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ABSTRACT 
With the formation of the Safavid government in Iran in the early sixteenth century, the 
border conflict between Iran and Ottoman Empire entered a new phase because the 
Safavids were Shiites and the Ottomans were Sunni. In fact, besides the former border 
disputes, the religious differences were also included.  One of the most important wars that 
occurred between the parties was Chalderan war that led to the severe defeat of Shah 
Ismail by Sultan Selim and weakened the sovereignty of Iran in the West. In this paper, the 
relations between the two governments in this particular period (Shah Ismail) are 
examined 
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INTRODUCTION 

 

 Border disputes between Iran and the governments in the west of Iran had historical roots. These disputes 

were in the different areas of border- political- economic and cultural and several conflicts occurred between the 

two sides which led to the displacement of the borders at different times.  After the establishment of the Safavid 

government in Iran and the recognition of Shiism the differences were much more serious which led to the 

battles and correspondence between the two governments in the period of Shah Ismail.  

 This study attempts to investigate the relations between Iran and Ottoman Empire in the period of Shah 

Ismail. 

 The research method is descriptive-analytical which uses the library resources.  

 

The historical roots of the causes of the war between Iran and Ottoman Empire in the sixteenth century and the 

beginning of disputes: 

 The establishment of the Safavid government in the early sixteenth century and the declaration of Shiism as 

the official religion of the country prompted the Sunni Ottoman government against Iran and the Shiite 

government adopted a hostile policy against it. When Shah Ismail I, the founder of the Safavid dynasty, was one 

year old his father Sheikh Haidar was killed in a war with Shirvan Shah around Darband in 893 AH. His 

disciples who had extreme religious fanaticism to the family of Sheikh Safi the ancestor of the Safavid dynasty 

(735-650 AH / 1334- 1252 AD) kept him secretly in Ardabil, later in Rasht and then in Lahijan. Karkia Mirza 

Ali, the ruler of Lahijan, did the best care and compassion in keeping Shah Ismail secretly and when Shah Ismail 

reached the age of thirteen, he killed Farrokh Yasar Shirvan Shah to take the revenge of his father Sheikh Junaid 

and Sheikh Haydar. Then, he could conquer the entire Shirvan, Armenia and Azerbaijan over two years with the 

help of his disciples. Shah Ismail conquered Tabriz in Muharram, 907 (July 1501) when he was 14 and then was 

officially crowned. He announced Shiism as the official religion of Iran and introduced himself as one of the 

descendants the family of Shia Imams. (Parsa Doust - 32-33).  . Shah Ismail made it conventional to mistreat 

and insult the  first three Caliphs to increase a hatred in Iranians toward the Ottoman army and compensate for 

the reign of the Umayyads and the Abbasids when the mistreat to the family of the first Imam was common. He 

ordered his army to kill everyone who does not say the sentence “more curse, not less” while hearing the curse 

of the three Caliphs. The declaration of Shiism as the official religion of the country was of great political 

importance when the Sunni governments like the Ottoman Empire in the west and Uzbeks in northeastern Iran 
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had a competent military authority and Iran not only was Surrounded by Sunni governments across its borders 

but also a large group of Sunni people lived within its borders. When Shah Ismail declared Shiism as the official 

religion in Tabriz, the majority of people in Tabriz and Ardebil, the two major cities of Azerbaijan or in other 

words the majority of people in Azerbaijan were Sunni. A group of Shiite clerics went to Shah Ismail before he 

declared his decision and said: the people in Tabriz have been Sunni for about two or three hundred years and 

nobody has declared such a decision before. We do not want them to say they do not want a Shia king, if it 

happens what should we do? Shah Ismail replied: I am forced to do it and the God of the universe and the 

infallible Imams are with me and I am not afraid of anyone. I swear to God if someone says something, I will 

use my sword and kill everyone.(Edward Brown- 1345- p. 42). 

 Hamdellah Mostofi who has traveled to many parts of Iran, in his book entitled “Nozhat ol-Gholub” in 740 

(five years after the death of Sheikh Safi- Aldin Ardebili) wrote:  They say about the religion of people in 

Ardebil: most of them are Shafi'i and disciples of Sheikh Safi. (Ahmad Kasravi - 1323- p.41). The continuous 

efforts of Shah Ismail and Safavid kings to strengthen the foundations of Shiism and its development indicate 

their political realism in certain circumstances although they were highly associated with violence and brought 

losses due to religious intolerance. Shah Ismail and especially Shah Abbas I tried to create a religious 

independence in Sunni world and maintain the political independence of Iran and also keep Iran away from the 

Sunni great power of that period, the Ottoman Empire which claimed the caliphate to Muslims. Shah Ismail who 

established the national unity of Iran after a long period of chaos and disorganization made the religion as a 

shelter for nationalism in order to maintain the independence of Iran and tried to realize the main goal which 

was the political independence and national unity of Iran.  

 Shah Ismail conquered various parts of Iran in (914 AH- 1508 AD), and then invaded the region of 

Mesopotamia (the current Iraq) and captured Baghdad. He entered that city in 20 Jumada Al-Thani 914 (16 

October 1508) and did the renovation and restoration of Shia Imams’ shrines in Najaf and Karbala. Then, he 

invaded the north and captured Mosul, the Kurdish region of northern Mesopotamia. Shah Ismail could occupy 

the entire territory of the current Iraq until the year 916 AH (1510 AD). 

 Shia population of Asia Minor was very high at the time of Shah Ismail. According to Marino Sanoto, a 

diarist from Venice, who published the political events of that time daily according to the valid documents and 

information since the beginning of 1496 to September 1533 AD (902 to 940 AH coincided with the reign of 

Shah Ismail I and the early reign of Shah Tahmasp I) in 38 volumes: Four-fifths of Turkic-speaking people of 

Asia Minor were Shia and paid much attention to the Safavids. (Petrushevsky, 1354- p. 475)  

 The Ottoman kings who were Sunni behaved very strictly than the Shiites and considered them as heretic 

and the Sunni residents of Asia Minor (the current Turkey) frequently harassed them. The Sunni scholars 

stimulated the Sunni people to harass the Shiites.  

 Once Shah Ismail declared Shiism as the official religion of Iran and adopted a violent method to Sunni 

people, the Shiites in Asia Minor who had won a strong supporter rioted in the late reign of Bayazid II and for 

the support of Shah Ismail.  One of the leaders of Tekeloo tribe named Hassan Oghlu who called himself Shah 

Quli (the servant of king) to express his devotion to Shah Ismail, gathered the insurgents and Shiites around 

himself. The Shiites’ rebellion led by Shah Quli created serious problems for the Ottoman Empire and the king 

was forced to send a large number of army troops under the command of the Ottoman Chancellor to dispose 

their rebellion. In the severe battle that occurred at the edge of the Kiuk Chay River between Caesarea and 

Sivas, the Ottoman Chancellor and Shah Quli were killed, the insurgents were defeated and the remaining 

individuals fled to Iran. Shah Quli’s rebellion occurred when the war between the two countries of Ottoman and 

Iran seemed inevitable. Sultan Bayazid II, who was caught in disagreement and conflict with his sons, could not 

deal with religious extremism of Shah Ismail. But Shah Ismail did not take any action to support Shah Quli 

since he was not ready to fight against the mighty Ottoman Sultan.  

 

Sultan Selim versus Shah Ismail: 

 Sultan Selim who had managed to calm the Anatolian Qizilbashs at the first step, intended to draw his 

attention to the outside of the boundaries of the Ottoman Empire; the place where Shah Ismail Safavi had 

embraced his unhappy nephew and it was possible to take a mutual action against him. Although Sultan Selim 

had no good relations with the Safavids, but now it w was not the time for him to act pathetically. He had to 

return the Ottoman prince who had escaped because he knew that Shah Ismail will take advantage of him to 

achieve his goals.  

 At the first step, Sultan Selim asked for the return of the Ottoman prince by a loving letter. Sultan Selim's 

ambassadors came to Iran and presented Sultan’s gifts to Shah Ismail and reported his accession and the death 

of Sultan Bayazid and in the meantime begged the extradition of Prince Sultan Ahmad. Shah Ismail, who had 

not refused any of the Ottoman ambassadors in Iran, read that letter that was written with full respect and 

pointed to the Sultan Murad to kill the Sultan’s ambassadors. Then, the valets of Sultan Murad killed all the 

embassy members except for one who was with Mirza. (Aspna Qechi -1379 - p. 74).  
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 Sultan Selim also sent a highly critical letter to Shah Ismail: You deceived our stupid old father for several 

times and scared him or sent him the head of a king, Khan or someone and when you frightened him of the flag 

of Genghis Khan and Abolkheyr Khan, so I dethroned him and intended to take the revenge of the past. I wanted 

to come here the last year to destroy your flam and this sort of thing happened and I was busy with my brother. 

My nephew fled from our glory and came to you, anyway you have to pack his hands, feet and neck and send 

him to service and remove your appointees from that land so that we can solve the fight and quarrel among us 

and turn it into friendship. Otherwise, be ready to fight. "(Safavi,1350-p. 472).  

 Sultan Selim had asked for the return of his nephew with a harsh and belligerent tone of voice. Shah Ismail 

had to forget about the pristine land. Sultan Selim had called the Safavid Shah into the battle and Shah Ismail 

gave a worthy response to him after hearing the strong words of Sultan Selim: You have been so selfish. I hope 

to behead you with the help of Imam Ali (AS) to send it to king abroad. He had said that the pristine land is our 

freehold so that I can capture it for your attendants. The freehold was not captured by your attendants and it was 

taken by Ala’oldoleh Qadr one of the descendants of Husayn Pasha. You cannot claim the land of our king. He 

had written about sending Sultan Murad: He had come to our king and all kings of the world strive to come to 

this place and be our guests and nobody could drive out the guests. Maybe you will be invited since you like to 

visit. (Ibid: 473). Sultan Selim who received the letter from Shah Ismail got ready to move into Iran. During the 

travel, he sent similar letters to Obaidullah Khan Uzbek and Mohammed Baig, last survivors of Agh Quyunlu, 

in order to make Shah Ismail to understand the problems and incited them against Shah Ismail (Fereydoun Baig, 

AH 1274: pp. 382-381). Although Sultan Selim did not achieve any result but he continued his move and did 

not give up. He came from Istanbul to Anatolia Region. He tried to make Alaa al-Dawla to refrain from any 

cooperation with the Ottoman Sultan. Sultan Selim entered Erzincan and in another letter demanded the 

extradition of his nephew from Safavid Shah . And asked to forget about the Ottoman territory to put peace and 

friendship between them.Otherwise, he had promised a war in Tabriz: We sent someone three times to you and 

informed you that we have the fight will against you. When we entered Erzincan we sent Muhammad Chavush 

to inform you so that you could think and comfort Sultan Murad, my nephew, and send him to service. If he was 

not pleased you could send him in chains and forget about our land so that there could be the same old 

friendship among us otherwise we promise a war in Tabriz. I swear to anything you are happy and willing 

,answer to Muhammad Chavush and send him to us because we are waiting for the answer. (Safavi, ibid.: 475) It 

was as if Sultan Murad moved to Isfahan at the same time but died in the midst of his way. Shah Ismail was so 

sad and as he wanted to go to Isfahan, he received Sultan Selim’s letter. In response to the Ottoman king, Shah 

Ismail wrote about Sultan Murad's death and accused Sultan Selim and his spies in this event. Safavid king once 

again got ready for battle and promised that he would face him in Erzurum: Go and deliver our prayers to the 

Emperor and say that the period did not let that prince to continue his life and it seems to me that you have sent 

a spy and he came as a friend and used the attendants to suck the poison to him and kill him. You were the 

murdered of his father. Was not it enough? Now you are responsible for the death of his nephew. However, it 

was so kind of you that came here. I hope God will take the revenge on you and everyone will talk about the 

story from now on. I did not take this land from your father. I took it by the force of sword from Alaa al-Dawla 

and he had taken it from the descendants of Hassan the king of Turkoman, why did you think that you could 

claim for the properties of King Hassan? However, wait for us in Erzurum. I do not consider myself as a man if 

I let you to come here. By the way, it was good that you informed us, go and wait for us. Thus, Chavush went to 

see Kaiser (ibid .: 476). Here , Shah Ismail Safavi prepared for the battle against Sultan Selim and thus the 

Prince Murad’s asylum can be considered as a background of the creation of Chalderan battle. Although his 

death changed the situation in favor of Sultan Selim, but the Ottoman Sultan had begun moving toward war and 

did not care about if Prince Murad was in the Safavid army or not. Mohamamd yousef Vale Isfahani in his book 

on the Chalderan battle mentioned the reasons of the battle and wrote: Another cause of disagreement by Kaiser 

was Sultan Murad who went to the king and strived to come up to the Fereydoun khan doorstep.(Vale Isfahani -

1372, p. 233). 

 

The nation's resistance against the Ottomans at the Battle of Chaldiran: 

 One of the most important pages in the history of the world war on that day was recorded on the southern 

side of Iran between the hours when Hassan Baig Allah was killed until four o'clock in the afternoon. This war 

was the resistance of the brave Iranians against the Ottoman so that in some histories, relying on Ottoman 

documents it was mentioned that two women named (Behrouze Khanum and Tajli Khanum) were among the 

captives and some women fought with their armor and caftan and were killed and also their bodies were found 

in the battlefield.   

 Turkish historians claim that two wives of Shah Ismail were captured and some Iranian and non-Iranian 

historians have quoted some issues and some of them are as follows. 

1. Sagerdo, the Italian historian says in the book Empire: Among the killed people, there were the dead bodies 

of Iranian women who had come to fight in the war in order to be involved in the battle honor and the fate of 

their husbands. (Falsafi, 1330, p. 97). 
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2. Nasrallah Falsafi said to historians: Several of the Iranian women who had come to the battlefield in 

military uniform with their husbands were captured by Sultan Selim and among them there were two women 

from the harem of Shah Ismail called Behrouze Khanum and Tajli Khanum. (Ibid, p. 96). 

3. Nasrallah Falsafi quoted the revolution (Al-Islam Beyn Al Khas Val Am) written by Muhammad Arif 

(1307 AH, the National Library manuscript. No. 1308 p. 203) who had quoted the Turkish historians that   

Behrouze and Tajli were captured in Chaldaran. (Rumlu, 1357 :), (Mahdavi, 1388: p. 21).  

4. Hamsu quoted from Monajem Bashi in Sahaef Al Akhbar: The Iranians took their wives to the war to 

stimulate the enthusiasm and love in soldiers in the battlefield. Khan Mir, 1333, p. 527).  

5. Nasrallah Falsafi quoted from Shah Ismail’s Tarikhe Alam (p. 527): In the war between Shah Ismail and 

Sultan Selim, a masked woman fought against the Turks. This woman was Tajlu Begum, the wife of Sheikh 

Ughli Shah Ismail. Sultan Selim wanted to arrest her but she could not. (Vale Isfahani, 1372)  

 

The war between Iran and Ottoman or the conflict between Iran and Iraq in the Safavid period: 

 The land that today is called Iraq, in pre-Islamic times was a part of Iran territory over nine centuries and 

was the capital of Iranian kings such as Ctesiphon. Before the establishment of the Ottoman dynasty, the family 

of Agh Quyunlu ruled on the land, but the Ottomans intended to attach Iraq to their empire. Therefore, the main 

focus on the conflict between the two countries was the Mesopotamia, namely the current Iraq. Sometimes, Iraq 

was occupied by the Ottoman and sometimes Iranian forces occupied it. The Ottomans succeeded to occupy Iraq 

in (878 AH / 1413 AD) by defeating Agh Quyunlu government but Shah Ismail Safavi occupied it in (914 AH / 

1508 AD). Iran occupied Iraq again in (936 AH / 1529 AD.). Ottoman government occupied Iraq again in (950 

AH / 1543 AD) but Iraq at the time of Shah Abbas namely in the year (1048 AH / 1638 AD) occupied Iraq. 

From this date, Iraq was separated from Iran forever (1299 AH / 1920 AD); namely about three centuries later it 

formed a part of the Ottoman Empire. At this time after each conflict with the conclusion of a contract, there 

was fire cease but again another war began.(Jafar Valdani 1367, pp. 8-9). in particular from  (963 AH / 1555 

AD) when the Treaty of Amasya was signed between Iran and Ottoman until (1354 AH / 1975 AD) when the 

border and adjacent treaty was signed between Iran and Iraq about 20 treaties were signed between the western 

neighbor about the disputes and the borders between the two countries for nearly 400 years. This indicated the 

number of collisions and conflicts that were temporarily resolved by the treaties. The most important treaties 

are: Treaty of Qasr-e Shirin (1049 AH / 1639 AD), Treaty of Kerdan (1159 AH / 1947 AD), First Treaty of 

Erzurum (1238 AH / 1823 AD), Second Treaty of Erzurum (1263 AH / 1847 AD), Protocol (1329 AH / 1911 

AD), Istanbul Protocol (1331 AH. / 1913 AD. and in the proceedings attached to it the treaty (1316 AH / 1973 

AD), the border and adjacent treaty (1354 AH / 1975 AD.) Ardestani, 1388 Chapter 2 Page 47). 

 

Conclusion: 

 Although there were friendly or hostile relations between Iran and the neighboring states in the west, but as 

mentioned the hostility between the two sides became more intense with the establishment of the Safavid 

government in Iran and the declaration of Shiism in Iran as the official religion. Joining of some people in Asia 

Minor to Shiism and supporting Shah Ismail caused a concern for the Ottoman kings. In addition, the aggressive 

stance of Shah Ismail and his threats to the Ottomans made the battle inevitable between them. However, the 

Ottoman’s thoughts to develop the world should not be forgotten.  

 The result of the hostile relations between the two sides was the war of Chalderan that led to the defeat of 

Shah Ismail. During the next periods, the arrival of the Europeans to the field- Iran and the Ottoman wars 

continued with greater intensity- caused the collapse of the Ottoman Empire and the loss of large areas of Iran. 

The Chalderan battle not only imposed the failure to Shah Ismail Safavi but also lose the pristine land area for 

ever.  
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