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ABSTRACT 
Since the globalization and religion have common features in roaming and being temporal so it is 
possible that a challenge between globalization and religion would exist in contemporary society. This 
article studied Larestan seminary and university professors’ attitudes towards globalization and 
religion. In this study the attitude towards globalization and religion is divided into three dimensions 
(traditional extremist views, mid opinions and modern extremists’ views). The globalization project was 
analyzed by relying on the opinions of Huntington, Smith, Pierre Bourdieu and Waller Stein. The sample 
size is including of 275 people and the survey method was used to collect data. Attitudes of professors 
toward globalization and religion among Shia were stronger than the Sunni and were located in an 
average level. Most educators were agreed with the view in the mid field. 
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INTRODUCTION 
 

Globalization is one of the most important phenomena of contemporary culture as one of the dominant 
intellectual currents of our age. Lash and Urry, believed that "globalization indeed is the globalization of west 
capitalist [1, 2]. In another definition, globalization is: pushing the world and turning it into a single location and 
at the same time it defines the consciousness density toward the world as a whole [3]. The globalization process 
has caused an interactive relationship between the individual and national references with the transnational and 
global references [4]. 

One of the current concerns of Muslim scholars is how to deal with the phenomenon of globalization [5]. 
The developed communities widely seek to influence other communities, so in addition to the economic changes 
they have impact on cultures and religions of those communities and have even tried to remove religion from 
their lives. But if globalization understood correctly by the Third World and not developed countries can have 
optimal use of those opportunities that globalization can provide them. Also they can influence the world by 
their own culture and restore their religion and religions [6]. 

There are people who are called modern and progressive or enlightened! They believe that the only way to 
progress and civilization is to remove religion from the realm of life. The exclusion of religion from life is 
impossible and if it would be possible to do this this move would be unprofitable and eventually, even 
catastrophic, because a human minus religion is human without hope and wisdom. If human independence 
would be valid toward religion for humans in West and East, even a single day without religion is impossible 
[7]. 
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Countries and nations that in the global arena have national, religious and cultural claims, such as France, 
Iran, China, India have deeper challenges involved with this process and as a result, they require more thought 
and reflection and planning. Iran, of course, apart from the above mentioned claims, dealt with great revolutions 
which, individually, will be followed by national claims, such as the fight against global arrogance, supporting 
of the oppressed of the world, unity among the Muslims and Shia anywhere in the world and the most important 
of all, the issue of Mahdism and providing a systematic role model of state, country and Islamic civilization. 
Primarily it is for Islamic countries and in the ideal stage for humanity. Thus, the interaction between Iran and 
its goals and ideals with the process of globalization has become more sensitive and important. [8]. 

In the meantime Larestan in the southern province of Fars has dealt with a lot of variety of world trade, and 
in this way there  have been many changes in the region. But  in the meantime, experts and scholars of 
community in organization and giving the role mode to the next generation have the most importance in this 
case. Seminary and university professors in this area have influencing trend toward community attitudes and the 
changes associated with globalization. In this study, are the attitudes toward the relationship between religion 
and globalization evaluated? Which group of opinions is considered for each one of attitudes, traditional 
extremist views, mid views and modern extremist views? 

 
A Review of the Literature: 

Bahar, considered the study of the way of placement of Iran community, "Tehran" in the process of 
globalization through institutional differentiation in the past two centuries [9]. Ameli, an article entitled 
"Interaction of globalization, Citizenship and Religion "among Muslims born in Great Britain shows, religion 
plays a decisive role in the strength and the weakness of the country's citizens [10]. Eyvazi, in an article entitled 
"Globalization and ethnic identity"  refers to this fact that ethno-sectarian identity will not go away because they 
have authenticity, but in this new identity there will be less distance and international cooperation also needs to 
be wider [11]. Shah Mohammadi, considers Religion globalization as an inevitable process. Globalization of 
deformation of religious missionary activities, make human relations and religious information content 
unavoidable [12]. Shojaeezand, in an article entitled "Religion and global phenomenon," referred to global 
phenomenon as a multi-faceted case that in the case that If we cannot recognize and segregate its funds so we 
cannot influence its distinctive role and fit with any arguments and properly examined another phenomenon 
[13]. Malekian, has done an article entitled "Globalization and Religion and review of historical religion" that 
uses globalization in three different means of mass communication, religion, economics and politics [14]. 
Salimi, in an article entitled "The impact of globalization on religion" shows that Iranian society is polarized 
society. Also on the type of tolerance in religious or political attitude to religion, they are mostly strict and 
polarized society [15]. 

Ahmed Aliabadi in his article entitled "Globalization and its impact on culture, religion and morality" refers 
to the fact that globalization is not like all the fans say; it is the remedy of all the pain of century and not as well 
as the fans of failed system who believe in conspiracy and system-based disaster democracy. They are unaware 
of globalization without commenting on them, as reality is undeniable presence [6]. Sofiabadi, in his article 
titled "Islam Globalization and its Cultural implications" considered globalization as one of the dominant 
intellectual trends of our era and the most important contemporary cultural phenomena.In foreign backgrounds 
also referred to this phenomenon more diversely that the examples will be mentioned. Herzog states, I am not 
agreed with the terms of Samuel Huntington's state that said the clash among civilizations is inevitable and the 
political future of our planet will be done by this deal. Nothing will be more dangerous for the peoples of the 
East and the West to prepare themselves for this impact of Islam and Christianity. The big problems facing 
humanity, imposes this requirement on all of us that if we want to join hands together to overcome these 
problems, we have no choice but to be together and avoid separation [16]. 

Tomlinson, has written a Book entitled by "The globalization of culture" in six seasons and extensively 
examined the topic of globalization through the lens of culture and mainly relying on the newest concepts that 
have been raised in the field of anthropology and cultural studies and communication [17]. Barber offered an 
article entitled by "Globalization and Democracy" and started his article by the question of whether Democratic 
school can govern or as a first step can we be the beginners by making a civil society. Haustiin Gezdanan et al. 
in an article entitled "Islam in Modernizers era" refers to universal themes of Islam and publish it to other 
nations and says what is clear is obviously Islam has always encouraged people to travel, and in many cases 
they would not migrate and why Muslims are always travel from a point of the earth to other places. But 
globalization also seems that as a motivating factor of one dimension to unlimited dimensions has increased the 
reason for this travel. 

Sarah Lenonaks states, third world countries are moving towards globalization but moves slower than other 
industrialized countries and even in some cases the reverse control of the country will be seen [18]. Held et al. in 
an article entitled by "Globalization and integration" is written that globalization of communication between 
different regions of the world from the cultural, financial and environmental, are the ways in which would 
change and increase over time. Integration of culture has a long history. The great religions of the world have 
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shown how ideas can cross continents and change societies [18]. Friedman is written article entitled 
"Globalization" and states that to accept this point of time, space and nationality that has been among the world's 
buyers and sellers has severely made the economic playing field the same as other [19]. 

 
Research Framework: 
1) Huntington's Theory of Clash of Civilizations: 

Huntington explicitly mentioned in his article of clash of civilizations that basically the principal point in 
the future of civilization has not the color of ideology and not economic odor. But deep divisions between 
people and places they encounter with each other will be cultural in nature and nothing else. He says: 
civilizations through history, language, culture, traditions and above all by religion are distinct from each other. 
Since they believe that, they are distinguished by religion and culture, and due to that they fight with each other 
and will be murdered and killed in this way[20]. Huntington's final claim is that not only the possibility of a 
clash of civilizations is like in all the time, but it is virtually impossible to prevent from these clashes and 
frictions and edges of these civilizations are always bloody. If we want to outline the theory of clash of 
civilizations we'd refer to the five principles: 

1. The conflict of civilizations is a basic principle. 
2. Contradictory and hypocritical behaviors of the West's growing self-awareness and self-knowledge of 

other civilizations and this contributes to conflicts and enemies of civilization together. 
3. Now resurgence of religions is growing. Because human beings take refuge in religion in order to fill the 

vacancy in his identity. 
4. Likely in future the term of "nation-state" will be shattered 
5. The growing of disorders in the world, identity crisis, increasing weapons of mass destruction, nationalist 

tensions and conflicts tend to be the main factors in clash of civilizations. 
Huntington reasons to support his theory and especially bloody clash between Islamic civilization and the 

West will be based on four main factors: Economic development, technology development, intensification of 
religious adherence, demographic changes. 

Finally, in his opinion the Civilizations of "pedestal religion" will be strong. Distinguishes of civilization 
are language, culture and traditions and above all religion. In the late twentieth century, returning to self and 
knowledge of the religion in the level of civilization spread. So the conflicts in the last two decades of the 
twentieth century are no longer about scientific ideological issues, but also about the identities of religious- 
civilization [20]. 

 
2) Immanuel Wallerstein and World-Systems Theory: 

Wallerstein’s central concept in the theory of globalization is "social system". He believed that what 
perpetuates and shapes and gives nature to this social system is a system of division of labor within it; that by 
this the work division, it would find its stability and the system is guaranteed and by making the formation of 
the mutual dependence between components under this system we can form cohesion. The way of integration of 
this division of labor is in this way that various sectors and areas for continuous supplying and solidarity within 
the system itself have to create a relationship such as economic sharing, and this fact creates the development of 
dependency among components that resulting in unity. 

 
3) Pierre Bourdieu: 

His views are very critical view of the globalization process and were against it in a radical way. This view 
can be summarized in the following cases: 

1. Bourdieu globalization is defined especially in risk of equality and threatening of small cultures by large- 
scale cultures, especially the culture of American consumerism. 

2. Bourdieu argues that the only way to deal with the globalization process is cultural resistance that can be 
conducted through creativity and cultural production and exit of the society out of cycle of inaction and the 
spread of movements’ demands and finally exit from the democracy (or pseudo-democracy agency) to get into 
participatory democracies. 

3. In the era of late capitalism because of the inaction of leftist intellectuals and the general tendency of 
intellectuals to the concepts, values and right practices at the national and international levels and the practical 
adoption of neoliberal ideology as the only possible solution (with a pragmatic view) and by them their initiative 
in the resistance against globalization toward his opinion has fallen into the hands of fundamentalists and 
international terrorism who entered the power struggle in an uneven symmetry with the rush of this process. 
And apparently the emergence of new populism to some extent should also be seen from this sight[20]. 

 
4) Anthony Smith: 

He believes that potential global culture is essentially “artificial”, “trivial”, “Capricious and strange”, “fluid 
and formless” and “without any commitment to its referent” (Tomlinson, 2003). 
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5) Islam’s View: 
The struggling of Islam with the globalization is a showdown of two rival religions and they are not in line. 

If kinship established "globalization" as an ideology such as modernism, Secularism, liberalism and capitalism, 
this opposition and showdown will find more clear meaning. In addition, two other common characteristics, 
made this competition more challenging and passionate: 1) universal claim; 2) the nature of inclusion. 
Globalization ideology and Islam, in terms of geographical and thematic scope, are the two quite constant and 
all-oriented rivals and therefore it is expected that the most acute conflicts between religion and globalization at 
this level occur. But it may be due to the reason that, this challenge in most cases would not be conducted under 
these official titles and schools. The clear and explicit threat that since the beginning of the formation of the 
Islamic Republic of Iran by the West and particularly America has done with this system, is something more 
than revenge against people who their full benefits have been cut from this part of the world, and even it is far 
beyond than the exchange of diplomatic cases between the two political rivals in the global arena. West main 
concern is the consistency of searching and finding new ideology which is capable of competing ideologies 
during the Cold War and is able to gather bigger and more motivated forces at strategic points of the world 
against the West's strategic interests [13]. Islam interacted with each type of civilization and culture at the time 
of confrontation, internalizing it. The process of foreign unity elements in Islam, quoted by, "Joel Kremer" was 
implemented in three phases: 1) interaction with the surrounding culture of pure Western revelation; 2) early 
Islamic cultural interaction with the culture of the conquered lands like Iran, 3) Islamic cultural interaction in 
most Islamic Empire with other cultures such as Greece [21]. Islamic globalization would not be in the national 
and nationalism territory and wide field of Islam is related to God, the world and Islam [22]. 

 
Research Methodology: 

The method used in this research is descriptive survey. In survey method, the data collection tool was a 
questionnaire. The unit of analysis in this study is individual and more accurately they are seminary and 
university professors of Laretan area (Lar, Gerash and Oaz Cities). The study sample included 275 individuals 
of university and seminary professors of Larestan area that all of them have been chosen through census. 

 
Research Findings: 

The statistical analysis was performed between the variables in this study and it appears that, men and 
women attitudes in modern extremist views (59.2 percent), mid views (85.7 percent) and traditional (60.2 
percent) are in the average level that in the following breakdown percentage of male and female attitudes has 
been expressed: 

In modern extremist views, 12.5% of male attitudes are at a high level, and 12.5% are at a low level and 
40.8% are in the average level. Also 5% of women have low attitude and % 18.3 have mid attitudes 10.8% have 
high attitude.In the Mid extreme views, 7.6 percent of men are in low-level attitude, 57.1 per cent are on 
average, and 0.8 percent of them are at a high level. Also, among women 4.2% have low attitude 28.6% have 
moderate attitude, and 1.7% have high attitude. 

In traditional extremist views, 13.6% of men have low attitude 44.1% have low attitude and 7.6% have high 
attitude. The attitude among women 6.8%, have low one 16.1% have moderate one, and 11.9% have high 
attitude. Attitudes of married and Shiites and Sunnis also have been evaluated in three perspectives that their 
attitude at all three levels are average. The results of measuring the attitude toward the extreme traditional views 
in terms of items or questions that have been used to measure it, is reflected in the following table. In the 
mentioned table, the percentage of frequency and statistics related to each question clearly shows the attitude of 
the traditional extreme views. In all of the items, the rate of attitude of the modern radical have highest 
percentage of respondents, which have expressed the most attitudes toward the traditional extreme views 
(strongly positive responses in positive items and strongly negative statements in negative items) that is with 45 
percent of the item and is related to "The main objective of globalization is posed by the US and his companions 
and country dependent on the world of arrogance". After this question the highest percentage is related to the 
question "The only way to deal with Iran's Westernization is in the use of creative elites of Iran", which is with 
43.7 per cent and the lowest percentage (8.4 percent) is related to the item "By increasing program of the anti- 
religious propaganda and distortion of public opinion opens the way for globalization ", respectively. Other 
statistics and percentages are shown in the table below. 

 
Table 1: Mean and percentage of items of measurement of the relationship between religion and globalization (traditional radical) 
Traditional radical Totally 

agree 
Agree Somewhat Disagree Completely 

opposed 
Mean 

American for taking the leading of the world resorted to 
a trick every day and now has suggested global politics. 

34.2 33.3 15 13.3 4.2 3.800 

The main objective of globalization is making 
dependency between the country and the world of 
arrogance. 

45.0 29.2 12.5 10.0 3.3 4.025 
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Until the time that we could cut off aid from the West, 
should not have hope that our country will be developed. 

39.2 27.5 19.2 12.5 1.7 3.900 

The only way to deal with Iran's Westernization is the 
use of Iranian intellectual creativity. 

43.7 26.9 22.7 5.9 0.8 4.067 

With increasing od anti-religious propaganda programs 
and distorting public opinion a way for globalization 
will be opened. 

8.4 13.4 12.6 31.1 34.5 3.697 

There are no global memories; at least there are those 
who have memories of colonialism and world wars. 

26.7 31.7 21.7 18.3 1.7 3.633 

Development of national and local cultures exposed to 
global culture is disappearing. 

25.0 24.2 27.5 20.0 3.3 3.475 

The sum of attachment to national identity in the face of 
global cultural identity is zero. 

30.8 18.3 23.3 24.2 3.3 3.491 
 

The results of measuring the modern extremist views to separate items or questions that have been used to 
measure it, is reflected in Table 2. In all of the items of modern extremist attitudes have highest percentage of 
respondents; the attitude of the extreme modern views (strongly positive responses in positive cases and strongly 
negative statements in negative items) have expressed that with a percentage of the 49.2 it is related to the fourth 
item. After this question, the highest percentage is related to the first question, with 41.7 per cent and the lowest 
percentage (3.3%) related to the item 7, respectively. Others statistics and percentages are shown in the Table 2. 

 
Table 2: Mean and percentage of items of measurement of the relationship between religion and globalization (radical-modern) 
Modern radical Totally 

agree 
Agree Somewhat Disagree Completely 

opposed 
Mean 

Globalization  is  an  inevitable  phenomenon  and  if  Iran 
want progress so it should join this process. 

41.7 35.0 14.2 8.3 0.8 4.083 

Looking for borders dividing the world, it moves gradually 
towards a more homogenous base in culture (religion). 

25.0 44.2 20.0 9.2 1.7 3.816 

With the globalization trend likely in the future the nation- 
state will be collapsed to reach the new world the only 
way ahead is to eliminate the archaic civilizations 

28.3 45.0 15.8 7.5 3.3 3.875 

Claim of Christianity is that Islam is a universal religion 
and therefore such a claim between the two claims is a 
clash between civilizations and eventually led to the 
victory of one of them. 

49.2 40.0 5.0 4.2 1.7 4.308 

With globalization citizenship will not be ruined and 
Muslims will remain Muslims so as we move toward 
globalization. 

35.0 42.5 12.5 6.7 3.3 3.991 

Modern society is destroying religion. 39.2 40.8 13.3 5.8 0.8 4.16 
To achieve modernization, cultural (religious) tradition in 
Iran should refuse to pay. 

3.3 6.7 5.8 35.0 49.2 4.200 

If religion is the global economy is making progress 36.7 44.2 7.5 2.5 9.2 3.966 
Man caught with globalization is confusion in religious 
matters. 

30.8 39.2 18.3 5.8 5.8 3.833 

A way to modernize the country's religious rebirth. 27.5 41.7 16.7 10.8 3.3 3.791 
If the Iranian government strengthens the base of its power 
for the country's internal stability, has taken a step towards 
its globalization. 

29.2 30.0 23.3 13.3 4.2 3.666 

Globalization  is  an  inevitable  phenomenon  and  if  Iran 
want progress so it should join this process. 

31.7 45.0 15.8 5.8 1.7 3.991 
 

The results of measuring the mid attitude to separate items or questions that have been used to measure it, is 
reflected in Table 3. In all of the items the rate of attitudes toward the Mid-point have highest percentage of 
respondents, most of the middle attitudes (strongly positive responses in positive cases and strongly negative 
statements in negative cases) have expressed about the question that has 62.5 percent and is related to the 
question of 11. After this question the question 9 has the highest percentage, with 57.5 percent and the lowest 
percentage (20%) related to the item 6, respectively. Other statistics and percentages are shown in the Table 3. 

 
Table 3: Mean and percentage of statements of measuring the relationship between religion and globalization (mid opinions) 
Moderate Totally 

agree 
Agree Somewhat Disagree Completely 

opposed 
Mean 

the only criteria of Islamic societies is having a monotheistic 
faith not unity of opinions 

43.3 35.8 10.0 8.3 2.5 4.091 

No single nation can be destroyed and formed the Muslim 
world. 

40.8 45.0 8.3 4.2 1.7 4.191 
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By uniting Muslims (Sunni and Shia) could be taken a step 
towards the globalization of Islam 

51.7 40.8 5.0 2.5 - 4.416 

Islam in all aspects of domestic, global and temporary has no 
way, but it has worldwide direction 

50.8 31.7 10.8 5.8 0.8 4.258 

Islam does not advocate a single pattern of modernization of 
linear axis and West-based. 

45.8 36.7 10.0 4.2 3.3 4.175 

Dispatching of Muslim students and extensive cultural 
exchanges with the West, especially the US could have an 
important role in the globalization process. 

26.7 40.0 22.5 10.0 0.8 3.816 

Islam is not opposed to globalization but blind imitation of 
the West is the opposite. 

50.4 40.3 7.6 0.8 0.8 4.386 

Islam does not approve all modern Western values, primarily 
within the life choices. 

42.5 41.7 12.5 3.3 - 4.233 

Islam, like other religions, does not fear globalization it is 
because the world's religious claims. 

57.5 31.7 8.3 1.7 0.8 4.433 

Differences   and   diversities   are   the   exploration   and 
development of human thought. 

47.5 44.2 8.3 - - 4.391 

Because Islam is a complete religion and therefore the whole 
world should be drawn to this. 

62.5 20 11.7 4.2 1.7 4.375 
 

Discussion: 
In three dimensions that has been studied (the view of modern extremist, Mid and traditional), more people 

have a tendency to globalization from an Islamic perspective so given that our statements in the Mid perspective 
is accepted from an Islamic so it can be said that professors’ attitudes are more toward Middle. Islam is 
consistent with statements related to mid opinions. In short, the Islamic world would not be in the national and 
nationalism territory and wide field of Islam is related to God, the world and Islam. Islam governance leadership 
model is beyond the national model and is of universal leadership and Islamic civilization model is dynamic 
model, changeable, variability, and modifier, historic and thriving. 

The extremist dimension is closer to Huntington and Waller Stein views. Huntington mentioned explicitly 
in his article about the clash of civilizations which is basically the principal point in the future of civilization and 
has not the color of ideology and either economic odor. But deep divisions between people and places they 
encounter with each other will have cultural points in nature and nothing else. He says: civilizations are distinct 
from each other through history, language, culture, traditions and above all by religion. Since they believe that, 
they are distinguished by religion and culture, and since they fighting with each other they would be killed in 
this way. It is why that in the future instead of the Cold War (post-WWII) the clash of civilizations will be 
discussed. 

Immanuel Waller Stein also by providing his world system theory argues that what acts as an effective 
agent for integration and solidarity, is the capitalist system that throughout its improvement in history, is 
creating a kind of uniformity in the evolution of the epidemic in the fields of economy, politics and culture as 
functions of economic equalization, and advanced the world to experience one of the most stage of globalization 
bidding. But these two Western theorists noticed globalization in the economic. However, in his words he 
speaks of civilization and culture. 

Muslims must reflect to defend their policies of economic development. Islam can aid in four cases: work, 
resources, markets and capital (which a thing considered in the globalization theorists) has been achieved. You 
do not have to start from scratch, we can use progress made in the field of industry and technology in this way. 
Religious belief is something that is hardly under the consideration of theorists of West religion (both divine and 
secular) and this means they have concluded that if globalization actually should be done it must pass the world 
religion bridge. 
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