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INTRODUCTION 

 
Natural silk agribusiness is an agro-industrial activity with a series of activities consisting of mulberry planting, silkworm 

rearing, cocoon production, cocoon processing, silk spinning and weaving, and distribution and sale of silk fabrics[3]. Natural silk 

agribusiness is one of the agribusiness businesses that have the potential to be developed in Indonesia, especially in the Soppeng 

Regency. The variety and breadth of the benefits and value of developing silk commodities in the entire production process from 

upstream to downstream positions this commodity to be very strategic. In addition, the development of silk commodities has also 

involved vulnerable groups, such as women, people with disabilities, and the poor [5,7,9,11]. Therefore, the development of silk 

commodities has enormous potential to improve the economy and the environment in South Sulawesi Province. 

 

One of the critical factors in running natural silk agribusiness is labor. One type of workforce that plays an active role in 

natural silk agribusiness is female workers. The role of women in Indonesia is now a greater priority in agricultural development. 

This is reflected in the increasing number of women leading the family. The role of housewives in working on farmland can be 

seen from their contribution to household income [2]. In addition, women have a dominant role in carrying out the core process of 

the silk business, which consists of the supply of raw materials, the work of spinning and weaving, and the distribution and sale 
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of silk fabrics. Therefore, it is necessary to know the characteristics of women who carry out silkworm agribusiness activities in 

Soppeng Regency, South Sulawesi Province. 

 

RESEARCH METHODOLOGY 

 
The population in this study were women who worked in natural silk agribusiness in Soppeng Regency. The population in 

this study consisted of two sub-districts, namely in Donri-Donri District in Pising Village and Often Village, which consisted of 

upstream sector actors comprised of 12 actors in the mulberry cultivation process, 12 actors in the silkworm cultivation process 

and eight actors in the spinning process. While in Lilirilau District in Baringeng Village, which consists of 6 actors in the weaving 

process, the distribution and marketing process is generally carried out in Soppeng Regency. 

 

 

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION 

 
1. Based on Age 

Age is one factor that influences people's behavior in doing a job or in making decisions that can affect productivity. The 

age of a natural silk agribusiness actor can affect work productivity. This is because age is closely related to a person's physical 

strength and thinking patterns, in this case, the actor in natural silk agribusiness. Classification of respondents based on age in 

Soppeng Regency can be seen in Table 1 below: 

 

Table 1. Classification of Respondents Based on Age 

No Age Total (Person) Percentage (%) 

1 Productive 35 89,7 

2 Non-Productive 4 10,3 

                   Total 39 100 

Source: Primary Data Processed, 2022 

 

Based on Table 1, it can be seen that most of the respondents are still in the productive age range. Where it is known that 

the productive age starts from the age range of 15-64 years, while the non-productive age is in the age range above 64 years. So it 

can be concluded that the people in Soppeng Regency who are natural silk agribusiness actors are generally still active and 

productive, both physically and mentally, in carrying out natural silk agribusiness activities which consist of mulberry cultivation, 

silkworm cultivation, spinning, weaving and other activities silk distribution. This follows the opinion of Palabiran in [6], who 

states that a person's level of labor productivity is influenced by age and continues to decrease with age. 

  

The productive age of the female workers in mulberry cultivation, silkworm breeding, spinning, weaving and selling silk 

fabrics, who are generally of productive age or relatively young, is an advantage, as productivity in national labor depends on 

physical strength and good thinking ability being affected. Moreover, enable women workers to get innovations in the activities 

they do. Hence, they can improve their skills in accepting new technologies and devote their working time to every action carried 

out in the natural silk agribusiness business. 

 

2. Based on Education 

Level Education level affects a person in behaving and making decisions. The higher the education taken by a person, the 

better the pattern of thinking and behaving. In a business, a person's level of education affects decision-making and mindset in 

running a business. The education level of natural silk agribusiness entrepreneurs in Soppeng Regency can be seen in Table 2 

below: 

 

Table 2. Classification of Respondents Based on Education Level 

No. Education Level Total (Person) Percentage (%) 

1 Not in School 4 10,3 

2 Elementary School/Equivalent 14 35,9 

3 Junior High School/Equivalent 17 43,5 

4 Senior High School/Equivalent 4 10,3 

              Total 39 100 

Source: Primary Data Processed, 2022 

 

Based on Table 2, it can be seen that the percentage of the lowest level of education is the out-of-school category of 10.3 

percent with a total of 4 people and the high school/equivalent category of 10.3 percent with a total of 4 people out of a total of 39 

people. At the same time, the highest level of education percentage is the JHS/equivalent category of 43.5 percent, with 17 people 

out of a total of 39 people. This shows that the education level of female workers in natural silk agribusiness in Soppeng Regency 

is included in the high category and affects work productivity. This is because the level of education reflects an increase in the 

quality of workers, where the average level of education is getting better, it will positively impact labor productivity[8]. 
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The level of education that tends to be high can be a positive factor in developing a business. Education affects a person's 

decision-making and business management processing mindset. In addition, education will make it easier for someone to accept 

and consider an innovation that can help business development for the better[11]. 

 

3. Based on Number of Family Dependents 

The number of dependents in the family is the number of family members consisting of the head of the family, namely the 

father, mother, child and people who participate in the family are or live in one house that is the responsibility of the head of the 

family. Therefore, the number of dependents in the family is one factor that plays a role in the development of natural silk 

agribusiness, especially in the use of human resources or labor. The classification of respondents based on the number of family 

members in Soppeng Regency can be seen in Table 3 below: 

 

Table 3. Classification of Respondents Based on Number of Family Dependents 

No. Number of Dependents Total (Person) Percentage (%) 

1. 0-3 35 89,7 

2. 4-6 4 10,3 

                     Total 39 100 

Source: Primary Data Processed, 2022 

 

Based on Table 3, it can be seen that most of the natural silk agribusiness actors have family dependents of 0-3 people, 

namely 35 people with a percentage of 89.7 percent. In carrying out natural silk agribusiness, the family can be used as the main 

workforce or additional labor. Apart from being dependents, family members have another positive side, namely being able to 

become additional workers in carrying out business activities[1]. 

4. Based on The Length Of Business 

The respondent's experience in carrying out activities in natural silk agribusiness can affect the level of knowledge and 

skills. This is because business experience affects the length of business. The longer the respondent's experience in running a 

natural silk agribusiness business, the more experience he will gain. The classification of respondents based on the length of time 

the business has been run in Soppeng Regency  can be seen in Table 4 below: 

 

Table 4. Classification of Respondents Based on the length of business 

No. The Length Of Business (Years) Total (Person) Percentage (%) 

1. ≤ 5 Years 2 5,1 

2. 6 – 20 Years 32 82,1 

3.  20 Years 5 12,8 

            Total 39 100 

Source: Primary Data Processed, 2022 

 

From Table 4 above, it can be seen that the highest percentage of service life in agribusiness using natural silk is in the 6 to 

20-year classification of 82.1 percent with a total of 32 people. Then the lowest percentage is around five years at 5.1 percent with 

a total of 2 people. Natural silk agribusiness actors who have quite a long experience generally have more knowledge than 

economic actors who have just started natural silk agribusiness activities. Experience is one of the critical factors that affect a 

person's ability to run his business and in farming/breeding activities where the length of business is an essential capital for the 

success of a farming activity [4]. 

 

CONCLUSIONS 

 
Characteristics of women who do silk agribusiness in Soppeng Regency, South Sulawesi Province, namely the age level 

at productive age (35%), education most of them take formal education (89.7%), the number of family members in the small 

number category is 0-3 people (89.7%) while women's business experience in silk agribusiness is 6-20 years (82.1%) 
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