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 Islam is not a belief but a way of life for Muslims. When a child is young, they can 

easily absorb knowledge when taught to, so instilling Islamic teachings among pre-

school children should be easy at this age. The current problem with Islamic education 

in Malaysia though is that the society themselves, especially Muslims, do not give 
emphasis on Islamic subjects and so the objective is this paper is making Islamic 

education an important aspect in pre-school learning and make it compulsory in the 

syllabus. The method being used to collect data is the quantitative type. The hypothesis 
is Muslim Malaysians does not pay much attention to Islamic subjects and education 

compare to other subjects being taught in school since their only reason for learning 

Islamic knowledge is to pass exams and not to be practiced in daily lives.  
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INTRODUCTION 

 

Islamic education instills in a child the foundations of Islam. Islam is a way of life for us Muslims, not 

simply a belief. In order for a Muslim to grow up living his life in the Islamic way, he must learn and practice 

Islam from a young age. When a child is young, he is the most impressionable and absorbs knowledge just as 

how it is taught (20). A quote from Al-Ghazali  that a child “is a trust (placed by Allah) in the hands of his 

parents, and his innocent heart is a precious element capable of taking impressions”. When a child is born, he 

starts learning about life and everything around him. Information is absorbed like a sponge. 

In Madrasahs, children will be able to learn about the basic foundations of Islam formally such as Fiqh, 

Qur‟an, Hadith, Tauhid, Arabic language, History of Islam and our Prophet swt. The formal Islamic education 

will keep the values and basics of Islam ingrained into the life of a child. 

Islamic education educates the child with the right knowledge of Islam. Providing Islamic education allows 

the right knowledge of Islam to be taught to children. Parents or grandparents may not have 100% knowledge or 

correct information as they may not have gone to classes formally for all aspects of Islam. 

Rather than a child living his life believing or practicing something wrong, formal Islamic education 

enables a child to learn about Islam from properly trained teachers and from reliable resources provided for 

them. At weekend Madrasahs, teachers are certified to teach Islam and textbooks or materials are provided with 

strict accordance. 

Islamic education keeps Islam in the life of the child. For children attending secular primary, or teens 

attending secular secondary school, they hardly have any contact with Islam in any part of their lives in school 

or after school. To keep Islam close to the hearts of our children, sending them for Islamic education at weekend 

Madrasahs for a few hours a week puts Islam into their minds. Throughout their school week, they will be able 

to keep in mind the teachings from their Madrasah over the weekend. 

Moreover, there are many options close to home for such weekend Madrasahs. Mosques can help to 

facilitate the learning process progressively, and he never stops learning and keeping in contact with Islam daily 

or weekly. 

Attending weekend Islamic schools gifts them good companions. In the secular schools, religion is rarely or 

ever mentioned or seen. If Islam is not being practiced at home, our kids might never see the importance of 
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Islam in their lives at all. When your children attend Islamic school, even if for an hour each week, they are 

exposed to other Muslim peers in their age group who are also learning. 

 

2.0 Problem Statement: 

Today‟s youth are the leaders of tomorrow says Ustadz Haron [1]. Every child is born in a state of Fitrah 

(the pure and natural state of Islam submission to the will of Allah) but his parents make him a Jew, Christian or 

a Magian (Prophet Muhammad Sallallahu Alaihi Wasallam). It is the parents and teachers who are expected to 

give an education to develop a child‟s life and spiritual skills in the future.  

Education from the Islamic perspective, as a long life process of preparing an individual to actualize his role 

as a vicegerent (Khalifah) of Allah on earth and thereby contribute fully to the reconstruction and development 

of his society in order to achieve well-being in this world and hereafter [2]. The purpose of Islamic education is 

not to cram the pupil‟s head with facts but to prepare them for a life of purity and sincerity [3] 

The current situation with Muslims in Malaysia is that there is not much emphasizing on Islamic values in 

daily life and in school. The saddest thing happening in Malaysia is when students from all ages only learn 

Islamic subjects like any other subjects, just to pass official exams. Most of them memorize Islamic facts rather 

than practicing or applying the knowledge that they have learned in their daily lives. For example, every 

Muslims are taught about covering their aurah but some students only cover themselves in schools but not when 

they are outside of the school area. They do not see why covering their aurah is important and only see it as 

something you learn in school and to pass exams. It worsens when parents themselves do not care about it too. 

Even when there are emphasizing, Islamic teachings are made exclusive, private and it is usually expensive 

too. For example, the existence of private schools such Genius Aulad, Little Caliphs and Brainy Bunch cater to 

parents who finds Islamic education very important and they are well off enough to pay for their children‟s 

education.  

 

Research question(s): 

1. How much of a priority do Muslim Malaysians see Islamic education?  

2. In what way(s) do they teach Islam through nature to their children? 

 

Aim(s) and Objective(s): 

1. To familiarize the importance of Islamic education for pre-school children using nature. 

2. To mark Islamic education as an important aspect in everyday life, including schools. 

3. To identify the rationale for the establishment of Islamic private schools. 

 

3.0 Definition of Terms: 

Islam brings the meaning of the most complete way of life is found in the religion of Islam. The word Islam 

means, “surrender” to the will of God (Allah in Arabic). Since there is only one God and mankind is one  

species, the religion that God has ordained for human beings is one.  It is not just a belief, it is a way of life.  

 

                                    (from the Quran and its translation) Surah Al-Baqarah, ayah 255  

 
Translation:  

Allah - there is no deity except Him, the Ever-Living, the Sustainer of [all] existence. Neither drowsiness 

overtakes Him nor sleep. To Him belongs whatever is in the heavens and whatever is on the earth. Who is it that 

can intercede with Him except by His permission? He knows what is [presently] before them and what will be 

after them, and they encompass not a thing of His knowledge except for what He wills. His Kursi extends over 

the heavens and the earth, and their preservation tires Him not. And He is the Most High, the Most Great. 

Nature, in the broadest sense, is the natural, physical, or material world or universe. "Nature" can refer to 

the phenomena of the physical world, and also to life in general (21). Nature is everything that was not made by 

man. Nature excludes all things that were introduced by mankind. The definition of nature summarizes natural 

objects, for example, stones, animals and plants. It also reflects on events in nature like the wind, rain, 

earthquakes and food. 
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Nature can be divided in a living and a not living (abiotic) part. The living part of nature consist of all life 

on earth are plants, animals, mushrooms, bacteria and humans. The abiotic part of nature consist of all things, 

that were not made by man and are not living such as the outer space and non-living objects on earth such as 

stones and water. 

Education is a process of facilitating learning. Knowledge, skills, values, beliefs, and habits of a group of 

people are transferred to other people, through storytelling, discussion, teaching, training, or research (24).  

A child is everyone under 18 unless, "under the law applicable to the child, majority is attained earlier" [10] 

UN Convention on the Rights of the Child. United Nations) 

Pre-school is an educational establishment offering early childhood education to children between the ages 

of three and five, prior to the commencement of compulsory education at primary school. They may be privately 

operated or government run and the costs may be subsidized. 

 

4.0 Literature Review: 

Development of Islamic Education in Malaysia 

Islamic schools have always been part and parcel of the Malay-Muslim communities, even long before the 

British came to shores of Malaya. The traditional Islamic schools are known as pondok and were the only mode 

of knowledge transmission existed before mass education was introduced by the British. Pondok education, 

which still exists until today, revolves around a teacher, who attracts students by the dint of his reputation (this 

is an exclusively male domain). Its educational objective is primarily to inculcate students with the values 

needed in becoming a good Muslim, with nary an emphasis on real world practical knowledge.  

In the 1920s many Malay graduates from the Middle East, particularly Al-Azhar University in Cairo, came 

back imbued with reformist ideals to seriously revamp the pre-existing Islamic education. Muslim reformers 

(known collectively in Malay as Kaum Muda) such as Shaykh Tahir Jalaluddin and Sayyid Shaikh al-Hadi 

established madrasah (literally meaning school in Arabic) that employed modern pedagogical techniques and 

introduced secular subjects such as Math, Science and English on top of the normal religious curriculum. It was 

also around the same time that bureaucratization of state religious authority started to take place, and the newly 

formed state Islamic agency began to build and support its own Islamic schools.  

Meanwhile, the British colonial administration had also introduced Islamic instructions in the Malay 

vernacular schools in its attempt to shore up student attendance. It is one of the legacies that can still be found in 

the present national educational system, which absorbed both Malay and English schools into its orbit in the 

early post-independence years. 

Presently, Islamic education in Malaysia can be found in four types of schools:Sekolah 

Kebangsaan (national schools), Sekolah Menengah Kebangsaan Agama(national religious secondary 

school), Sekolah Agama Negeri (state religious schools), and Sekolah Agama Rakyat (people‟s religious 

schools). These schools mainly differ in the portion of religious instruction in their curriculum, management, 

and funding sources. National schools and national religious secondary schools are directly under the 

jurisdiction of the Ministry of Education, while state religious schools are managed by their respective state 

Islamic agency and the people‟s religious schools are established by the local community (using combination of 

funding from federal and state agencies and private donations) and overseen by board of governors (23). 

The Malaysian federal system allows every state to establish and maintain its own religious educational 

standard and curriculum. As a result, there is stark variance in quality and standard across the country, so much 

so that a school certificate issued in one state is sometimes not recognised in another. Furthermore, a lot of these 

state and local schools are poorly funded, lacking qualified teachers (especially for secular subjects) and in such 

sorry condition (22).  

In 1977, the federal government tried to absorb some of these dilapidated state and people‟s religious 

schools into the national school system. It only managed to take over 11 schools out of the 150 originally 

demanded. The states saw this effort as a challenge to their independence and prerogative in the matters of 

Islamic affairs and therefore put up stiff resistance.  

In 1983 the federal government again attempted to standardise the religious curriculum by establishing the 

Advisory Council for the Coordination of Islamic Education (or known in Malay acronym as LEPAI) via the 

consent of the sultans at the 126
th

 Conference of Rulers. LEPAI‟s role is to coordinate the teaching of Islamic 

education in all religious schools that are not administered by the Ministry of Education. However, its authority 

is limited in the sense that it does not extend to the state religious schools that are already using curriculum by 

their respective state religious department. In other words, LEPAI is only responsible for the people‟s religious 

schools, which numbered at 537 by 1977. 

The end of 1970s marked the emergence of Islamic revivalism all across the Muslim world, which deeply 

affected Malaysia. Various Islamic-based groups began to crop up and employ Islamic narrative to question 

many of the government‟s policies. Student leaders such as Anwar Ibrahim (currently the Opposition leader) 

and Ibrahim Ali (now an UMNO friendly independent MP) agitated against the perceived depredations of 

Western secularism and neo-colonial economic policies, which reverberated profoundly across this newly-
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revamped socio-political landscape. Instead of meeting the Islamists‟ challenge head-on, the government 

decided to roll with the punches and try to co-opt the Islamic resurgence movement.  

One of the first moves made by then Prime Minister Mahathir Mohamad when he came to power in 1981 

was to recruit Anwar Ibrahim, who was the president of Malaysian Islamic Youth Movement (ABIM) and a 

vociferous critic of the government. This was done with hopes to take the sting out of the Islamist movement. 

Anwar Ibrahim, in turn, used his position within the government to promote a more expansive role of Islam in 

Malaysian society. 

In the educational arena, more funding was allocated to develop Islamic instructions and build more 

schools. In 1983, the International Islamic University of Malaysia (IIUM) was established as a centre to Islamise 

some aspects of human knowledge, particularly in social sciences and humanities, to make it useful and relevant 

to the Muslim community or ummah (Mission and Vision, IIUM website). Hence the stage was hereto forth set 

for increased influence of Islam within the Malaysian society. 

As previously mentioned the government does not have complete control over all Islamic schools in 

Malaysia. While most of the schools remain compliant to the dictates of federal government, despite being 

under the aegis of state religious agency, some prove to be “problematic” for the powers that be. The quasi-

independent Sekolah Agama Rakyat (SAR) came into the spotlight when some of its teachers and graduates 

were charged with teaching deviant Islam and planning to overthrow the government through violent means.  

In July 2000 a militant Islamic group called Al-Maunah launched a brazen raid into an armoury and 

managed to get away with sizeable number of weapons. Many of the members of Al-Maunah, including its 

leader Mohammad Amin Razali, were graduates of SAR, and thus landing SAR in the government‟s bad book.  

In August 2001 twenty-five members of Malaysian Militant Group (KMM) were arrested by the Home 

Ministry and nineteen of them were graduates of SAR, including Nik Adli Nik Aziz, the son of the spiritual 

leader (mursyidul am) of the Opposition Islamic party PAS and Chief Minister of the state of Kelantan, Nik 

Aziz Nik Mat.  

Later in early 2002 Sekolah Tarbiyah Islamiyah Luqmanul Hakiem, a small Islamic school in the rural part 

of the southern state of Johor, was shut down by the Home Ministry with twelve of its teachers, including the 

headmaster, were detained for suspicions of being members of KMM. All 155 of its students were later 

transferred to other schools. The school was originally founded by Abdullah Sungkar and Abu Bakar Bashir in 

the early 1990s, the two spiritual leaders of militant Islam in Indonesia, who were then fugitives fleeing the law 

in their home country. 

The government has shown that it would not hesitate to use harsh measures if the schools cross the 

permissible boundary, however it is defined. In the aftermath of the crackdown the former Prime Minister 

Mahathir Mohamad announced that: “Of course [we will interfere] if they deviate from the real purpose of 

education, when they use the premises to inculcate our young with their ideologies and aims [sic] to topple the 

Government” (New Straits Times, 1 February, 2002). In March 2003 then Education Minister Musa Mohamad 

announced in the Parliament that government funding for SAR would be diverted to national Islamic schools 

due to dismal academic performance and anti-government activities, which resulted in the transfer of almost 

15,000 SAR students and 2,000 teachers to other schools (Utusan Malaysia, 18 March, 2003). The funding cut 

has also forced many SAR to close down or reluctantly agree to be incorporated into the national school system, 

which would subject them to federal supervision. 

Efforts to quell “anti-establishment” tendencies among some of the SAR prove to be a tricky proposition as 

the government has to walk the tight rope between repelling challenges to its hegemonic rule posed by the 

Islamists and at the same time not coming off as “anti-Islam.” In the context of a heavily Islamised Malay 

society to be branded as such would be a death knell to its legitimacy (at least this was true until a few years ago 

as Islamic discourse in Malaysia has presently started to become slightly more diversified). Religion, in this 

particular context Islamic education, is still a useful political tool ready to be instrumentalised if needs arise.  

Despite its misgiving of SAR‟s “subversive” nature, in November last year the federal government 

announced a RM 35.6 million (AUD 10.8 million) assistance for religious schools (including 22 SAR) in the 

state of Kelantan, which has long been the stronghold of the Opposition. In his speech the Education Minister, 

Muhyiddin Yassin, who is also the Deputy Prime Minister, stated that “this financial assistance proves that the 

federal government does not play favourite when it comes to elevating the standard of national education” 

(Utusan Malaysia, 24 November 2011). While it is certainly the obligation of the government to provide 

adequate resources for all public schools, one does have the right to question its real intention especially when 

the general election is looming large on the horizon.  

All things considered, Islamic education remains an irrevocable part of Malaysian society and will continue 

to be a hotly contested ground for the foreseeable future as the struggle to shape the minds and save the souls of 

young Muslims wages on. [8] 
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THE HOLY QURAN AND NATURE 

 

 
[He] who made for you the earth a bed [spread out] and the sky a ceiling and sent down from the sky, rain 

and brought forth thereby fruits as provision for you. So do not attribute to Allah equals while you know [that 

there is nothing similar to Him]. (Surah Al-Baqarah, verse 22) 

 
And We shaded you with clouds and sent down to you manna and quails, [saying], "Eat from the good 

things with which We have provided you." And they wronged Us not - but they were [only] wronging 

themselves.(Surah Al-Baqarah, verse 57) 

 
And [recall] when you said, "O Moses, we can never endure one [kind of] food. So call upon your Lord to 

bring forth for us from the earth its green herbs and its cucumbers and its garlic and its lentils and its onions." 

[Moses] said, "Would you exchange what is better for what is less? Go into [any] settlement and indeed, you 

will have what you have asked." And they were covered with humiliation and poverty and returned with anger 

from Allah [upon them]. That was because they [repeatedly] disbelieved in the signs of Allah and killed the 

prophets without right. That was because they disobeyed and were [habitually] transgressing. (Surah Al-

Baqarah, verse 61) 

 
And [mention] when Abraham said, "My Lord, make this a secure city and provide its people with fruits - 

whoever of them believes in Allah and the Last Day." [ Allah ] said. "And whoever disbelieves - I will grant him 

enjoyment for a little; then I will force him to the punishment of the Fire, and wretched is the destination." 

(Surah Al-Baqarah, verse 126) 

3:14 
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Beautified for people is the love of that which they desire - of women and sons, heaped-up sums of gold and 

silver, fine branded horses, and cattle and tilled land. That is the enjoyment of worldly life, but Allah has with 

Him the best return. (Surah Ali Imran, verse 14) 

 
And We divided them into twelve descendant tribes [as distinct] nations. And We inspired to Moses when 

his people implored him for water, "Strike with your staff the stone," and there gushed forth from it twelve 

springs. Every people knew its watering place. And We shaded them with clouds and sent down upon them 

manna and quails (salwa), [saying], "Eat from the good things with which We have provided you." And they 

wronged Us not, but they were [only] wronging themselves. (Surah Al-A’raf, verse 160) 

 
And [We brought forth] a tree issuing from Mount Sinai which produces oil and food for those who eat. 

(Surah Al-Mu’minun, verse 20) 

 
[More precisely], is He [not best] who created the heavens and the earth and sent down for you rain from 

the sky, causing to grow thereby gardens of joyful beauty which you could not [otherwise] have grown the trees 

thereof? Is there a deity with Allah? [No], but they are a people who ascribe equals [to Him]. (Surah Al-Naml, 

verse 60) 

 
And a sign for them is the dead earth. We have brought it to life and brought forth from it grain, and from it 

they eat. (Surah Yasin, verse 33) 

 

 
[It is] He who made for you from the green tree, fire, and then from it you ignite. (Surah Yasin, verse 80) 

 
Is it you who produced its tree, or are We the producer? (Surah Al-Waqiah, verse 72) 

 

5.0 Case Study: 

Case Study 1: Christian School In Japan: 

A study was done in Christian school in Japan in 1994 by Susan D. Holloway to find out how they practice 

their belief into school surrounding. Believers built their programs around the view that God‟s love is the 

primary message of Christianity. According to this central cultural model, children are gifts from God, and each 

one should therefore be highly appreciated. Most schools included a daily morning prayer and a prayer before 

and after meals.  

Attending a church service of some kind once a week was common. In the more actively religious schools, 

there was a designated time for listening to Bible stories. At Christmas, they engaged in a number of activities; 

for example, literature samples obtained from two Catholic preschools each feature a photograph of the 

Christmas performance, which was an enactment of the Nativity.  

 



135                                          Mursyidah Mokhtar Mohed and Sumarni Ismail, 2015 

Advances in Environmental Biology, 9(23) October 2015, Pages: 129-147 

 

 

Although the schools spanned a variety of denominations, including Catholic and Protestant organizations, 

the staff held a number of cultural models in common. The directors of the school have considerable latitude in 

formulating their own programs, resulting in more diversity in the areas of materials, activities, and curriculum 

than is seen at any other stage in the Japanese educational system [6,7] 

 

 

 
Source: Susan D. Holloway, 1994 

Children at a Christian preschool practice a song for an upcoming performance. 

 

 
Source: Susan D. Holloway, 1994 

Children use tape during a "junk art" activity at a Christian preschool. 

 

 
Source: Susan D. Holloway, 1994 

Montessori materials are available at this Catholic preschool. 

 

 
Source: Susan D. Holloway, 1994 

A parent volunteer reads with two students at a Catholic preschool. 

 

Case Study 2: Buddhist School In Japan: 

Another study was done by Susan D. Holloway in 1994 on how Buddhism followers instill their belief into 

children‟s education. Believers of Buddhism felt that kindness and consideration should be extended to all living 
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things, including animals and plant life as well as humans. They emphasized this message in the weekly prayer 

service at the temple, and they provided practical experiences, like caring for the preschool‟s plants and animals.  

The emphasis on showing consideration for others is consistent with Buddhist teachings on compassion. 

For Buddhists, both wisdom and compassion are needed to help relieve the pain and suffering of the human 

condition. Buddhist ethics include "a deep sensitivity to the life of the cosmos, an ecological consciousness 

which combines esthetic refinement with a sense of responsibility" [8].  

Japanese Buddhism is particularly explicit in its strong emphasis on compassion. For example, one of the 

strongest and oldest schools of Japanese Buddhism, the Shingon sect, urges its followers to practice Four 

Embracing Acts: charity, kind speech, beneficial acts, and adapting oneself to others. 

 

 
Source: Susan D. Holloway, 1994 

Children at a Buddhist preschool learn to play the drums. 

 

 
Source: Susan D. Holloway, 1994 

Children attend a service at the Buddhist temple associated with the preschool. 

 

 
Source: Susan D. Holloway, 1994 

Children use glue and markers during an art activity at a Buddhist preschool. 
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Source: Susan D. Holloway, 1994 

Children pair up for a game at a Buddhist preschool. 

 

 
Source: Susan D. Holloway, 1994 

Children line up for morning exercises at a Buddhist preschool. 

 

Case Study 3: The Little Caliphs Program In Malaysia (Islamic Pre-School): 

The Little Caliphs Program (TLCP) is an Islamic-English-Creative pre-school program that helps pre-

school children to realize their best spiritual, cognitive, socio-emotional and physical potential. Unlike other 

conventional pre-school program, TLCP has a set of proven creative methodologies for teaching the children the 

meaningful foundation of Islam, learning and living skills in an integrative manner.  

To equip teachers with effective teaching skills, TLCP offers series of trainings on teaching content and 

methodologies. TLCP also comes with business start-up package for Muslim entrepreneurs to open and operate 

their own Islamic-English-Creative kindergarten or child enrichment center. 

The program is offered to be standard curriculum for Islamic-English-Creative pre-school program all over 

the world. 

 

 
Little Caliph’s official student uniform for boys 

Source: http://littlecaliphs.com.my/ 

 

 

 

http://littlecaliphs.com.my/
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Little Caliph‟s Purpose of TLCP 

The Curriculum Mission of The Little Caliphs Program is to instill the love of Islam and knowledge to 

young children” and their Business Mission is providing aspiring Muslim entrepreneurs with a credible 

investment and business opportunity in Islamic-English-Creative pre-school education service provision. 

 

 
Teacher and students of Little Caliphs 

Source: http://littlecaliphs.com.my/ 

 

Little Caliph‟s Beliefs and Philosophy 

The program believes that the benchmark of education is the content and method of Rasulullah s.a.w as 

applied by his noble companions, and there should be continuous improvement of this humble curriculum 

towards following the method. They also believe that education is to prepare the children towards fulfilling the 

duties as the slave of Allah, Khalifah of Allah, and Ummat of Nabi Muhammad s.a.w. 

Knowledge and sciences are indeed signs of the Greatness of Allah, The Creator - as such, knowledge and 

sciences should be imparted to the children in a manner that strengthens their Tauheed and belief in Islam. There 

is a gold mine in every child, when polished and educated in the light of Al-Quran and As-Sunnah, the child will 

be able to live his full potential towards successful life in this world and akhirah. 

A child‟s brain development occurs as a result of the interplay between nature (genes) and nurture (the 

environment); the architecture and size of the child‟s brain is a result of the interaction with adults in his 

environment and everything experienced in the external environment. The early years of a child are instrumental 

in building their healthy self- esteem and positive self-concept as a result of the acquired perceptions, beliefs 

and feelings. 

 

 
A student of Little Caliphs reading a book 

Source: http://littlecaliphs.com.my/ 

 

Little Caliph‟s Subjects and Modules 

The subjects offered under The Little Caliphs Program meet the requirement of Pre-school curriculum 

published by Malaysia‟s Ministry of Education, and more. The subjects are listed below: 

 

• Hafazan 

• Iqra' 

• Islamic Studies 

• Islamic Mannerism 

• English Language 

• Bahasa Malaysia 

• Mathematics 

• Science 

• Art and Craft 

• Practical Life 

• Physical Education 

• Computer Appreciation 

 

http://littlecaliphs.com.my/
http://littlecaliphs.com.my/
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The above subjects are delivered through the following integrated modules: 

 

• Integrated Module 1: Islam in Practical Life 

• Integrated Module 2: Islamic Studies 

• Integrated Module 3: Vocabulary 

• Integrated Module 4: Fast Reading Technique (BM & English) 

• Integrated Module 5: English Skills 

• Integrated Module 6: Mathematics 

• Integrated Module 7: Science 

 

 
Source: http://littlecaliphs.com.my/ 

 

Little Caliph‟s Islamic Studies Module 

Teaching Islam is the most fulfilling element of teaching and learning. TLCP teaches Islam through 

Integrated Cross Curricular and Hands-on Teaching Approach. 

The components for this program includes  

Individualized technique to teach early Quranic Reading, Hafazan using Huffaz System 

Integrated Islam in Practical life in Practical life (Solat, dua, zikr, akhlaq and Aqidah), Science (Adab), 

Vocabulary (Adab, fiqh), Mathematics (Tasawwur), Seerah (History and Geography), Art and Craft and Active 

Learning (Islamic Songs) 

They strongly believe that early learning exposure of Islam in children will leave a long lasting impact in 

their life towards realizing and accepting that Allah is their Lord and Sustainer, Prophet Muhammad (S.A.W) is 

their teacher and role model and Islam is the way of life. 

 

 
A teacher reading a book to her students 

Source: http://littlecaliphs.com.my/ 

 

Little Caliph‟s Six Core Values 

Towards duplicating the special traits of the first generation of muslim (the sahabah) in obeying Alllah and 

following the sunnah of Nabi Muhammad S.A.W, the following core values shall be instilled to all Little 

Caliphs operators, staff, teachers, student and parent. 

 

 The understanding of the Two Kalimah Syahadah  

 The learning and love of the 5-times SOLAT and other obligations as the slave of Allah 

 The love for seeking knowledge and remembering Allah 

 The good manners as a Khalifah of Allah (akhlaq, adaab) and the love to his Muslim brothers and 

sisters 

 The sincerity for Allah, and the belief of Allah‟s rewards in this world and akhirah 

 The duty to propagate the teaching of Islam. 

 

Little Caliph‟s Methodology 

Little Caliph‟s source of knowledge comes from sourcing contents from Al-Quran, Hadith and authentic 

Islamic books and are guided by Tarbiyatul-Awlad (Educating children in the light of Islam). 

Little Caliphs uses Pre-School Curriculum of Malaysian Ministry of Education and instills creative integration 

of Islam and knowledge. They also integrate the teachings of Islam in language, reading, writing, math, and 

science in a creative and lively manner. 

 

http://littlecaliphs.com.my/
http://littlecaliphs.com.my/
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Little Caliphs focuses on four key development and growth areas which are spiritual, cognitive, socio-

emotional and physical.  

They apply and integrate various proven learning & teaching methodologies  such as Whole Brain 

Learning, Multiple Intelligences Teaching, Multi-sensory Learning Styles, Accelerated learning, Creative 

Curriculum. Integrated Learning Systems, 5Rs: Reading, wRiting, aRithmetic, Reasoning, and memorizing and 

Individualized and high personal touch. 

Some of the approaches that are being used are:  

 

 Progress of child is according to ability, not age 

 Using English as the medium of instruction 

 Use of instructional, experimental, and constructivism as a teaching approach 

 Leaning is easy and fun 

 Low student to teacher ratio 

 Joint-partnership of parents and teachers in promoting each child's growth and development 

 Continuous learning and improvement of the curriculum 

 Conducive classroom layout and environment that match the above mentioned methodologies 

Supported by relevant teaching aids 

 

As one of the most known private Islamic pre-school in Malaysia, it is expected for parents or caretakers of 

children to spend some generous amount of money for their Islamic education.  

Usually parents who are well-off and makes Islamic education a priority enrolls their child into this pre-

school for better future. 

 

Case Study 4: Brainy Bunch In Malaysia (Islamic Pre-School): 

The foundation of Brainy Bunch is set upon three major pillars: Inculcation of Islamic practices and 

knowledge into the method and daily life of children and adults in schools, the use of the Montessori Method of 

education, a globally recognized and most effective method of educating children and 100% use of English as 

the medium of instruction and communication in all Brainy Bunch schools. 

Montessori is a method founded by Maria Montessori over 100 years ago using hands-on training allowing 

and teaching the children how to handle the Montessori apparatus and letting the children experience, discover 

and master skills on their own. This process triggers, encourages and further enhances the learning abilities of 

children. The Montessori Method is universal and is suitable to be applied in any part of the word regardless of 

their individual background and culture.  

The Montessori Method benefits children by encapsulating the development of the multiple intelligences 

found in all children. In other words tapping their individual strengths and potentials in any area of development 

is a necessary and intrinsic process that can only be found in this method. Teaching is child-centered and all 

areas of development are geared towards the child‟s natural abilities and potentials.  

In terms of Islamic studies, Brainy Bunch have developed an Islamic Program consisting of the Brainy 

Junior Tahfiz which comprises of lessons in Solat, Hafazan Surah and Daily Doa, Akhlah, Ibadah, Aqeedah, 

Seerah and the Brainy Talaqqi which covers Quran reading. Apart from the above, the program also instills the 

4 main pillars of our Islamic Teaching – love for parents, love for the Prophet, love for Jannah and love for 

Allah.  

The Montessori Method is applied in teaching any subject in Brainy Bunch. Islamic Studies benefit for this 

method as well because didactic materials and apparatus are used to instill the lessons. When it comes to 

learning Arabic language, building Arabic vocabulary is introduced using terminology and nomenclature cards. 

We also have Islamic teaching apparatus to help the program be more interactive.  

The mission at Brainy Bunch International Montessori is to produce a new breed of dynamic Muslims with 

Al-Quran and Hadith as their true guidance in life, and who are able to converse fluently in English. Thus, it 

seeks to coordinate the efforts of parents, teachers, and community member to empower all students to develop, 

through education, the knowledge, skills, and values needed to create better lives for themselves and build a 

more just, ideal society based on Islamic values.  

Brainy Bunch believes that the world can be an Ideal World if everyone follows their true fitrah (nature) via 

the right education and the right environment. At Brainy Bunch International Islamic Montessori, we envision a 

high-quality education founded on a revolutionary, world recognised educational philosophy that is the 

Montessori “method” while simultaneously maintaining the need for Islamic teachings and guidance as one‟s 

way of life, thus allowing parents to enjoy the best of both worlds.  

The greater vision is to ensure that educating children through the Brainy Bunch way reaches far and wide 

all over Malaysia and beyond by committing to our mission of providing extensive training for future teachers 

of Islamic Montessori who are proficient in English and of high standards. 
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Although our primary goal as Muslims is to seek for salvation that will bring us to an eternal life of 

everlasting peace, unity, harmony and joyous existence in the hereafter with our Creator, we believe that having 

success here in our physical world relates directly to enter Jannah; our perfect paradise. 

Success in this life falls under a very broad spectrum, one you might say as very objective. Despite each 

individual‟s opinion about what constitutes a person‟s success, one thing is clear; true success is one that brings 

about true happiness. And the only true happiness emanates from the knowledge of Allah SWT, the knowledge 

of His Mercy and Greatness and the knowledge that by obeying His Commands and imbibing the ways of our 

Holy Prophet Muhammad SAW, we will be successful in this life thus will be assured of our rightful place in 

heaven.  

Brainy Bunch offer students a choice of three programmed from Monday to Friday. Morning session starts 

at 8.30am until 12 noon and afternoon session starts at 1.30pm until 4.30pm. Star sessions starts from 8.30am to 

3pm and for full day programs, it starts at 7.30am and ends at 6.30pm.  

Language learning approach for children (zero learning) – teach a lot of music and movement, poetry, 

nursery rhymes, initial sound recognition, brain gymnastics, storytelling and conservations and vocabulary 

building in English. They also learn early numbers, objects counting, numbers songs and a lot of numerical 

games for Mathematical learning sessions.  

Their programs are divided into 5 categories: playhouse, pre-school, elementary, high school and dream 

tahfiz.  

The playhouse programme uses a holistic approach in shaping our young generation. They aim towards a 

balanced education that will ensure a child will learn both academic subjects at the same time gain an Islamic 

outlook on life. They will have activities that will allow them to learn coordination of movement, sense of order, 

power of concentration and social development. The specially trained teachers will assist in fostering the 

development of their gross and fine motor skills, independence and language acquisition. English is used solely 

as medium of instruction 

The requisites should be around eighteen months to three years of age and the child is able to walk 

independently. The child should also be able to feed on his or her own. 

They will be involved in “Playwork” activities such as: 

Exercises of Practical Life, Sensorial Education, Early Language (Phonics), Early Mathematics, Early 

Brainy Muslim Program, Arts and Craft, Storytelling and Conversations, Music and Movement, and Practical 

Skills, but the last is for Star and Full day students only]. They also learn gymnastics and, or Martial Arts. 

In the preschool, independence is nurtured and self-directed learning is the key and children are encouraged 

to work on projects that intrigue them. A dynamic approach will be applied in shaping the minds of our children. 

Brainy Bunch aspires to equip the children with the latest modern scientific knowledge, subjects and also 

inculcate Islam as a way of life. English is the sole medium of instruction including in all the Islamic subjects. 

In a Montessori preschool, individual learning is practiced and at the children‟s own pace by moving freely 

around the room and choosing from a wide range of hands-on, age-appropriate activities that are designed to 

teach specific skills. The primary goal of Montessori classes is to help children learn concentration, motivation, 

self-discipline and to cultivate the love of learning. 

Some of the activities provided are: Exercises of Practical Life, Sensorial Education, Language (Phonics), 

Mathematics, Cultural Studies, Arts and Craft, Storytelling and Conversations Music and Movement, Physical 

Education, Islamic studies, Brainy Muslim (Do‟a, Hafazan, Solat Dhuha and Quranic Reading), Practical Skills, 

Gymnastic/Martial Arts, Mandarin and Arabic. 

In the Elementary program, the Brainy Muslim integration plan includes the Islamisation of the existing 

Montessori curriculum. A comprehensive, age-appropriate Islamic studies plan (Tawhid & Aqidah, Ibadah, 

Iqra‟, Hafazan, Hadeeth, Adaab & Akhlaq, Fiqh, Seerah, Tareekh, Arabic & Jawi) has been integrated into the 

whole curriculum so our little Muslims may understand the relevance of religion in their daily lives. Over and 

above helping each child develop a basic understanding of these essential Islamic topics, the integrated Islamic 

component enables them to realise the need to incorporate Islamic values and ideology in their young and later 

life as an adolescent and adult. 

The Islamic content covers every spectrum of the Islamic guiding principles to provide a strong spiritual 

foundation to the students. Besides preparing them to sit for the Arabic and Islamic Studies and Culture subjects 

in IGCSE, Islamic studies provides a holistic approach in shaping the child‟s life from a very young age to 

develop their understanding and love towards Islam and practice it as a way of life.  

Hadeeth learning is not limited to memorization but is also incorporated in their daily lives. Before the start 

and end of each lesson, students are encouraged to pick up litters in the classroom and ensure that the class is 

clean. This is in line with the Hadeeth on “Cleanliness is Half of Faith”. The ustaz will stress on this hadeeth as 

an explanation for their actions. 

 Other hadeeth that are learned and implemented in school include hadeeth on managing their anger “Don‟t 

be angry, and Heaven will be Yours” and a constant reminder to sit while drinking “None of you should drink 

while standing”.  
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Often, the Hadeeth taught are synonym to the Montessori method of teaching. For example, in the 

Montessori method, students will be encouraged to play the Silent Games when the class gets too noisy. At the 

same time, students are also taught a hadeeth which means “Keeping silent is considered as (an act of) 

wisdom..” so students are encouraged to be silent to showcase a character of wisdom.  

Also in school, students are encouraged to smile and give salam to everyone “Modesty is part of Faith”, “A 

smile of a Muslim to another Muslim is an alm”. On top of that, they are also encouraged to visit a sick friend in 

hospital. 

 

SPIRITUAL 

 
Source: http://www.brainybunchelementary.com/ 

 

At Brainy Bunch, students are exposed to Al-Quran recitations at an early age of 18 months and 

memorization takes place at the age of 4 years old. On top of that, they place great emphasis on the way the 

child relates to the world at large. 

Students are taught good morals, good characters, good Islamic knowledge and proper Islamic behaviour. 

These are all taught and practised during Islamic Studies session which includes Quran and Hadeeth 

memorization, the study of the Sirah of Prophet Muhammad SAW, as well as Fiqh and Aqidah studies. 

 

PHYSICAL 

 
Source: http://www.brainybunchelementary.com/ 

 

For students‟ personal growth, physically and intellectually,  Brainy Bunch adopt the Montessori education 

method of study, which encourages students to be independent. They are taught to care for themselves and 

perform age-appropriate chores so that they could look after themselves. 

At Brainy Bunch, Physical Education, Taekwando and Gymnastic is promoted as part of our curriculum 

too. They believe that students who take care of their physical, mental and emotional development has a better 

chance of making positive contribution to the world. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.brainybunchelementary.com/
http://www.brainybunchelementary.com/


143                                          Mursyidah Mokhtar Mohed and Sumarni Ismail, 2015 

Advances in Environmental Biology, 9(23) October 2015, Pages: 129-147 

 

 

INTELLECTUAL 

 
Source: http://www.brainybunchelementary.com/ 

 

Brainy Bunch Montessori method handles each student individually, allowing them to only progress when 

have mastered the topic completely. Its mixed age group environment also ensures that students will progress 

according to their intellectual level and not by age, as practised in almost all traditional schools. 

The Cambridge Primary program is offered at the Elementary level, for students aged between 5 to 11 years 

old, whereas the IGCSE qualification is offered to students aged 12 to 16 years old. Students also are given the 

option to attend the Quran Memorization Dream Tahfiz program for one year. 

 

CREATIVITY 

 

 
Source: http://www.brainybunchelementary.com/ 

 

At Brainy Bunch, the authentic Montessori programme is dedicated to providing prepared environment that 

promotes enjoyable learning to each individual child. A child experience learning as a joyful discovery of the 

world and as a rewarding platform to expand on his/her creativity.  

At Brainy Bunch, strong academics are but a foundation upon which to educate the whole child. Going 

beyond classroom learning, they systematically model behaviours and skills, and individually mentor and guide  

students as they build strength of character and learn interpersonal and life skills. 

 

EMOTIONAL 

 
Source: http://www.brainybunchelementary.com/ 

 

At Brainy Bunch, they strive to develop the emotional intelligence in children at an early age, as early as 2 

years old. The programme is dedicated to the gentle nurturing and holistic education of the children in an 

environment where students are cared for in a loving, caring and respectful atmosphere. 

 

http://www.brainybunchelementary.com/
http://www.brainybunchelementary.com/
http://www.brainybunchelementary.com/
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They believe that children who have high emotional intelligence will possess the ability to use their 

emotions sensibly. They will be able to interpret and respond to the emotions of others and therefore, will adopt 

good interpersonal skills and will be able to motivate himself and people around him towards achieving set 

goals and ambitions. 

For high school, the syllabus adheres to the Cambridge IGCSE curriculum while combining with Islamic 

subjects to nurture the young teenagers to be successful and knowledgeable Muslim leaders. Every child is 

attended to individually and will be nurtured to bring out their true potential. Preparing the children to adapt 

themselves to the current society, they will be equipped with modern scientific knowledge by learning subjects 

such as biology, chemistry and physics while using Quran and Hadith as guidance in their lives.  

Some of the activities provided are, English Language, English Literature, Arabic Language, Malay 

Language, Mandarin, Mathematics, Additional Mathematics, Chemistry, Physics, Biology, History, Accounting, 

ICT, Physical Education, Islamic Studies (Tauhid, Seerah, Akhlaq and Fiqh), Brainy Muslim (Do‟a, Hafazan, 

Solat and Quranic Reading) and Martial Arts. 

The Brainy Bunch Dream Tahfiz Program was established with the objective of producing students who are 

able to memorise the Al-Quran, understand it and incorporate its teachings and values in their daily lives. It also 

aims for the students to be proficient in Arabic, for the sole purpose of understanding Al-Quran better. 

Dream Tahfiz incorporates Islamic values in every aspects of life. The core emphasis of this program is the 

development of spiritual side of the students. The students will live in hostel and be taught the Sunnah way of 

living. In a stress-free environment, the students are free to memorise the Surahs at their own pace and present 

any topic that they are comfortable with during daily Tazkirah. The 5 daily Solat will be performed 

congregationally to inculcate the spirit of brotherhood.  

From the Al-Quran, they will learn about Hifzul Quran (Muroja & Tasmi‟) and Tafsir Quran Tajweed. 

During Arabic Language Learning, they will acquire Arabic Wal Qawaaid (Arabic Grammar), Shorf (Tenses), 

Mahfudzot (Wise Sayings) and Muthola‟ah (Fables). In Islamic Studies classes, students will learn about , Fiqh 

Ibadah, Ibadah Amalyyah, Hadith, Aqidah and Seerah. They will also learn about ICT Cambridge (Technology), 

Physical Education, Martial Arts and Archery.  

 

Music To Teach Children About Islam Through The Beauty of Nature: 

Children are easily attracted to music as it stimulates their hearing senses. "It is the doing, in addition to the 

listening, that offers the greatest positive benefit in all aspects of learning, especially in music" (Wilcox, 1999, 

p. 31).  

Learning through music can benefit children in many ways. Music develops listening skills. It is critical that 

we begin to develop listening skill in a child care setting. Many listening games encourage children to pay 

attention to what they are hearing, and even represent that that sound.  

Music invites intuitive responses. Wendy Sims, professor of music education, University of Missouri-

Columbia and chair of MENC's Society for Research in Music Education, states, "Researchers have found that, 

during the preschool and primary years, children demonstrate very positive attitudes toward many kinds of 

music" (Wilcox, 1999, p. 31). Often children moves their whole bodies intuitively to the mood, tempo, and 

dynamics of music, or to a special instrument they hear in the music long before much language develops.  

Music strengthens aural discrimination. Research shows that infants who are sung to and talked to a lot 

develop greater phonemic awareness and later develop larger vocabularies. It has been reported that in utero, the 

fetus hears all sounds as "musical" through the amniotic fluid. Toddlers often join in singing with others, and 

create "infant songs" on their own while they play. Young children who miss these all-important interactions are 

often less expressive and sometimes delayed in their speech, and may be shy in communicating with others. 

They may not sing naturally on their own or with a group. This is music's gentle reminder to us that when music 

tenderly plants the seeds of aural discrimination, it is essential that adult caregivers nurture that seed through 

daily musical experiences that incorporate listening, singing, and moving to music in our child care centres. 

Music helps children, and even adults, to remember. Not only does music strengthen memory, it often 

wraps feelings or emotions around a song that enhances learning experiences. Learning is strongly influenced by 

emotion - "the stronger the emotion connected with the experience, the stronger the memory of that experience" 

(Jensen, 1998, p. 73). 

 Zikir is also a form of music but it reminds of us The Almighty. The zikir can help children to learn Islam 

and love Allah swt from the soothing music. The recitation of zikir on local Malaysia Islamic television 

channels such as Astro Oasis and TV Al-Hijrah, also can be found online such as Youtube, which uses nature as 

backgrounds such as natural sceneries, mountains, beaches, lakes, rivers, flower blooming, insects and 

waterfalls.   

 

One example is Thola'al badru alaina (Selawat Badar) by Zulkarnain Mohd Noor. 
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Source: Zulkarnain Mohd Noor, Selawat Badar 

The singer is playing guitar in a waterfall.  

Water is seen as calming and cooling due to its flowing motion.  

 

 
Source: Zulkarnain Mohd Noor, Selawat Badar 

Insects can be seen in this video 

 

Another example of using nature as backgrounds in videos is Zikir Tenang Hati by Ustaz Abdullah Fahmi. 

Mostly set in Putrajaya, showing the lakes and mosque, but also shows natural settings in the video. 

Putrajaya, Malaysia is a very popular place for artists, video makers and even the public to make videos whether 

it is commercialized or for personal purposes, because of its beautiful landscape.  

 

 
Source: Ustaz Fahmi, Zikir Penenang Hati 

A few natural and built elements can be seen here such as the building and bridge on the left and palms at 

the back. 

 

 
Source: Ustaz Fahmi, Zikir Penenang Hati 

Location unknown. 

 

In another video where only sceneries are including in it is Doa Dhuha by the group UNIC. 
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Source: UNIC, Doa Dhuha 

A beach scene is used in the video. 

 

All these videos are both visually and musically stimulating to children and can be used as a tool to attract 

their interest in showing how nature can teach them about Islam.  This can also encourage them to do more 

outdoor activities.  

 

6.0 Methodology: 

The research method that will be used is the quantitative type. Quantitative research is „explaining 

phenomena by collecting numerical data that are analysed using mathematically based methods (in particular 

statistics)‟ [4]. It be a visual aided questionnaire, both to make it easier for children to answer and pictures will 

attracts children‟s attention.  

 

7.0 Hypothesis: 

The hypothesis for this research is that Muslim Malaysians does not pay much attention to Islamic subjects 

and education compare to other subjects being taught in school since their only reason for learning Islamic 

knowledge is to pass exams. They mostly do not practice what they have learned from school and apply it in 

their everyday life. They do not connect the knowledge they gained with everyday life and thinks of it as 

something to memorize only for testing and passing exams in school. They do not see the relevance of Islamic 

education in what they do every day.  

 

8.0 Conclusion: 

Giving a child formal Islamic education is as or more important as providing any other form of education. 

For the best for our children and for them to grow to be good Muslims, we must provide them the easily 

available Islamic education for them to start living their lives with Islam from young. 
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