, but in Prophet Muhammad 
(S.A.W) the time they used to pray Eid Prayer were in an open fields but now weather is 
not permissible to pray Salah outside. Besides of the prayer's uses, the functionality of 
mosque has changes and  increased by the passage of time and the consumer society. The 
uses of mosque for prayer is still the same which it never can be change. But, in this 
modern community in Malaysia has mixed up the functionality such as Solemnization 
event, historical places, Iftar in fasting month and mobile clinics. Therefore, this paper 
developed to identify the issues and problems of changes the functionality of mosque in 
modern community of Malaysia, which is the problem the real purpose for coming to the 
mosque for prayers are reduced compared with other activities into a new tradition that is 
more appealing to Muslims to come to the mosque. This study uses of case studies and site 
visits for Masjid As-Salam, Puchong, Selangor that has changes the environment within the 
mosque by creating many activities for the visitors to come. In this study, there are several 
problems creating too much activity in mosque in modern community. The first is the lack 
of dividing the places for different activity,  secondly, the lack of people with experience 
involve with the activity and lastly the lack of appreciation on the space planning of the 
mosque.  
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INTRODUCTION 

 

A mosque is a place of worship for followers of Islam. It is generally a very symbolic place for a Muslim, 

being a humble way for Muslims to recreate pure divine presence on earth. The primary purpose of the mosque 

is to serve as a place where Muslims can come together for prayer. Nevertheless, mosques are known around the 

world nowadays for their Islamic architecture but most importantly for its general vitality to the Muslim Ummah 

(community) (Rasdi, M.T.H.M. and N. Utaberta, 2010; Erkoçu, E. and C. Buğdacı, 2009).  

A mosque brings the community together as it acts as many things, a social centre, a community centre and 

an educational centre etc as it has many events which welcome both old and new members of the mosque. In 

addition, to holding the five obligatory daily prayers including Friday prayers, which replace the midday prayer 

as the second required prayer on Fridays (Omer, S., 2013). It is required for all men to attend mosque on Friday 

prayer. The sermons often have a strong practical slant, trying to integrate and apply Islamic beliefs and 

historical teachings into contemporary daily life. In many Islamic societies, Friday prayer often has a significant 

community or even political role. I believe sermons are significant in bringing the community together as the 

congregation is standing side by side in a line, facing Mecca, together, all united in their faith and worship of 

Allah SWT. Nowadays, Eid Salah; Eid-ul-Fitr and Eid-ul-Adha takes place in the Mosque, but in Prophet 

Muhammad (S.A.W)'s time they use to pray Eid Salah in an open field but now weather is not permissible to 

pray Salah outside (Omer, S., 2010; Hillenbrand, R., 2004).   

Mortuary is a place or area in a Mosque, where dead people are given a Ghusl, shrouded and if the Janazah 

Salah cannot be arranged quickly or burial service, then dead are kept in large freezers provided for the Mosque, 

until everything is sorted out as soon as possible, because in a Hadith, to the nearest meaning Our Prophet 
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(S.A.W) has said not to keep the dead for so long and try to bury them as quick as possible so they get their final 

destination's decision quickly (Serageldin, I., 1985).  

Mosque is also a place where Solemnization ceremony, Khutbah Nikah and Du'a takes place. Marriage 

(Nikah) is considered as an act of worship (Ibaadah) and a Sunnah of Prophet (S.A.W). 'By Allah! Among all of 

you I am the most God-fearing, and among you all, I am the supermost to save myself from the wrath of Allah, 

yet my state is that I observe prayer and sleep too. I observe fast and suspend observing them; I marry woman 

also. And he who turns away from my Sunnah has no relation with me". (Bukhari) It is virtuous to conduct it in 

a Mosque keeping the ceremony simple (Utaberta, N., 2011). Islam advocates simplicity in ceremonies and 

celebrations. Prophet Muhammad (S) considered simple weddings the best weddings. 

Outdoor activities such as carwash, foodcourt, aerobics and clinic mobile also have been created at Mosque 

As-Salam, Puchong Perdana by the community. Those activities are to attract more amongs the community to 

gather and do a healthy lifestyle besides getting closer to the mosque (Asif, N., et al., 2015). 

 

 

Fig. 1: Some activities that used the spaces for perform prayer 
 

Methodology: 

The study used method of research and empricial studies to Masjid As-Salam at Puchong Perdana that has 

many activities that becoming a main function in that mosque for the community. Research is the study of a new 

function  and how it is related to the issues in that mosque. Then a case study conducted to obtain empirical data 

and find objects directly. It is also used to identify the issues related to the issues. This study also combined with 

data relevant literature related to the object or objects. 

 

RESULTS AND DISCUSSIONS 

 

There are some issues of functionality in the mosque in the modern community. 

 

3.1  The lack of dividing the places for different indoor activity: 

Some events or event requires space to hold it. But, with the design of the floor plan of the mosque, it is 

something familiar where it provides space for prayers only. If there is a ceremony such as a breaking fast 

(iftar), they will share the space with a prayer space. This is not to say bad or sinful, but however, we can 

improve the planning for each event to be held around the mosque. So, there is no disruption to the pilgrims who 

wish to perform the prayers during the ceremony. 

 

3.2  The lack of people with experience involve with the activity: 

To hold activities in the mosque, we need someone who is experienced in the context of religion and of the 

activities to be held. This is because they can control the activity guided by Islam and not interfere with or 
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violate certain conditions when organizing activities around the mosque. This is also to avoid any elements that 

are not good or are contrary to the true purpose of building mosques as Malaysia, guided by the teachings of 

Islam and the Al Sunnah Waljamaah blatantly contrary to the teachings in the teachings of the Syiah. 

 

3.3  The lack of appreciation on the space planning of the mosque: 

Every room in the mosque should be designed. Among the must-have is a prayer room and ablutions for 

men and women separately. This is to honor any restrictions which exist between men and women. Do not 

forget also for the disabled to provide a prayer room and ablutions are typical for them. Space for activities at 

the mosque as a recital, learning the Koran and others who use prayer space should be focused on people with 

disabilities to become just the ordinary people. This is not to forget to give priority to people with disabilities as 

well as the space used correctly and properly. 

 

Conclusion: 

The function of the mosque should be maintained as a place of worship such as prayers and Friday prayers. 

If you extend the mosque as a meeting place and recreation, should be based on the experience in respect of that 

does not change the actual construction of the mosque continues to function. 
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