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ABSTRACT 
 
This research aimed to identifying and analyzing the role of women in improving the livestock business in Massamaturu Village, 

Polong Bangkeng Utara District, Takalar Regency, and South Sulawesi Province, Indonesia. The type of research used is quantitative 

descriptive in analyzing the data obtained through interviews and observations that began on March and completed by April 2018. The 

collected data from primary and secondary data. Analysis data was descriptive statistic. The result inferred that the domestic role 

played by female farmers spend a total of 5 hours per day. The productive role in livestock farming by a women takes around 3.83 

hours per day. The total amount of domestic work time and productive of livestock women consumes a total time of 8.83 hours per day. 

This shows that the role of women is very important in improving the livestock business. 
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INTRODUCTION 

 

The business activities of a productive livestock sub-sector involve the role of women in the 

implementation of the farm, especially the family farm. Efforts to involve the role of women in livestock 

farming are needed to improve the economy and efficiency regarding the utilization of local resources and to 

improve the status of women in sectorial activities. Rural women perform a reproductive role, encompassing 

childbearing, child rearing, and housework. At the same time, they also fulfill a productive role, engaging in 

paid labor activities outside the house and/or being in charge of a number of tasks related to household farming 

activities, including livestock management. In some developing countries, they makeupfor 43% of the 

agricultural labor force and contribute substantially to livestock management [1].  

Women is a potential, which is now in the increasingly strong and tight global competition, then the 

program of women's empowerment becomes very important in responding to various challenges while utilizing 

opportunities in the future. The position of women who tend to be placed lower than men, causes women's 

ability to contribute and develop the potential is not optimal. Women's participation in development, should be 

accepted in recognition that women also have the right and ability to work outside the home. In general, women 

are driven to earn a living by the demands of the household economy, because the husband's income is not 

enough to meet the needs of the family [2] 

Efforts to introduce new technology that does not take into account traditional practices by men and women 

will not be successful. Patterns in livestock activities (such as feeding, watering, and milking) shift in response 

to seasonal changes, and affect the labor input of women and men. As income-earning opportunities in areas of 
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livestock production that are traditionally handled by women increase, control of these areas may be taken over 

by men. An agreement between men and women beneficiaries which protects the position of women must be 

found. The role of women and their empowerment in the local and regional livestock production system should 

receive special attention. The local practices at the base of livestock production must inform all development 

initiatives, and proposed technologies should be economically feasible, socially accepted and low risk [3, 4, 5]  

The role of women in improving the household economy especially in the livestock sector in the 

Massammaturu village work every day, in addition to active work in households are also active in livestock. 

This is in accordance with the opinion of [6]. The role of women in the household at this time has shifted to the 

shutter outside the home, in the sense that women go out to work to help her husband. The phenomenon of 

women's role and contribution work is enormous, can be seen from the spirit of the women workers. 

Efforts to involve women's gender in livestock farming activities are an effort to improve family economic 

security and efficiency of utilization of local resources and improve women's gender status in sectoral activities. 

The involvement of women in livestock farming activities is an effort to increase the power of input value 

contributed in the production process and decision making process. Women's participation in livestock farming 

activities is able to contribute financially in improving family income. As a member of the family, women's 

gender is also capable of controlling production assets. This situation is very different from the participation of 

women in subsistence agriculture where they act solely as laborers on land that is fully controlled by the head of 

the family. The purpose of this research is to find out the role of women in improving livestock business. 

 

RESEARCH METHOD 

The research was conducted between March to April 2018 at Massamaturu Village, Polong Bangkeng Utara 

Sub-district, Takalar Regencyt, and South Sulawesi Province, Indonesia. To know the role of women in 

increasing the household income, the study was conducted. The population consists of woman livestock farmers 

or who are not farmers of livestock. A total of 25 women were selected based on purposive sampling. The 

selection of Massamaturu village as the location of field practice is done considering the facts that this is one of 

the areas that have highly populated livestock and many breeders. The data analysis used in the research is 

quantitative descriptive. Quantitative descriptive research that involves a particular feature is used for this study 

which includes each type of research based on calculation percentage, average, squares, and other statistical 

calculations. The data was collected from the primary data. The primary data was obtained through interviews 

with the local community using a prepared list of questions. The questions included the identity of female 

breeders, condition of livestock owned by them and the outpouring of working hours in taking care of household 

as well as in taking care of livestock. Secondary data is the data obtained from the institutions in the form of 

general state of the region, population and other data related to the research 

 

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION 

Domestic Roles: 

The domestic roles of women breeders in Massamaturu village, PolongBangkeng Utara Takalar District 

cover the activities such as house cleaning, taking care of children, cooking and washing. The other activities 

outside these activities are socializing with people around the home environment and the rest. Women, 

especially who have a husband, cannot be separated from his nature and as a housewife she must take care of 

her husband and the children. She need to meet the nutritional needs of family members and maintain their 

health. The amount of working time in domestic role played by the female breeders in Massamaturu Village, 

Polong Bangkeng Utara Takalar District is tabulated herewith (Table 1) 

 
Table 1: Number of Working Time (Domestic) Women Breeders in Massamaturu Village, Polong Bangkeng Utara, Takalar District. 

No Activity Total Working Hours (25 People) Average 

1 Cleaning the house 32 1.28 

2 Take care of child  41,5 1.66 

3 Cook 22 0.88 

4 Wash 29,5 1.18 

Sum  125 5 

Source: Primary Data that has been processed, 2017 

 

Based on table 1, it can be observed that the total working time of female breeders in the Massamaturu 

Village is mostly spent in taking care of children with a total work time of 41.5 hours and an average of 1.66 

hours per day. This gets affected by the number of children and their age with an average age below 7 years. 

While the least time is consumed by the female breeders during cooking a total work of 22 hours with an 

average of 0.88 hours per day. Cooking activities do not consume much time irrespective of the number of 

members in the family and in an average, a family has 4 people. Further the family is equipped with electronic 

devices for cooking. Cooking activities are usually done 2-3 times a day. This causes women to be less 
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preoccupied with cooking, so that they can spend time to do other productive works. The average number of 

working hours per day for female breeders in doing all the domestic work is 5 hours per day. 

The results of research conducted by [7] shows, of 53.44% of working women, 72.79% are permanent 

workers, meaning that women have certainty in obtaining income. [8] argue that the income of women workers 

in the clothing industry has a significant contribution to the increase in family income. The contribution of 

women can be regarded as a safety valve or a support for poor households to meet basic daily needs. [9] 

reported that the contribution of women in family income was 21.87%, while the work performed jointly with 

husbands contributed 49.6%. Furthermore, it is stated that the allocation of working time of transmigration 

women in oil palm companies is relatively the same as husbands that is 7 hours per day, while farming in the 

field itself is 4 hours 10 minutes per day 

 

Productive Role 

The role of women in the productive realm includes activities related to agriculture and livestock. In this 

case productive activities include activities of women in the breeding business that includes activities to take the 

feed, feed, and clean the cage. The number of working time of female breeders in the productive realm is 

illustrated in table 2 below: 

 
Table 2: Number of Working Time per Day (Productive) Female Breeders in Massamaturu Village,  

No Activity Total hours/day(25 Org) Average 

1 Taking feed 33 1.32 

2 Feeding 44.5 1.78 

3 Cleaning the cage 18.2 0.73 

Sum 95.7 3.83 

Source: Primary Data that has been processed, 2017 

 

Based on Table 2 it can be observed that the female breeders spend much of their daily time in taking the 

livestock for feeding. Women breeders do activities that take as much as 33 hours of food per week with an 

average of 1.32 hours per day. Since the location to feed the livestock is away from the home, it is observed as a 

time-consuming process. The activities of feeding includes the female breeder leaving home to take the 

livestock to feed, travel and trim and return home. While feeding activities, female breeders spend as much as 

44.5 hours per week with an average of 1.78 hours per day. 

The animals are fed three times a day i.e., morning, afternoon, and evening. The number of working hours 

of breeders, when observed in table 1, on the amount of working time of women, the time that women poultry 

rely on, depends on the number of livestock kept. The more the number of livestock kept, the longer the work is 

done, especially in the productive roles of women breeders. Furthermore, the activity of removing the cage, 

which in other words, disinfection of cage shows the total time taken for breeding work by the women breeders 

in cage-cleaning activities i.e., 18.2 hours per week with an average of 0.73 hours per day. The disinfection of 

the enclosure is performed before or after one cycle of maintenance process. Normally in this activity, many 

breeder women assist the family members. 

The average outpouring of working time for woman breeders is obtained from this field practice and found 

to be 8.83 hours/day. This is derived from a combination of domestic working time and productive working 

time. In the rest of the time, the female breeders used to rest, relax and socialize with other residents. The 

magnitude of the outpouring of the working time for female breeders does not burden other family members and 

at the same time, it does not get a bad response too from their husbands.  

This is in accordance with the opinion of [10] who stated that husbands of women who work in farms, feel 

helped when the farm activities are divided due to which their husbands too support the women in their work. In 

addition, their work as housewives can still be done properly. Furthermore, [11] added that the response of 

husbands to wives who work outside the home is considered as something reasonable for them. This is because, 

the work outside the home, is located not far from home, but just located in another yard from the house. So, the 

husband don’t need to be afraid whether the wife left her domestic jobs. 

 

CONCLUSION: 

Based on the results of the research, the following conclusions are arrived at: The total domestic role of 

livestock farm women in Massamaturu Village, Polong Bangkeng Utara, Takalar District is performed for 5 

hours per day and the total productive role played in the development of livestock at Massamaturu Village 

Polong Bangkeng Utara , Takalar District amounted to 3.83 hours per day 
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