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ABSTRACT 

Background: Cultural landscape is a symbiosis and an understanding of a situation where 
man co-exist and cherish the relationship binding him with natural environment that is 
rich with ecological balance. This relationship is expressed usually by the rural landscape 
in which we live. Sustainable bond between man and nature forms the landscape of the 
rural residential area as a humble and peaceful setting with verdant forest and vegetation; 
which is shared by the whole community. Objectives: This paper investigates the meaning 
of cultural landscape and conservation effort of rural cultural landscape and its 
responsiveness in a village namely Kong Kong Village, Johor, located in the South part of 
Malaysia. Results: Research and landscape proposal discussed in this paper provides an 
example of cultural landscape planning and design that is not only able to empower the 
local identity and values, but also injecting potential to increase local communities income 
while preserving their eco cultural landscape values. Conclusion: Cultural landscape 
conservation is crucial in the current technological and modernization world. All human 
beings are associated with the place where they originated. Living intact with culture and 
history enabled our future generations to reach the sky; without forgetting their land of 
origins. 
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INTRODUCTION 

 

Culture plays an important role in our lives and shapes our experience. The role of culture in influencing 

landscape experience is obvious.  

The physical landscape, wherever it has been so changed by people as to make that change visually 

apparent is a direct cultural expression, even as a various arts and sciences…culture focuses in many ways, on 

the qualitative aspects of the interaction between people and people, people and nature, and people and 

landscape – the latter a product of interaction between people and nature (Nor Atiah Ismail et al., 2015). 

Culture embodies the inspirations and aspirations of local, regional, and national communities, and the 

direct, more or less refined and stylized expression of their philosophical attitudes towards landscape-

environmental qualities. The physical landscape, wherever it has been so changed by people as to make that 

change visually apparent, is a direct cultural expression, even as are the various arts and sciences (Eckbo, 

Garret, 1969). 

These influences permeate every aspect of an individual life influencing both thoughts and behavior, thus 

determining how one looks at the world (Tuan, Y.F., 1974). Kaplan et al. (Kaplan, Rachel and Stephen Kaplan, 

1997) agree that the understanding of the environmental setting elicits emotional growth, which in turn 

symbiotically influences the behavior of others.  As an example, looking into the perspectives of the Malay, 

Chinese and Indian communities, culture is manifested in landscape through religion and belief, values and 

norms and custom and behavior. As for the Malays who are practicing Islam, we believe that the landscape is 

the manifestation of the goodness; strengthening man’s devotion to the creator. This understanding forms the 

landscape of the rural residential area as a humble and peaceful setting with verdant forest and vegetation; which 

is shared by the whole community.  
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Understanding Cultural Landscape: 

Colvin (Tuan, Y.F., 1974) determines that man cannot exist independently and must cherish the relationship 

binding him with the rest. This relationship is expressed usually by the landscape in which we live. This 

statement supports the landscape evolution which has started during the Romanticism Movement. This 

movement is fundamentally the awakening point in environmental consciousness. It was developed during the 

eighteenth century through the nineteenth century where at that time, researchers have established provision of 

new scientific ideas that made possible a new perspective in rational comprehension, as opposed to the 

spontaneous enjoyment of the landscape (Appleton, J., 1975). From this moment, people start to recognize that 

there was a variety of landscape characters that determined its categories. One of it is known as cultural 

landscape. 

Lewis (Lewis, C.A., 1972) Melvick (Melvick, Robert Z., 1983), and Taylor (Nor Atiah Ismail, et al., 2015) 

define the natural landscape as that which surrounds us, where the cultural landscape is the one which man has 

adopted and shaped to suit his lifestyle and survival. Cultural landscape in Malaysia is predominantly 

landscapes of the rice fields, coconut groves and rubber plantation. Nowadays, oil palm plantation has become 

an added scenery to the cultural landscape of the country since the early 1970’s. Rice cultivated landscape is 

found in the northwestern region of the peninsular as well as along the foothills of the coastal areas in the east 

coast. Rubber and palm oil cultivated areas are mostly found along the interior, located at the foothills scattered 

along the length and breadth of the Malay Peninsula. The natural landscape is predominantly forest covered and 

coastal areas. 

Nor Atiah Ismail et al., (Nor Atiah Ismail, et al., 2015) identifies that cultural landscape often reflects 

specific techniques of sustainable land use, considering the characteristic and limits of the natural environment it 

is established in, and a specific spiritual relationship to nature. Hence, humans modify the physical and 

biological characteristic of landscape extensively and therefore protection of traditional cultural landscapes is 

helpful in maintaining biological diversity. 

Malay villages evolve from the settlement of a family or two into a cluster of homes as the family grows 

into extended families. Inter-marriages between families help to further expand the sizes of these clustered 

communities as more adjacent lands are cleared to accommodate new family units. With the increase in the 

population of this clustered community, communal necessity such as burial ground and a home for communal 

worship or mosque comes into being. The choices of locations for such facilities are the deciding factors that 

help to map the composition of the cultural landscape.  

 

Choice of Methodology In Relation To The Nature of Investigation: 

The research aims to make a careful observation and understanding of the relationship between the 

residents and their environment that creates a culturally responsive landscape. The case study is carried out in 

Kong Kong Village of Johor, Malaysia. The use of case studies as the main method for this research is 

congruent with Yin’s (1989) view that: 

“Case studies are the preferred strategy when “how” or “why” questions are being posed, when the 

investigator has little control over events, and when the focus is on the contemporary phenomenon within real-

life context” (Yin, 1989). 

It is therefore clear, that because of the nature of the investigation, this non-hypothecated descriptive 

research is susceptible to the quantitative and qualitative analysis. On this basis, the quantitative analysis is 

relevant to the field survey conducted on the nine selected houses; whereas the qualitative analysis is applied to 

the semi – structured interviews using open-ended questionnaire. 

Kong Kong Village in Johor, Malaysia is a small fishing village that is hardly noticed due to its quiet 

location in Johor Bahru district.  This village however, a hot spot for anglers.  Figure 1.0 shows the village that 

is located adjacent to Sungai Johor before water flows joining to Singapore Straits. 
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Fig. 1.0: Location map for Kong Kong Village of Johor, Malaysia 

 

The following Figure; Figure 2.0 provide a glimpse of cultural landscape in Kong Kong village (www. 

Rambleandwander.com, 2015). 

 

 
 

Fig. 2.0: A natural and cultural landscape of Kong Kong Village 

 

A cultural landscape in Kong Kong village is a tranquil coastal village. There are beaches, mangrove forest 

and natural fauna composting a beautiful natural and eco-settlement to the villagers.  

Observation method that include a systematic inventory and analysis of this village has been carried out to 

investigate the strength, opportunity, weaknesses and potential embedded in this village as shown in Figure 3.0. 

In brief, findings inform that the main issues in this village include the economic factors where the local 

community are living with low to poor income. Fishing as the main economic activity in unable to sustain 

economic prosperity of the local people. The local community is also found to have less interdependence with 

the eco and natural setting surrounding the village leaving this natural rich area unattended and unkempt. The 

locals were also found to have less appreciation to nature. Their busy schedule for fishing activities in the sea as 

their main income has been for so long, separated them from the landed natural environment.  

http://www.rambleandwander.com/
http://www.rambleandwander.com/
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Fig. 3.0: The systematic inventory and analysis Kong Kong village. 

 

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION 

 

Research and investigation of this study informs that this village is embedded with significant cultural 

landscape quality that is crucial to be preserved and conserved. An analogy of Eden Illumination is used to 

highlight importance and values of Kong Kong Village; with an intention to preserve the local cultural identity, 

ecological richness of its coastal area, improving social and economic standard of the local community by 

working hand in hand promoting the newly and organized  the image of Kong Kong Fishing Village.  

A study and technical cultural landscape conservation proposal in Kong Kong village incorporated a 

sensitive approach for the site inventory process. The Potential surface Analysis (PSA) method is also used for 

the analysis procedure as shown in Figure 3.0. The revitalization spirit carries the idea of Kong Kong village to 

be “Self-illuminous”. The conservation concept reflected the move and strategy for this village to be self-

sustenance, economically and naturally sustainable, rich with cultural values and standing strong with their 

cultural values. This cultural landscape planning concept preserve and conserve the potential of Kong Kong 

village as an important cultural tourism site in utilizing her existing natural and cultural richness. Kong Kong 

village as the eco cultural tourism center will increase sources and economic income; thus elevated the 

community economic, social confidence and individual motivation as shown in Figure 4.0. The preservation 

and conservation framework produced for Kong Kong Village very timely since this village is currently 

overshadowed by the surrounding modern rapid development.  
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Fig. 4.0: The eco cultural conservation proposal  

 

Conclusion: 

In conclusion, preservation and conservation of cultural landscape is a process that helps to promote local 

culture and at the same time helps to elevate local, regional and national income through economic values. 

Malaysia with her cultural and natural richness should bloom and grow as a nation that is relevant to modern 

technology and at the same time, proud of her traditional values. Kong Kong Village should never be a village 

that is shying away from the movement of modernization in Johor Bahru, the capital city of Johor. This paper 

provides a proposal to elevate the quality of cultural landscape in Kong Kong village to be cherished by 

community especially through cultural heritage tourism industry. 

Cultural landscape conservation is crucial in the current technological and modernization world. All human 

beings are associated with the place where they originated. Living intact with culture and history enabled our 

future generations to reach the sky; without forgetting their land of origins. 
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