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ABSTRACT

The study was carried out in Dekina Local Government Area of Kogi State, Nigeria in 2009. Primary data
were used for the study. The data were collected from 120 children who were in child labour activities and
their parents/guardians. The data were on the socioeconomic characteristics of the parents/guardians and the
children. The data were analysed with the use of descriptive statistics such as frequency distribution and
percentage. Cobb-Douglas production function was used to determine the effects of some socioeconomic
characteristics on the income earned by the child labourers. Results showed that most of the parents/guardians
had no formal education and they had large households with an average of 12 persons. Their level of income
was low with annual average of about N193,000.00 per household. Children in child labour activities were
aged between 6 – 17 years with an average of 12 years. Many of the children did not go to school. Female
children were more involved in child labour activities with hawking of food items as the dominant activity.
The result of the Cobb-Douglas production function indicated that about 80% of the variation in the income
earned by the children was explained by the variables included in the model. The coefficients for household
size and number of children from extended family/friends were positive indicating that more children from
these sources will be available for child labour activities.The coefficients for educational levels of parents,
number of children of school age, number of biological children and income of the parents/guardians were
negative meaning less number of children will go for child labour activities for households with high amount
of these variables. Recommendations made to reduce the number of children going to work early include
establishment of more schools, introduction of board facilities in schools and empowering parents/guardians
financially so that they can operate large farms. 
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Introduction

A child is a young human being who is not yet an adult (Hornby, 2001). This group of people supposed
to depend on their parents to supply them with their basic needs while they go to school. Once they begin to
fend for themselves and others, it becomes exploitation of their labour. Thus, child labour is the exploitation
of children and premature assumption of adult roles on the part of children by working long hours for low
wages thereby causing damage to their physical, social and health conditions and denial of their opportunity
for education and recreation (Onwuikwe, 1998). Child labour is also physical engagement of the child either
paid or unpaid which is directed at alleviating adult burden outside or inside the home (Oloko, 2000). Denial
of children the right to stay with their parents and working under poor conditions that include long working
hours, poor working environment and heavy work loads regardless of age and sex also constitute child labour
(Dashi and Garret, 2003). Other facets of child labour include child trafficking, prostitution, bonded labour and
pornography. Factors that have contributed to the upsurge of child labour in Nigeria include population
explosion and poverty. Nigerian population is increasing rapidly every year as a result of advances made in 
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medical sciences which have resulted to declining death rates and increasing birthrates. There are more people
to cater for in the households in the face of dwindling resources. Poverty is pervasive in Nigeria. There is low
income which translates to malnutrition, poor health, clothing, shelter and education (Jhingan, 2000).
Government policies such as Structural Adjustment Programme of the ’80s, privatization and commercialization
of public enterprises and presently deregulation of the economy have contributed to worsen the already-bad
economic situation in the country. There is general unemployment and underemployment, under capacity
utilization by industries, outright folding up of many industries and retrenchment of workers. Many parents
have become poor as a result of retrenchment and low wages. As a consequence, parents have resorted to
using the labour of their children to keep the family going. On this, Syed et al (1991) established that parents
were responsible for 62% of the sources of induction of children into employment. Children who work early
in their lives cannot go to school, the consequence of which is perpetuation of illiteracy and underdevelopment.
Such children grow up to become miscreants in the society. The study was carried out to shed light on the
effects child labour has on individuals, society and the nation. The specific objectives of the study were to:
(i) describe the socioeconomic characteristics of the parents/guardians and those of the child labourers;
(ii) identify the activities carried out by the child labourers ;
(iii) determine the influence of some socioeconomic characteristics on income earned by the child labourers. 

Materials and methods

The study was carried out in Dekina Local Government Area of Kogi State, Nigeria in 2009. Primary data
were used for the study. The data were collected from 120 children who were randomly selected from four
major settlements in the area on the basis of 30 children per settlement. The survey instrument was a structured
questionnaire. The children were traced to their duty posts and interviewed. Their parents/guardians also
numbering 120 were located by following the children as they were going to their homes and they were also
interviewed. 

Data collected from the children were on their age, sex, schooling, type of jobs and income earned while
those collected from the parents/guardians were on their educational level annual income and household size.
The data were analysed with the use of descriptive statistics such as frequency distribution and percentages.
Multiple regression was used to determine the influence of some socioeconomic factors on income earned by
the children because income was the main factor that pushed children to work. Three functional forms namely
linear, semi-log and Cobb-Douglas were tested with the data. Cobb-Douglas functional form was chosen out
of the three because it satisfied all the economic, statistical and econometric criteria set for the study. The
Cobb-Douglas functional form was stated implicitly as, 

Y = ax1
b1x2

b2x3
b3x4

b4x5
b5x6

b6,

Where;
Y = Income earned by the children in naira.
a= Intercept on the y-axis.
x1 = Household size (number of persons in the households).
x2 = Educational levels of the parents/guardians.
(1 = No formal education; 2 = primary school; 3 = secondary school; 4 = tertiary School).
x3 = Number of children of school age in the households.
x4 = Biological children in the households.
x5 = Children from extended family/friends in the households.
x6 = Income of parents/guardians in naira.
e = Standard error.

The function was transformed into its logarithm form in order to estimate the parameters of interest. Thus,
the function was explicitly stated as logY = loga + b1logx1 + b2logx2 + b3logx3 + b4logx4 + b5logx5 + b6logx6

+ log.
The variables are as previously defined. In all these cases, the random error term is zero on the average

(Koutsoyiannis, 2001). The hypotheses tested were,
H0 = b1, b2…b6 = 0;
H1 = b1, b2…b6 = 0, where b1, b2…b6 are the coefficients of the estimated parameters.

Results and discussion

The results of the socioeconomic characteristics of the parents/guardians and the children are shown in
Tables 1 and 2 respectively while those of the multiple regression is shown in Table 3. 
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Table 1: Socioeconomic characteristics of the parents/guardians
Socioeconomic items:
Educational levels
No formal education 78 65.0
Primary school 30 25.0
Secondary school 10 8.3
NCE/Diploma 2 1.7
Total 120 100.0
Household size (N0. of persons)
1 – 6 22 18.3
7 – 12 33 27.5
13 – 18 60 50 Average = 11.9
19 – 24 5 4.2
Total 120 100.0
Annual income (N)
10,000.00 – 200,000.00 85 70.8
210,000.00 – 400,000.00 24 20.0
410,000.00 – 600,000.00 6 5.0 Average = 193,000.00
610,000.00 – 800,000.00 3 2.5
810,000.00 – 1,000,000.00 2 1.7
Total 120 100.0
Source: Field survey, 2009.

Table 2: Socioeconomic characteristics of the child labourers
Sex Frequency Percentage
Female 74 61.7
Male 46 38.3
Total 120 100.0
Age (Years)
6 – 9 20 16.7
10 – 13 45 37.5
14 – 17 55 45.8 Average = 12
Total 120 100.0
Education
Not going to school 34 28.3
Going to primary school 47 39.2
Going to secondary school 39 32.5
Total 120 100.0
Types of work done by children
Hawking 75 62.5
Farm Work 18 15.0
Car Wash 8 6.7
Restaurant/Bar attendant 8 6.7
House-help 7 5.8
Wheelbarrow pushing 2 1.7
Apprentice 2 1.7
Total 120 100.0
Source: Field Survey, 2009.

Table 3: Results of the Cobb-Douglas production function analysis of the determinants of income earned by the child labourers.
Explanatory variables Coefficients Standard error T – Values
Constant 1.653 4.891 0.338
x1 Household size 0.037 0.101 0.366
x2 Educational levels of the parents -0.212* -0.072 -2.928
x3 Children of school age -0.010 -0.045 -0.222
x4 Biological Children -0.020 -0.725 -0.276
x5 Children from extended family/friends 0.193* 0.086 2.244
x6 Income of parents -0.363** 0.095 -3.825
R2 = 0.799 or 79.9%
F – Ratio = 13.164
N = 120
** = Significant at 1% * = significant at 5%
Source: Computed from field survey data, 2009.

Educational levels of the parents/guardians: 

Most of the parents/guardians had no formal education with 65.0% of them in this category while 25.0%
of them had primary school education. Those that had secondary school education were 8.3%. Only 1.7% of
the parents/gaurdians had tertiary level of education. Education is very important in determining the occupation
of individuals. Most of the parents/guardians were full time farmers because of illiteracy. Illiteracy retards them
from making progress in their farming career. As farmers, they could not attain optimum production level
because they were not in position to understand and adopt most innovation packages. This is because education
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influences the perception and understanding of individuals. It has positive and significant relationship with
adoption of improved technologies (Obinne, 1991; Agbamu, 2006). The productivities of these farmers were
low because of their inability to efficiently use improved technologies. This translates to low income and
consequently inability to cater for most of their children.

Household size: 

It can be seen in Table 1 that 18.3% of the parents/guardians had 1 – 6 perso ns in their households;
27.5% had 17 – 12 persons while 50.0% of them had 13 – 18 persons. Only 4.2% of the parents/guardians
had 19 – 24 persons in their households. The average household size was 12 persons. Most parents/guardians
had large households in the area. With their low income and hence low rate of capital formation, it became
difficult for such household heads to effectively take care of their children. In such households when output
increased, it was swallowed up by increased population (Jhingan, 2000). This makes children to go out on their
own or on the request of their parents/guardians to work to supplement household income.

Income of the parents/guardians: 

As can be seen in Table 1, 70.8% of the parents/guardians had annual income of N10,000.00 –
N210,000.00; 20.0% had annual income of N210,000.00 – N400,000.00; 5.0% had annual income of
N410,000.00 – N600,000.00 while 2.5% had annual income of N610,000.00 – N800,000.00. Only 1.7% of the
parents/guardians had annual income of N810,000.00 – N1,000,000.00. The average annual income of the
parents/guardians was N193,000.00. Most of the parents/guardians had low income. Most of them were small-
scale farmers who produced low output and hence low income. They did not have the financial where withal
to meet most of the basic needs of their children. Children born of this type of parents/guardians are prone
to work early to fend for themselves and also supplement household income. This is in agreement with
Okeshola and Mudiare (1996) who established that majority of the working children in Nigeria came from
families with poor socioeconomic background.
Sex distribution of the child labourers: 

As can be seen in Table 2, 61.7% of child labourers were female while 38.3% were male. Therefore, there
were more female children in child labour activities than male children in the area. Most of these children were
involved in hawking various food commodities. These commodities were carried on their heads. Carrying loads
on the head is traditionally done by female in the area. Male children carry loads on their heads in their early
years but as they advance in age they shy away from doing it.

Age distribution of the children: 

The number of children that were in the age bracket of 6 – 9 years was 16.7%; 37.5% of the children
were 10 – 13 years old while 45.8% of them were 14 – 17 years old. Majority of the children measuring
83.3% were 10 – 17 years old. The average age of the children was 12 years. Thus, most of these children
should be receiving primary school education or junior secondary school education but they found themselves
working to earn living for themselves and their households. The implication of this is decline in school
enrolment and perpetuation of illiteracy.

Education of the children: 

As can be seen in Table 2, 28.3% of the children did not go to school; 39.2% were in primary schools
while 32.5% were in secondary schools. Those who did not go to school claimed that their parents/guardians
did not enroll them in schools. Some of these children had lost their biological parents and were being brought
up by extended family relations/family friends who were not interested in sending someone else siblings to
school. Some of them had their parents alive but they could not go to school because their parents were poor.
Those who were in primary and secondary schools and were involved in child labour activities were doing it
to supplement their household income.

Types of job done by the children: 

These children were seen carrying out different types of jobs with hawking of food items engaging 62.5%
of them; farm work engaged 15.0%; car wash and restaurant/bar business each engaged 6.7% of them while
house-help engaged 5.8% of the children. Wheelbarrow pushing and apprentice each engaged 1.7%. Many of
the children hawk various food items such as groundnuts, bread and kola nuts because of the low value of the
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head loads of these items. The entry into the hawking business is facilitated by the small capital requirement.
Children that hawk make more money because they can sell several head loads of their traded commodities
in a day as a result of high demand by commuters. Activities like farming and wheelbarrow pushing require
more maturity and energy, hence few children ventured into them. Car wash and restaurant/bar businesses are
cosmopolitan activities and so vacancies for them exist in the few urban settlements in the area. This accounts
for the low number of children engaged in these activities. There were few children in apprentice because those
who do it don’t earn money yet. They have to spend some years to master the trade before they can be on
their own and make money. It is like formal schooling where one needs to spend several years before he can
be employed.

The results of the estimation of the parameters of the Cobb-Douglas production function used to determine
the influence of some socioeconomic factors on the income earned by the child labourers are presented in
Table 3. The function was chosen as the lead equation because its coefficient of multiple determination (R2)
of 79.8% was highest. This means that about 80% of the income earned by the child labourers was explained
by the variables included in the model. The specific results of the variables in the model and their effects on
the income are explained as follows. Household size had positive effect on the income earned by the children
but it was not statistically significant. This means the larger the household size, the more the number of
children that would start work early in their lives to fend for themselves and also supplement their household
income. Educational status of the parents/guardians had a negative effect on the income earned by the child
labourers and is statistically significant. This means that the higher the level of education of the
parents/guardians the less the number of children that will go out work early in their lives. This is expected
because highly educated parents are in position to secure jobs that will fetch them enough income to take care
of their children and even dependants. Number of children of school age in the households had negative sign
but not statistically significant. Where there are many children of school age who are enrolled in schools, the
less the number of idle children that will work. The number of biological children in the households was
negative but not statistically significant. This means that parents don’t like to send their biological children out
to work early in their lives. Whatever the hardship they encounter, most parents try to give some level of
training to their children. This is an agreement with the findings of Fabusoro et al (2006) that most children
staying with their migrant parents in Ogun State were involved in domestic work as a way of training them
to be responsible. Number of children from extended family/ family friends was positive and statistically
significant at 5% level of probability. This means that children who are not staying with their parents are likely
to be made to work early in their lives. Some children who lost their parents may be taken away by relations
to be brought up. Such children end up being working “materials” for their guardians. This is supported by
Fabusoro et al (2006) who found that children of migrant households in Ogun State who were not with their
parents were involved on a permanent basis in child labour work such as house help and manual labour.
Income of the parents/guardians was negative but statistically significant at 1% level of probability.
Parents/guardians with high income can take care of the needs of their children and may not urge their children
to work early in their lives. Declining household income which made it difficult for many parents to meet the
basic needs of their children including school requirements was the main determinant of the supply of child
labour at household level (ILO,2001).

Conclusion

There is child labour in the area. Children of school age are involved in various activities such as
hawking, wheelbarrow pushing and farm work. These activities are carried out Monday to Friday of every
week at the detriment of going to school. The activities of wheelbarrow pushers are even worrisome as they
constitute nuisance to human traffic in the periodic markets in the area. On the whole, illiteracy and
underdevelopment will be perpetuated if the trend is not checked.

Recommendations

The following recommendations are made to reduce the number of children going to work early in their
lives in the area.

More schools should be established to reduce the distance children travel to go to school.
Boarding facilities should be introduced in our schools so that most of our secondary 
School children can be in the boarding schools. 
Scholarships should be given to orphans to enable them go to school. This is because most children found

in street trade today have lost their parents through such deadly causes as accidents and HIV/AIDS.
Commercial banks should be encouraged to give loans to our farmers to increase their scale of operation

and earn more income. With more income, they can meet most of the needs of their children including
schooling requirements.
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