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ABSTRACT 
The Mosque is an iconic structure representing the Islamic faith and a place for Muslim 
worshippers and the community at large to find peace and solace within its confines. These 
structures have been a symbol of peace, cohesion and communities of all creeds and color 
have invested in them to for mutual benefit. But nowadays people do not appreciate the 
good things, take thing for granted. Punishment is not compatible with the scale of crime 
committed. The current phenomena happening that should be improved. 
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INTRODUCTION 

 

Mosque as the second home for Muslim. It supposed to be very safe and relax. It is a place to pray and to 

clear your mind. In the mosque, prayers leave all their belongings behind before go to pray, including hand 

phone, wallet and shoes. The equipment in mosque is also quite valuable, such as speakers and CCTV. But, 

nowadays we heard about a lot of cases that happen in Mosque in urban area. Urban areas are refers to well-

developed cities or towns that have high human population density and mixed culture. Mosque in urban area 

serves prayers from all over the places and locals. In this new era, not only the prayers go to the mosque, but 

also tourist visit mosque to understand more about Islam. Muslim go to Mosque for their Jumu'ah which is a 

congregational prayer (ṣalāt) that Muslims hold every Friday, just after noonin the place of Zuhr prayer. This 

makes Mosque a very important place to the communities (Rasdi, M.T.H.M. and N. Utaberta, 2010). 

The objective of this paper is to analyze the safety issue in the Mosque. For this purpose, this paper is 

consisted of four sections. Section 1 provides some about what we mean by the safety in mosque. Section 2 

gives an overview on the cases happened in local and overseas Mosque, which is the core of this study. Section 

3 discuss about the common safety issue that found in mosque and consequences. Section 4 presents the 

conclusion.  

 

2. Literature Review: 

The Mosque is an iconic structure representing the Islamic faith and a place for Muslim worshipers and the 

community at large to find peace and solace within its confines (Rasdi, M.T.M. and N. Utaberta, 2010). These 

structures have been a symbol of peace, cohesion and communities of all creeds and color have invested in them 

to for mutual benefit. To protect these places of worship and community and social integration from harm. 

There are some basic of safety and security requirements to be follow in Mosque. There are features and design 
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that help to improve the security protocols and local protocols for emergencies, such as CCTV, guard and lock 

system.  

 

Incidents of crime withing the mosques: 

In October 2015, a diver has been jailed for six months for stealing a laptop bag while its owner was 

performing Maghreb prayers inside a mosque in Dubai. He admitted that he took advantage of man praying. The 

victim explained that the bag was beside him while he was performing Maghreb prayer. The driver admitted to 

prosecutors that he stole the bag and that he had been convicted and punished in a similar case (Za’za’, B., 

2015). 

In October 2015, A MALAYSIAN man was yesterday sentenced to 16 months in prison and two strokes of 

the cane for stealing from mosque donation boxes in Brunei. The mosque was closed to the public and obviously 

he entered the mosque with the intention to commit theft. He brought a flexible ruler with double-sided tape 

fixed at the end to fish out money by inserting it in the slot at the top of two donation boxes.  He fled when he 

heard people shouting at him. The amount that he manages to take was $15. It was revealed that the defendant 

committed the theft to clear out his RM400 debt in Malaysia. His act of theft was also captured on CCTV 

camera recordings (Times, B., 2015). 

In October 2015, a man who broke into Sultan Mosque and stole about $4,000 was jailed for two years and 

three months on Monday in Singapore. He used to work at the mosque and he understands the planning and 

operation in the mosque very well. He came to know that the mosque's executive officer and his colleagues 

would keep money in the storeroom from time to time. Those funds are to run programs in Mosque. After going 

through the CCTV footage, he was able to identity suspect and lodged a police report (Chong, E., 2015). 

There were also a few cases on mosque safety that happened in our country. Just happened last May, A 38-

year-old information technology officer went on a shoe-stealing spree at Masjid Wilayah before he was caught 

red-handed by a security guard. He drove Mercedes Benz to the mosque and stole 13 pairs of shoe from an area 

where shoes were placed in the mosque (AZHAR, S., 2015).  

In November 2014, a 15 year-old boy was caught for allegedly attempting to steal a motorcycle at Masjid 

Pau Lima in Kelantan. The mob attacked the teen, hurting him at the head, body, torso and legs, before police 

took custody of him at the scene of the attempted theft. The teen then received treatment at the Raja Perempuan 

Zainab II Hospital. The teen was stripped naked by members of the public (AZHAR, S., 2015). 

 

Discussion: 

There are stealing cases happen in Mosque in all over the world. From the cases I have discussed before, 

most of the cases has a very bad punishment. I need to admit that the punishment for stealing in Mosque in rural 

area is worse than stealing in other places. But why people still have the thoughts in committing crime in 

Mosque. From the news, I have learned that people are taking granted in Mosque. Mosque gives people tranquil 

and serene ambiance which able Muslim to clear their mind and perform prayers. In this ambiance, people are 

less aware to the surrounding, which gives the advantage for those who plan to steal. Besides, they keep 

valuable things and plenty of cash in Mosque in order to operate the mosque. Those cash are mostly from daily 

donation. This can become the target for stealing. Although there is under CCTV supervise, but people still 

cannot resist from the large amount of money. There is plenty of CCTV footage showing the process of stealing 

from donation box.   

The last thing I would like to discuss is the punishment for stealing in Mosque. I understand that Mosque is 

a place of worship should be seen to be sacred. The punishment of crime committed in Mosque should be equal 

but not worst. From what I have read, in some cases, the suspects were treated very badly after get caught. The 

suspect was beaten and stripped naked. He was just a 15 year-old boy, imagine what life he is going to live after 

that. The incident that causes the unfading shadow in the rest of his life. Some even sadder, the suspect was 

beaten to death by 4 guys for stealing in Mosque. I understand there is the anger towards the suspect in stealing 

in holy place, but everyone deserves a second chance. It is not law that punish, but public took care of it and a 

man was killed. Life is precious. The other case was a man was sentenced to 10 years in prison for stealing RM1 

while the other case was 2 years for stealing RM 2. There is no guide for scale of punishment. So the scale is 

just according to the judges. This is must be improved.  

 

Conclusion: 

In conclusion, people should rethink of what Mosque has given back to the society and start to appreciate 

the ambiance and environment Mosque has created. Mosque should have more visible security, such as guard to 

ensure the safety and security in Mosque. This is to reduce the probability of causing cases.  

Increasing awareness through preaching the values of Islam among the society as well as enacting the law 

in appropriate situations might result a decrease in these crimes. At the same time, it is also recommended to 

consider that Islam teaches us to apply its law with a view to bring positive changes in the society, not to punish 
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people without giving them a chance to correct themselves. Upholding this teaching of Islam in every aspect of 

the society can bring about positive impact in dealing with these crime cases.  
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