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ABSTRACT 
This paper presents to have a proven analysis on this current issue and will be the 
challenges in the future in the urban context development. For thousands of years, mosque 
has shaped and provided deep meaning to cities and urban communities as well as to the 
health, wellbeing, and quality of life for the inhabitants. For the first time in history, a 
majority of the world’s population is now living in urban areas. Most growth is now shaped 
by government bonds, tax-increment financing, and large-scale corporate returns. Despite 
the ascendance of economics as the touchstone for value and meaning in cities, sacred 
spaces are and will remain a vital part of healthy cities. Sacred spaces and gathering areas 
for worship have historically had a synergistic correlation with residential patterns of 
development. Urban areas are now experiencing tremendous growth and change, but 
without the diverse cultural values or faith traditions that shaped great cities of the past. 
Reversing this trend will be difficult in the future, with current planning and development 
criteria well established. Meanwhile, the issue of urbanization like of traffic movement, 
congestion, living cost, and social problems makes the planning and design of the urban 
mosque should be viewed in the perspective of sustainable living within the context of 
modern culture and lifestyle. In term of that, the significant and radical approach should be 
planned in over to solve this problem now and the future. 
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INTRODUCTION 
 
 The current city dominated by towers or extensive suburbia has had a great impact on the appropriate 
presence of cultural and religious buildings. The mosque once the main protagonist of cities skylines has 
become encroached by construction developments that diminish its character (Chaudhry, M.A. and M. Qadeer, 
2000). At the same time, the land provided at the first place to build a mosque has been changed the land use 
zoning by the local authority to have other kind of building on that specific site. The issues has been collected 
and this paper will prove how possible this issue will be solved. 
 
2. Importance Of Mosque In Urban Context: 
 Religious scholars emphasized the presence of the mosque as a condition for a society to fulfil its Islamic 
way of life in the city. As Hakim (1986) noted from his study of the Islamic literature that the city should have a 
congregation mosque, masjid al-Jami, in which the Friday sermon was given and in which the city‟s residents 
and its surroundings were served (Al-Hathlul S., 2004). This importance was first established by the 
construction of the Prophet‟s mosque in Madinah (Asif, N., 2015). The mosque served both as a place of 
worship and as a community center for the city, and thus played an important function in the formation of the 
new society. Its relationship with the city continues to be significant (Özkan, Süha, 1996). 
 Figure 1 shows the location of big mosque around the Kuala Lumpur old town which the legendary Masjid 
Negara 1960‟s by Ikmal Hisham Al-Bakri and the colonial Masjid Jamek. This two mosque has been 
significantly located at the zoned area. The problem is, in the Figure 2 shows the Masjid Dang Wangi and 
Masjid India. It‟s has been established and now being the main mosque around the area during Friday prayers. 
We can see here, there‟s no suitable site and land to build a new mosque that can fix the next issue statement 
 
 
 
 



101 

 

Research Methodology: 
 This research used multiple case study to support the research has been done. Several techniques had been 
used to analyze the data. It went through the research, observation, field study and documentation especially on 
the congregation needs and land use infill planning. 
 

     
 

Fig. 1: Masjid Negara & Masjid Jamek. 

      

     
 

Fig. 2: Masjid Dang Wangi & Masjid India Sources: https://www.google.com/maps/search/mosque/. 

 

 The research began with literature review in order to understand the meaning, importance, role, guidance 

and law regarding mosque development in urban area. Based on studies that have been done, the importance of 

the mosque in the context of more to use for prayers Friday and should become community centers for the local 

community. While serving as a place of communal worship and a focus for cultural identity, the mosque is the 

outward and most visible symbol of Islam. The city itself have their own characteristic but the mosque can be 

act to add richness to the cityscape As mentioned at the beginning of this paper, the problem of shortage of land 

is the main factor why the construction of mosques in urban areas is very limited. Other factors include land use 

plan cannot be changed unless directed by a particular party. 

 Observations in some mosques in Kuala Lumpur was conducted and mosques have had excessive overflow 

congregation is in the Masjid India and Masjid Dang Wangi. The following functions mosque there is for some 

people there. Due to the city's building boom, the number of high-rise buildings and employees grew, the 

mosque is no longer relevant to be the main mosque for Friday prayers. The proposed construction of a new 

mosque to be done to address this problem. 

 

Land Use Changes: 

 Issues that most concern in this paper is the problem of overflowing congregation during Friday prayers 

where this problem occurs in any corner of the city emerging. Along with the problem of lack of land for the 

construction of a new mosque in the middle of the city for the use of residents and workers in high-rise 

buildings nearby (Zalunardo, Vanessa, 2002). In the observations that have been made in the heart of Kuala 

Lumpur, the problem occurs can no longer be contained and overflowing congregation that took the car park 

and road reserves. With the terrain and climate moist and rain is a problem for the congregation to pray without 

a roof. 
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Fig. 3: Overflowing congregation at Masjid Dang Wangi during Friday prayer. 

 

 Figure 3 shows the overflowing congregation at the Masjid Dang Wangi. All the workers from nearby 

building will perform the Friday prayer here and this mosque only can fit the workers of Dang Wangi Police 

Station. Observation was done by myself within 2 weeks. 

   
Opposition From Others: 

 In maintaining harmony in a pluralistic society, every act should be done carefully to protect the 

sensitivities of the population and the local community (Othman, H., 2015). The stability of sustainable 

construction, construction of the mosque for prayers and the local community center may be prohibited by some 

on the grounds that too much reserve land developed only for construction of the mosque (Qadeer, M., 1997). 

Tolerance and mutual understanding is essential in maintaining the security of the global community. 

 

Discussion And Findings: 

 In addition to identifying problems related to the study of major problems, some solutions and alternatives 

have been planned. At the same time, unresolved problems associated with effectively. 

Vertical mosque proposal: 

 The idea of vertical mosque featured in every building high-rise buildings, taking second floor in a building 

typical of the mosque reserved for use by workers or residents in the building. This idea can be realized with the 

help and tolerance between peoples. Mosques play a very important role as a social condenser interesting 

programs around while giving the openness of the courtyard lounge, flat and compact city is usually busy. We 

want to maintain this tradition which sees the mosque as part of an embedded structure and not only as a place 

for Friday prayers (Oncu, A. and Weyland, P (eds), 1997). City and mosque should be in harmony. If most of 

the vertical program we propose to treat the city and the mosque in continuous vertical structure and activity 

program (Sandercock, L., 2000). The mosque itself can then be instrumental in allowing religious activity in 

combination with other programs such as community centers, day care center, and a library. Mosque as a 

complex featuring a large fortune, which may be included in the proposed urban vertical (Tajuddin, M., 2010). 

 

 
 

Fig. 4: Mosque Tower by IND [Inter National Design]. 
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Fig. 5: The Mosque Tower Strata Level. 

 

 Radical approach has been made by the IND [Inter National Design] in designing a vertical mosque whose 

role similar to ordinary mosque elsewhere. Taking into account the small size of plots and narrow track. This 

approach is done as a form of "revenge" against the urban horizon of the present and will persist in the future. 

Such as we know, in ancient times, the mosque turned into a landmark of the city due to the high minaret and 

dome are great and can see from far. 

 

Renovation Of The Idle Room/Space: 

 In every corner of the building, there must be an empty building. Plan to change the function space into a 

small mosque is one other way to improve the function of a mosque (Kuban, D., 1974). This recommendation 

has been implemented in the renovation Pudu Sentral in Kuala Lumpur to make a living in it turned into a 

mosque for public use in situ and also for Friday prayers. 

 

Conclusion: 

 The thesis has identified four major themes related to the construction of mosques in the city center and the 

lack of land to build a new mosque due to the land use functions that cannot change. These are: 

 

(1) Religion:  

 Each locality has a relatively higher concentration of Muslims in comparison to other races. A place of 

worship is constructed providing spiritual and social services. 

 

(2) Community:  

 The local community through the mosque develops and through this, relationships are formed. A recurring 

them in the interviews and literature was that settlements patterns are based on people choosing to live near 

others with similar backgrounds. 

 

(3) Service Provision:  

 In addition to spiritual services, mosques provide a range of services to the community. These services are 

usually funded through donations from the local community and voluntary work. Some services provided such 

The Development and Land Use Impacts of Local Mosques 64 schools associated with the mosque have greater 

impacts on their surroundings than others. 

 

(4) Land Use Planning:  

 The study revealed a lack of systematic planning policies in place and indifference from planners towards 

differentiating and planning for mosques. This raises concerns given one of the roles of planners is to engage 

their communities to ensure positive outcomes are achieved.  

 In Malaysia, places of worship are the ultimate expression of a community‟s culture and individualism. 

Both planners and planning processes need to take into account the cultural needs of the various groups in 

society and accommodate these. Caution must be taken therefore, with any such emotional actions. 
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