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ABSTRACT 
Babylonian historians are the first ones who have written about Seleucids, and the texts are 
also available. After them, in holy book of Judaism there was written about Seleucids and 
then some Greeks and Romans. Iranians did not leave any text about them. Ammianus 
Marcellinus, who was born in Antioch, has left some literature as a memento about 
Seleucids.GabousPylynyous who was called Old Palin was born in 23 BC. In his reports, useful 
information about Westland in Seleucid era, their military organizations, the structure of 
Layvdys•h city, and Sughd Seleucid's footprint first-hand reports on Parthian were obtained. 
Polybius in Seleucid period has written a report that includes the relationship of the kings 
like the third Antykhos. Zhoustn, Akatanzh, and Ayzydour Kharaksy have written some 
literature too. Strabo has also had anecdotes in which second Solocous period; the Parthians 
got rid of Seleucids’ obedience. 
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INTRODUCTION 

 

 One of the considered issues also in the past has been recording daily reports and events, especially kings’ 

and high-ranked people; Babylonians were one of the first nations who recorded daily events. Persians have also 

had texts written on the paper, skin, clay, stone and etc. ruined gradually during the time, but some manuscripts. 

In the period of Alexander, Persians’ writings were ruined under pressure. But nowadays most of information 

we have about Seleucids is Greeks’ writings, Romans’ and etc. We ourselves do not have any specific document 

on this era. The first source of the Seleucid Empire consists of the Babylonian texts of the Seleucid and Parthian 

era Years BC. The texts are sorted into three categories: administrative, legal and economic and contains 

archival documents for the temples of Marduk, their families and individuals. These texts are written in 

Akkadian cuneiform, some of them as well as detailed information about the wars between the Seleucid and 

Parthian on the conquest of Babylonia. It should be noted that Babylon from 141 to 131 BC had occupied by 

The Parthians. Then Antiochus VII occupied it again until the city fell to the Parthians. Among the great mass of 

literature, there are about 255 texts about the Seleucids. (Jafari Dahaghi, 2001, 191) 

 

Hebrew Resources: 

 The main source of Jewish religious historical book was the Old Testament. In the prophet Micah's book 

which is the Torah, the Seleucid and Parthian style rule in Syria and Palestine is mentioned. Flavius Josephus' 

book contains twenty chapters of the Old Testament in the history of the Jewish nation which is about the events 

of Btals·h and Seleucid, and Cyrus the Great Empire in detail. Works of Flavius were cited by credible church 

writers and historians after him. (Jafari Dahaghi, 2001, 192) The Greek historian of the second century AD has 

offered a summary of the Seleucid Empire in his book on Roman history. In his book Syrayk, he considers 

Gorgan as first Solocos' obedient. ( Jafari Dahaghi , 2001 , 154 ) Amen Marsln (AmmianusMarcellinus, about 

330 m.) was born in Nhralasy, Syria Antioch and died in 400 AD. In the works of this historian what is related 

to Seleucid era is a report on the establishment of some cities with Greek names in the East and in Persia that is 

said Alexander had done it. ( Jafari Dahaghi , 2001 , 155 ) Strabo in his book has not considered Attorpat as a 

part of Seleucid kingdom. It also tells the powerful rulers in a pool near Persepolis, minted silver coins with 

Aramaic writing on one side and the fireplace on the other side. Rural people speak with their Iranian dialects or 
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even the Elamite, and teachers, like the Achaemenid, recorded documents and transactions in Aramaic. Strabo's 

geography book in which valuable information is included on the geographical divisions of the Parthian period, 

in seventeen chapters is still available. (Jafari Dahaghi, 2001, 155) GabousPylynyouswho was called Old Palin 

was born in 23 BC. In his reports, useful information about Westland in Seleucid era, their military 

organizations, the structure of Layvdys·h city, Sughd Seleucid's footprint, first-hand reports on Parthian;but 

some more useful information can be extracted. Dare said the works of this great historian due to dealing the 

ancient East, and Persia in particular are in a great importance. By this historian, a valuable book on the natural 

history is left which includes 37 volumes. Among the objections that have been dated to this historian, is mixing 

and combining the historical issues associated with the natural science that is because of his mastery on the 

sciences in his time. (Jafari Dahaghi, 2001, 156) Polybius in Seleucid period has written a report that includes 

the relationship of the kings like the third Antykhos. An important point is that, except that report and some 

other information on the West independence and secession of Seleucid territory achieved, there is no further 

information. (Andreh verstandic ,1986 ,54 ) Dyudour refers to issues in Seleucid era such as the invasion of 

Alexander in India, and the aftermath of the death of Alexander which are the important points about the sources 

of the Seleucid era. After the death of Alexander in 323 BC, his commanders divided the empire and fought 

together for more than 30 years on a more share from Alexander’s heritage. One of these commanders was 

Solocous who married to Alexander’s daughter,Spitamens Satrap Sughd, as Alexander had commanded.( 

History of Iran , Cambridge , 2009 , 88 ,89, 99 ) Zhoustn has noted considerable information and reports about 

Solocos military organizations and the rise of the West in the Seleucid era. He reports that second Arshak took 

auxiliary forces from Daheh and formed capable Corps to deal with the third Antykhus and to continue the war 

seemed almost finished. ( Jafari Dahaghi , 2001 , 158 ) The Armenian historian lived in the fourth century BC in 

Armenia and was the secretary of Mehrdad II of Armenia. He wrote the history of the kingdom. in his writings 

particularly valuable information on Persians' religion is in Seleucid era can be obtained. (Jafari Dahaghi, 2001, 

158) Ayzydour was from Kharaks and lived in Mhsn. He lived in early AD. His valuable compilation called the 

Parthians’Chaparkhaneh which is of a particular importance in the history of the Parthians. He also mentioned 

the Seleucid settlements in this book. (Jafari Dahaghi, 2001, 186) Solocos in the year 300 BC moved the capital 

of his empire to new Antioch in Avrvnts in northern Syria. His new capital was strangely out of limits on which 

he ruled from India to the coastline of Syria. (History of Iran, Cambridge, 2009, 89) According to the words 

said, classical historians who have written about the Seleucid, refers to either the same time or shortly after 

them. They were free to write anything they wanted, and in any style. Except Babylonian and Hebrew sources, 

the remaining contents have been written by the Greeks and Romans. Until Solocos and his successors were in 

power in Persia, Iranians were not allowed to choose any name for their children which reminded Achaemenian 

period. They did it to remove Achaemenian era from Persians’ minds. Iranian scribe was bannedin general, so 

that anything survived Iranian identity to be destroyed. Iranians, who kept any book or text about them, were 

executed. 
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