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ABSTRACT 

 

 Media as one of the major affecting issues in preventing crimes has particular importance, which has a very significant role in 

transmission of culture and positive foundations of social life in today's world. Sometimes, it has been distorted and strike a fatal blow to 

the body of community, because the most definitions, symbols and behaviors that has perceived as crime or bias or shows justice, will be 

offered to the community through the media. Considering the topic and efforts to prevent crime through social media is therefore 

especially important that lack of attention to its deep-rooted causes of deviations develop deviations in the societyand later they become 

serious problems in controlling. Human beings are naturally get advice and in religious teachings, he has not been created with deviation. 

Use of this issue can pave the way to crime prevention and make researchers closer to their goal easily. It is clear for every one that 

criminals and deviants of society should be observed as patients, so they can be treated. But this important task should be done 

managerial and thoughtfully, by lawyers, scholars, psychologists and experts with high experience. One of the main goals and social 

values is crime prevention and the mass media is one the effective factors in its goals advance. 
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INTRODUCTION 

 

 The important role of mass media is transferring 

the way of social life as well as its teachings to the 

audience. Establishing mass media for the important 

issue of public information is an effective activity in 

a society that needs hardware facilities, skilled 

manpower, adequate funding in order to produce 

appropriate information and message. Today, the role 

of mass media in transferring different values of a 

society, including religious, cultural, social, 

economic and etc. is approved by legal, social and 

psychological theorists of countries. Many investors 

in different parts of the media have numerous goals 

that we can point out making profit and business, 

profit activities, public participation and [13]. Which 

they personally provide the funding from various 

sources, posts and messages, and any of them has 

different attitude and themes. Islamic Republic of 

Iran is based on the interaction of religion and policy 

and we see this interaction and correlation in all 

elements that processing the religious beliefs in 

people's lives is among society values and goals [2]. 

It is natural that in this system, circulation 

information and exchange of thoughts and ideas are 

under the rule of the state, and it is very clearly that 

TV and radio as the most important and most 

pervasive mass media tools of Iranian society are 

governmental. Other activities of the Press and 

informing in society even electronic database have 

been also monitored and this is a critical factor in 

advancing the government goals to announce the 

prevention of deviation through its most important 

tools. Criminologists study mass media following the 

social or environmental, selective or random factors 

crime, and emphasize on its dual roles of the crime or 

prevention [14,8,6]. They believe that this tool plays 

an important role in the development or deviation of 

public opinion, and is the best way to clear the mind 

and enlightenment of public opinion and beliefs. 

Thus, the nature of the mass media is in such a way 

that they have to exaggerate or distort facts and 
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concepts for attracting the audience. Then, the media 

with selecting events and how they convey meaning 

and message to people, have an effective role in 

determining the types and extent of crime and social 

violations. Already, with increasing development and 

use of satellite technology and communications 

globally and receive images as well as using the 

Internet, the globalization capability of the media has 

emerged that causes the formation of important 

issues in the realm of crime and media. In this 

regard, criminology scholars and researchers also 

examined the relationship between crime and the 

media in terms of crime prevention [14]. Here in 

brief, we go to prevention, media violence, the role 

of mass media in crime occurrence and the media's 

role in the prevention of crime. 

 

Prevention: 

 Prevention literally means to ban, deter, forbid 

or any action which doctor or medical officer does 

for preventing the disease. We have several 

definitions prevention: Using the multiple strategies 

to prevent crime. Any criminal policy which can 

delete crime through it or the way can inhibit and 

obstruct or restrict or reduce of crime. Prevention has 

various divisions which one of them can be divided 

into general and specific, general prevention include 

criminal and non-criminal. However, specific 

prevention means non-criminal measures and actions 

to counter the phenomenon of delinquency as well as 

crime factors by using non-criminal, non-violent 

tools for people and characters in the circumstances 

before crimes committed and its impact on 

prevention of a crime. Now in criminology, the main 

emphasis is on non- criminal prevention in various 

ways and apart from penal system. In the essay of 

prevention of crime, we have:” Predicting, 

identifying and assessing the risk of crime and taking 

measures and actions to eliminate or reduce it”. With 

regard to the definition of prevention and a brief 

survey about it, we can note to its importance. 

Prevention of crime is a crucial and that public work 

that requires national commitment and public 

participation; meanwhile, the media have played a 

major role. 

 

Media: 

 Media have found new definitions in terms of 

different and new functions in today's world that is 

called age of communication, which are greatly 

different with traditional definitions. The mass media 

with an emphasis on the object and purpose can be 

defined as: “Transmission of information, thoughts 

and ideas, cultures, attitudes and emotions from a 

group or an individual to another individual or 

groups and others through symbols” [10]. 

 The mass media means all impersonal 

communication tools by which audio or visual 

messages transmitted directly to the audience. 

Television, radio, cinema, Internet, satellite, 

magazines, books, and etc. are among the mass 

media. "ZhodietLazare" says about the importance 

and role of the media as: the media play multiple 

roles in social life;it creates a scene that is displayed 

in the political life, culture expands wings, fashion 

parades, the new styles and norms of life will arise 

[7]. 

 Today, the most important functions of the 

media in the field of this study may be analyzed as 

follows: 

 

A - Informing and warning: 

 Nowadays, all human individual and social 

dimensions of life has imbued in the media, and from 

the most intimate human behavior to the largest 

changes in social institutions, political and cultural 

structures are presented through it. Sometimes, mass 

media such as newspapers, magazines, radio and 

televisionunveil the social deviations, such as rape, 

violence and murder as well as revealing hidden 

aspects of love and criminal stories to their audience. 

They warn young people a variety of ahead traps, 

draw them others wrong ways to their audience, and 

play an important role in preventing social deviations 

by timely and appropriate informing to members of 

community. The mass media warn expanding social 

abnormalities by recognizing different social 

damages and report it to the social actors. Thus, they 

inform social actors of the type of behaviors and 

deviant subcultures, so they move based on accepted 

norms and values of society and not be subjected to 

these subcultures.Therefore, the media's mission 

requires reflecting dimensions, type and quality of 

breaking social norms and values so the society 

members will be able to prevent maintain breakdown 

the accepted norms of society in addition to their 

comprehensive understanding from committing 

social deviations [5]. 

 

B- Nomology and Penology: 

 Laws are the main basis for social discipline in 

any society, so that without law, order and social 

discipline among individuals, organizations and civil 

institutions would be impossible. The law, 

determines the position of every person in 

stratification system, and guides expectations in the 

rational direction. The law has not only defined the 

relationship between the actors, but also identified 

the relationships between institutions and social 

groups at the macro level, for those who are 

transgresses it, has determined punishments and 

penalties. The important function of the media in this 

context, is to introduce law and its punishments to 

the social actors to reduce committing crimes. Law in 

the books of law would not provide social order, but 

by explaining the cultural transformation rules to 

social actors, they are vaccinated when facing 

occurrence of crime. 

 The mass media should promote the spirit of 

legalism by providing benefits of law, and show that 
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they do not act as a justifying ideology-oriented and 

powerful performance, but also they represent social 

order by hints of law as the basis [5]. 

 

C - Social control: 

 Mass media also have the function of social 

control. The media reflect social abnormalities and 

the dire consequences that await those deviant, and 

invisibly, control and prevent abnormalities in the 

society. The media can be effective mainly through 

better persuasion in social control. When such news 

appeared in the press that the Managing Director of 

an international trading company was sentenced for 

allegedly trafficking of medical equipment to a 

financial fine. 

 

D - prevention of crime: 

 The performance of the media in shaping the 

definition of crime and deviance, makes their role in 

certain types of police operational strategies and 

legal changes by strengthening their role, for 

example, we can mention laws related to youth 

passage and adopt various methods to control 

specific areas [11]. 

 

E-  Role of searching: 

 In recent years, the media have taken the roles of 

searching and exploring in addition to their missions 

in informing, social controlling, training and etc. 

Accordingly, the media with their revelations break 

the government and official silence and to 

compensate it and through informing public opinion, 

put pressure on governments to show proper 

reactions when committing serious crimes and severe 

violation and avoid kind of peaceful methods and 

ignorance [4]. 

 

Social roles and responsibilities of the mass media: 

 Today, the roles that mass media play include: 

acculturation, education, informing and establishing 

social participation."Harold Lasswell", the social 

communication scholar in his article entitled "The 

structure and function of communication in society" 

defined three specific roles: 

1- Environmental monitoring (news role): Justifies 

people harmony with society changes and the need to 

publish in society. 

2- The development of social correlations (role of 

guidance): Leading role of the mass media and their 

effects on awakening and guidance of public opinion 

now is no secret and also its importance increases 

day by day.  

3- Transmission of cultural heritage (educational 

role): In this role, specific standards for the 

transmission of cultural heritage have been 

considered. These standards and values transmit to 

other communities in addition to local communities. 

The importance of educational function of mass 

media in contemporary society is so remarkable that 

some sociologists consider them as "permanent 

training" or "parallel education". In general, two 

assumptions have considered for the basic role of 

mass media in society: First, the media with 

operations in production, proliferation and 

distribution of knowledge and information of society, 

help giving impression of sharing experiences in the 

community and second, the mass media play a role 

of mediator between the social objective realities and 

personal experiences [5]. 

 

Media violence: 

 Media violence has defined as:” If we define 

violence as any invasion to social norms of law, all 

the movies, shows and programs that demonstrate 

criminal acts, murder, stealing, and generally 

violations of law, as well as videos and programs that 

aim to banalize young people and instilling them that 

valuing is futile for life, the subjects of sex and 

lechery images and abnormal behaviors such as 

addicted to drugs will be promoted, and all these 

issues put the field of media violence” [4]. Against 

mass media in transmitting values, ideals and 

teachings of social life, the two most important issues 

of crime and preventing it are the subject of media 

violence. These are very effective in crime 

occurrence and both short-term and long-term have 

negative results and effects. Several theories about 

media violence cited by criminologists say that some 

believe watching proper violent actions is a therapy 

and people who have no opportunity or possibility to 

appear violent behavior can discharge their anger and 

feelings of hatred. On the other hand, they believe 

that watching violent and hateful behavior would not 

lead to the harmful effects on the character, thought 

and behavior of human. Insulting, blabbing, using 

harsh and immoral interpretations of snide remarks, 

suspicion, invasion of privacy, disrespect, libeling, 

lying, gossip, militancy, are among solutions of the 

media in the subject of violence which we have also 

seen in our society [1]. 

 

The role of mass media in crime occurrence: 

 People go towards crime under the influence of 

various individual, genetic, environmental and other 

factors. We cannot certainly determine the full 

impact of any one of mentioned factors alone in 

occurrence of crime, but in a view we can say that 

the media's role is to prepare the person from 

potentially to actuality. It is obvious that in the 

formation of a misdemeanor and a criminal 

character, family and social factors are effective. 

From the perspective of social factors, it is clear that 

in the media through poisoning the atmosphere and 

exaggerating events and happenings and further 

development of immorality, crime obscenity 

reduction in shows,TV shows and programs 

intensifies social injuries. The media in these 

circumstances, outline issues without foresight in 

some cases, and they get away from any analysis of 

criminality and without expertise they are underlying 



59          Alli Zalaghi and Mahmood Shahsavari, 2015 /Journal Of Applied Sciences Research 11(19), October, Pages: 56-60 

 

crisis and destructive social movements [13]. The 

media, especially television play imitation pattern 

role among their audience and we can easily say that 

all people, whether delinquent or not, use television 

and other media which are sometimes tools for peace 

and sometimes are stimulating crime.The media 

affect society attitudes, thoughts, insights and actions 

as far as enter potential people with the lowest 

stimulation to the field of crime. In this case, media 

can be helpful and simply pave the way for a 

commission of a crime by society with a malicious 

program and on the other hand, as was mentioned, it 

is able to reduce the ugliness of an action against the 

social order with inaccuracies officials so result 

disorganization in society as well as social order and 

its harmful future consequences. 

 

The media's role in prevention of crime occurrence: 

 The broad role of media and its correlation with 

prevention has been affirmed by everyone. Effects 

result from the activities and performances of media 

including radio, television, newspaper and reporters 

at the issue of decriminalization and prevention are 

very important and play a basic role in decreasing 

misdemeanor and deviation as well as preventing the 

crisis of penal and justice system in dealing with 

crimes broadly.In this regard, special measures 

should be done in addition to crime prevention in line 

with preventive educational activities and the basic 

steps have to be taken in this matter. The media have 

a great responsibility in carrying out this important 

issue because one way of reducing the rate of 

delinquency is preventing its occurrence that we can 

achieve it by study of criminology in various ways. 

Currently, we can say this is a mission that is 

properly given to the media. The mass media play an 

important role within the context of public opinion, 

providing security and crime prevention. Media is 

like a double-edged sword that in addition to the 

positive performance and pushing the community to 

improve security, in the event of carelessness might 

cause damages and also provide crime. Media are 

key factors of dissemination of information in social 

systems and have a powerful influence on behaviors 

and social norms as social factors. The media can 

also educate the public about the threats, teach them 

necessary attention to preserve and provide social 

security. The media can reflect news related to 

criminal phenomena to impose people specific 

attitudes and organize how their judgment about 

crime and the criminal justice agencies. These 

communication tools can easily make minor issues 

from important subjects and make public opinion 

sensitive to specific phenomena or, conversely, make 

important events to unimportant news. Today 

communication is so important that sometimes 

ignoring this important issue or incorrect operation 

will affect the fate of people and take it to the 

devious path. Journalists as part of the 

communication system can have an important 

contribution in how and take measures as well as 

macro position in the society. 

 

Conclusion and Suggestions: 

 Undoubtedly, informing and raising public 

awareness of citizens can be effective in prevention 

of crime, harm and social abnormalities reduction. 

For this reason, members of the media and the press 

can pioneer in this field and carry out their mission 

properly. In developed and developing countries, 

citizens usually are properly informed and are aware 

of even regional accurate crime statistics. 

Accordingly, they increase protection of property and 

lives of themselves and their family. Therefore, it is 

essential to embed modern politics, and specify the 

boundaries of media role in social control and crime 

prevention and the fight against it. On the other hand, 

we should distinguish the media. Some are disruptive 

for social order and public security that should be 

prosecuted, and on the contrary, the security 

expanding media should pay more attention to 

patterning. In other words, some press increases the 

sense of security, information and public awareness. 

That's why the media and press have to be aware of 

their rights and obligations under the Constitution, 

the press law, the media law, uncertainties and legal 

weakness between the borders of misdemeanor 

inhibitory of and delinquency encouragement. The 

positive points of their performance in informing and 

crime prevention should be reinforced, and the 

negative points reduce after expert studies,of course 

this requires serious pathology. 

 Today at the international level, countries are 

largely in connection with the each other through the 

media. People of any society, follow teachings, 

cultures and values through the media. So, the impact 

of media on activities as well as making culture is an 

important issue and prevention of misdemeanor 

belongs to themedia responsibilities. The result of 

scientific research and criminology is that the media 

have a huge impact on how to prevent crime and they 

can be helpful in their role as an important tool with 

compiled systematic programs. However, in this 

way, we should accept all great expertise by 

spending too much for a useful program in order to 

an anti-crime culture society, so that the norms and 

values will be appeared very important between 

individuals, and institutionalized in the society. The 

issue of prevention through the media have been 

mentioned in the principles of our constitution, as in 

paragraph 2 of Principle 3 in Islamic Republic of Iran 

constitution, the focus is on raising public awareness 

of the proper use of the media, in Principle 156 of the 

same law is also mentioned that the responsibility of 

judiciary is to take appropriate measures towards 

preventing the crime and criminals reform. So these 

two issues should have combined together in order to 

better and more accurate prevention of crime. In 

addition, we should recognize the factors of crime, 

examine and evaluate the formation conditions of a 
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crime in society, the cultural and social deficiencies 

in the context of that society that are directly or 

indirectly connected with the media preventive tasks, 

and then we will achieve positive results in 

prevention. In order to carry out this mission, we 

need to use the experiences of professors of law, 

criminology and different academic disciplines and 

cooperation of the media, judiciary, military and 

police forces. 

 In this path also, considering the importance of 

the media and their programs, I believe following 

items can have a positive effect on the media process 

in crime prevention: 

1- Producing and broadcasting in accordance with 

the mentality and desire of different walks of life. 

2- Teaching simple and proper rules of laws by 

scientific and simple analysis which are 

understandable for different groups of people. 

3- Procurement, production and broadcasting 

programs in accordance with the norms and values 

for all sectors of society. 

4- Using the two axis of programming and accurate 

information through the media and application of 

direct prevention. 

5- Allocating sufficient funds in order to make 

successful programs and away from social culture 

discrimination as well as respecting the rights and 

values of society and individuals. 

6- Better supervision of monitoring council on 

Broadcasting performances. 

7- The more cooperation of judicial system and the 

media. 

8- Producing family-oriented programs with moral 

and cultural principles. 

9- Better management to transfer even better social 

life culture. 
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