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 The settlement of Makkah in the Arabian peninsula was commenced by prophet Ismail 

and his mother Hazar  and the two landmarks that attracted the other tribes to settle 

there was the fountain Jamjam and the Ka’bah, the house of the supreme god. Although 
the teaching of the prophets were monotheism, the settlement grew surrounding the 

Kabah with different idols used a medium to connect with the supreme God in the 

course of time.  
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INTRODUCTION 

 

Pre-Islamic Arabia refers to the Arabic civilization which existed in the Arabian Plate before the rise of 

Islam in the 630s. Arabian Peninsula, which can be simplified as Arabia (Arabic: الجزيرة العربية  al-jazīra al-

ʿarabiyya, Island of Arabs) is situated north-east of Africa on the Arabian plate. The Arabian Peninsula consists 

of the countries Yemen, Oman, Qatar, Bahrain, Kuwait, Saudi Arabia and the United Arab Emirates as well as 

parts of southern Iraq and Jordan. Before the modern era, it is divided into four distinct regions: Hejaz, Najd, 

Southern Arabia and Eastern Arabia. Hejaz and Najd make-up most of modern-day Saudi Arabia. Southern 

Arabia consists of modern-day Yemen and some parts of Saudi Arabia and Oman. Eastern Arabia consists of the 

entire coastal strip of the Arab side of the Persian Gulf. 

The word ‘Arab’ refers to ‘horizon of sands’ or desert place without any vegetation. The geographical 

position of this area made it a land of fortress; a secured valley that can be hard to concurred or attack by any 

foreign force.  

 

Commencement of settlement in Makkah: 

It is difficult to trace the origin of Makkah, but it can be said that even the beginning of the settlement in 

this valley surrounded by mountain it was a resting place of the travelers. Makkah stands on the travelling 

caravan route of Yemen and Palestine. These caravans came in season and the place remained empty at all at the 

rest of the time. A number of water spring made it a natural stopping point. 

It can be granted from the evidence of the historians that Ismail, the son of Ibrahim (ah) was the first to 

make a permanent habitat in Makkah. Before the starting of the settlement in Makkah, Ibrahim (ah) did not 

succeed in liberating the people in Iraq from paganism and migrated to Palestine with his family. Later he 

moved to Egypt. He took his wife Hajar and son Ismail with him away from rest of his family and deposited 

them in a deserted place in the valley of Makkah with some substances. Later, as it was described in the Holy 

book of Quran, Ismail scratched the surface of the earth under his foot and uncovered a water fountain, later 

named as Zamzam. The source of the water attracted Arab travelers to use the place as a rest stop. In exchange 

to the service Hajar and Ismail rendered to the travelers, they were sufficiently provided for. 
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The fountain water of Zamzam attracted a number of tribes and the settlement in Makkah started to begin. 

Jurhum was the first tribe to settle in Makkah. [1] It can be stated that the fountain Zamzam had sprung fourth 

and made the life possible in the barren valley.  

Together prophet Ibrahim and his son Ismail laid down the foundation and built the holy temple of Ka;bah. 

As it has been stated in the Quran, in 3:96-97, 

‘’ The first House (of worship) appointed for men was that at Bakka: Full of blessing and of guidance for all 

kinds of beings. In it are Signs Manifest; (for example), the Station of Abraham; whoever enters it attains 

security; Pilgrimage thereto is a duty men owe to Allah,- those who can afford the journey; but if any deny faith, 

Allah stands not in need of any of His creatures.’’ 

Allah also said in 2:125-127, 

‘’ Remember We made the House a place of assembly for men and a place of safety; and take ye the station 

of Abraham as a place of prayer; and We covenanted with Abraham and Isma'il, that they should sanctify My 

House for those who compass it round, or use it as a retreat, or bow, or prostrate themselves (therein in prayer).  

And remember Abraham said: "My Lord, make this a City of Peace, and feed its people with fruits,-such of 

them as believe in Allah and the Last Day." He said: "(Yea), and such as reject Faith,-for a while will I grant 

them their pleasure, but will soon drive them to the torment of Fire,- an evil destination (indeed)!"  

And remember Abraham and Isma'il raised the foundations of the House (With this prayer): "Our Lord! 

Accept (this service) from us: For Thou art the All-Hearing, the All-knowing. ‘’ 

 

Ka’bah: a religious and urban center: 

From the beginning of establishment Ka’bah gave rise to a number of offices, such as those which were 

held by Qusayy ibn Kilab, when he took over the kingship of Makkah, in the middle of fifth century. As 

described in the book of ‘the Life of the Prophet in Brief’ of Muhammad Bin-e-Abd-Al-Wahab : 

 

a. Hijabah: responsible for the maintenance of the house and guardianship over its keys. 

b. Siqayah: responsible to provide fresh water in Makkah as well as date wine to the pilgrimage 

c. Rifadah: implied the provision of food to the pilgrimage 

d. Nadwah: implied the chairmanship of all convocation held 

e. Qiyadah: responsible for the leadership of the army at war 

f. Liwa: was the flag which hoisted on a spear, accompanied the army whenever it went out to meet the 

enemy 

These all offices were belonged to Ka’bah where all Arabs took worship. These offices were developed in 

different time after the construction of the holy house. 

 

Muhammad Husayn Haykal reported in his book, ‘‘some historians would rather agree that Makkah had 

remained nomadic until the kingship of Quassy in the middle of fifth century CE. On the other hand it is 

difficult to imagine a town like Makkah remain a nomadic while her ancient house is venerated by the whole 

surrounding country. The guardianship of the house has remained in the hand of the tribe Jurhums.  This implies 

continuous residence near Ka’bah, a fact not possible for the nomads bent on movement. Moreover Makkah was 

a trade route connecting Yemen, Hira, Al Sham and Najd- further refutes the claim that Makkah was a merely a 

nomad’s campsite. We are therefore compleed to the knowledge that Makkah, which Ibrahim called ‘a town’ 

and which he prayed God to bless, had known the life of settlement many generations before Qusayy.’’ 

It can be stated that a long time must have lapsed between Ibrahim and Islamils advent to Makkah and their 

building of Kabah and the development of Makkah as a town or quasi-urban center.  

Despite the fact that Yemen was the most advance province in Arabian peninsula and the most civilized one 

according to its fertility, the sound administration and the water resources-the temples never constituted a single 

center of pilgrimage.  

Despite prophet Ibrahim preached monotheism and destructed the statues the people used to worship, the 

Ka’bah, which was a prayer space dedicated to the supreme god-was inhabitated by many idols in the course of 

time [5].  

Generally, the object of worship belonged to three genres: metal and wooden statues, stone statues and 

shapeless masses of stone which one tribe or another consecrated because of its origin was thought to be 

heavenly. All the statues in the Kabah were the resprestation of the idols of different tribes, which they used to 

pray regarding as intermediate medium between themselves and the supreme god.  

  

Construction of permanent settlement in Makkah: 

Reported from the book of Muhammad Husayn Haykal, some historians claim that Makkah had no 

constructed houses other than the Kabah until Qussay become the king because neither Khuza’ah nor Jurhum 

wanted to raise any other construction beside the holy house and neither one spent his life outside the holy area 
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in the open desert. Upon the assumption of the kingship in Makkah, Qussay commanded the people of Quraish 

to build the residences in the vicinity of the holy house [6].  

From the command of the Quassy, the houses were built around the Kabah, leaving sufficient space for 

circumambulation of the holy house. Their residence at the vicinity were spaced so as to leave a narrow passage 

to the holy house between every two houses. 

 The houses of the Makkans surrounded by the Ka’bah stood at a distance from it proportionate to the social 

position, descendance and prestige of the inhabitants enjoyed. The Qurayshis were the most closest to the Kabah 

and related to the account of the offices of Sidanah and Siqayah. Beyond the houses of Quraises, stood the 

houses of less important tribes and further still stood the houses of slaves, servants and those without social 

dignity. As the Jews and the Chrisitans were slaves in Makkah, therefor their houses were in the edge of the 

settlement, near to the desert.  It can be considered from here that the religion of Jews and Christians were far 

decadence from the ear of the nobleman of the Makkah who practiced paganism. The texts of all Makkan 

treaties were kept in Kabah, so that the gods can witness and punish the covenanters who violated their 

promises.  

 

The religious and social life of Makkans in Pre-Islamic period: 

It can be stated from the book of Haykal that the Makkans loved to hold their celebration and drinking 

parties right in the center of the city surrounding the Kabah. About three hundred or more statues were belonged 

to about three hundred Arab tribes, stored in the complex of Kaaba.  

The prosperity, affluence and  luxury which the citizen of Makkah enjoyed, like an island in the large 

barren desert, confirmed the Makkan inn their parochial zeal. The Makkans loved their wine and the revelry it 

brought. The Makkans did not allow scripturists to the city and the Christians or Jews who mostly were the 

servants, were under the binding convent that they would not speak about their religion in the town. The holy 

Kabah tied all the tribes in a thread of union, and none of them had any idea of conquering her from their 

religious respect.   

 

Conclusion: 

The pre Islamic Arabian peninsula, specially the Makkah was a land of the pagans, who used to dwell 

around the holy house of god, the Kabah. The practice of idol worship inside the complex of Kabah was a mean 

of rapprochement with God, even though in reality the same worship had caused them to forget the true worship 

of the supreme one, which prophet Ibrahim used to teach. In the later period, the situation of the religious 

practice was much dominated by the worshiping of idols and paganism was spread out in all the corners of the 

Makkah. The social context of this period influenced the prophet Muhammad, to think about the origin of the 

religions and the authority of worship to a single God. 
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