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 Urbanization processes as the result of population growth, migration and infrastructure 
initiatives have a direct impact to the cultural and heritage sites. On the other hand, this 

paper intends to see the insights into the components of landscape elements on cultural 
and heritage waterfront and evaluate its cultural and heritage criteria as a symbolism of 

place. The upshots designated that a component for successful culture and heritage 

waterfront development generated through five sections namely as sensory surveys, 
quality of views, senses of place and building features. On top of that, the objective of 

this paper is to see the insights into the components of landscape element of successful 

cultural and heritage waterfront and its benchmarks as a symbolic of the place.  
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INTRODUCTION 

 

Landscape ecology by definition is deals with the ecology of landscapes. So what is landscapes element? 

Surprisingly, there are many different interpretations of the term “element of landscape.” The disparity in 

definitions makes it difficult to communicate clearly, and even more difficult to establish consistent 

management policies. Definitions of landscape elements invariably include an area of land containing a mosaic 

of patches or landscape features. [4] Was mention in their book, the landscape element uses complementary 

streetscape design features to provide an attractive and inviting route for a variety of users. Their also identified 

the five component of landscape element for a successful townscape development namely as sensory survey, 

quality of views, and sense of place and building features. However, Turner et al [2] define landscape as an area 

that is spatially heterogeneous in at least one factor of interest that creates a symbolism of place.  Allowing to 

issues we has been notice why component of landscape element has been so important elements in Townscape 

development that will creates overall impression of places. This study was trying to achieve two objectives; A) 

to exploring the components of landscape elements on cultural and heritage waterfront (B) To documents 

component of landscape element as role of meanings in historic waterfront as a visual effect for townscape 

symbolism of place. In the first stage the research will begin by elected the case study at world successful 

Historic waterfront development. In the second stage, after the culture and heritage waterfronts was selected as 

the target locations for observation data collection in deep. On the third stage, subjects were deeply studies on 

component of landscape element along the case study location due to exploring the criteria of landscape element 

that bring up the symbolism of place. In this study qualitative method are fit to the issue and objective. So that, 

the evident came from many source  such as photo observation, and study on documents analysis and other 

resources related to collect society‟ cultural experiences about the symbolism of place. On a top of that, the 

objective of this paper is to see the sights into the components of landscape element at successful cultural and 

heritage waterfront and its benchmarks as a symbolism of place. 
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Literature Review: 

2.1 Landscape element: 

Landscape ecology by definition is deals with the ecology of landscapes. So what is landscapes element? 

Surprisingly, there are many different interpretations of the term “element of landscape.” The disparity in 

definitions makes it difficult to communicate clearly, and even more difficult to establish consistent 

management policies. Definitions of landscape elements invariably include an area of land containing a mosaic 

of patches or landscape features. [4] was mention in their book, the landscape element uses complementary 

streetscape design features to provide an attractive and inviting route for a variety of users. Their also identified 

the five component of landscape element for a successful townscape development is sensory survey, quality of 

view, sense of place and building features. However, Turner et al (2002) define landscape as an area that is 

spatially heterogeneous in at least one factor of interest that creates a symbolism of place. 

 

2.2 Component of landscape element: 

Landscape has in the past being used as a means of urban structuring where consideration of the landscape 

forms influences all developments. The hill towns of Italy and the new town of Cumbernauld in United 

Kingdom demonstrate the strong influences of the landscape and topography in the structuring of these towns. 

Landscaping can be used as a factor which unifies the whole urban form and become the dominants elements in 

the urban composition [7]. 

The influences of landscape on the character of the urban form and the townscape can be assessed by 

identifying the predominant landscape elements features that provide character to the place. [4] also identified 

the five component of landscape element for a successful townscape development is sensory survey, quality of 

view, sense of place and building features. 

 

2.2.1 Sensory survey: 

Sensory survey is about involves assessing the townscape by recording the sensory effects of experiences 

the townscape through the sense of vision, smell, sound kinesthetic and feeling[10]. Hence, it is the sense of 

vision that has a significant impact to the townscape development. On the other hand, assessments of the 

townscape are based on the three major aspects that a related to our senses, namely the sense of vision or optics, 

and the place or effect of the townscape that can be assessed by three means; quality of views, place position 

and the content of the town fabric [1] From the result of these sentence, we will notice that the sensory elements 

very effective due to attract the visitor and gain the spirit of place. 

 

2.2.2 Quality of view: 

According to the book written by Suhana Shamsuddin, [10] he said the quality of townscape is one and the 

same to the quality of view and it‟s about our opinion of a place that mean,is significant influenced by the 

quality of view that we have of the place. As a result, the qualities of view will depend on the massage that 

received by the human mind from the view projected. However, the sensitivity to the details of the townscape 

fabric and the landscape elements that entrap the eye view has depend on the background of the observer. 

Hence, these fundamental principles in the organization of the physical elements will quickly to capture the 

attention of the observer however it‟s also can enable the townscape to capture the attention of the observer. 

Otherwise, the disadvantage result is, the townscape will quickly slip past us as a place that is featureless and 

not worth for remembering [13].  

In opposition, Cullen‟s [1] was mention in her book that categories of Qualities of view into a two; namely, 

i.e. the „existing view‟ and the „emerging view‟ as we seldom see the city in whole view, if we travel by foot or 

in a motorized vehicle. The relationship between these two types of view will depend on the coincidence of a 

few elements that will coordinate the views into a giving some kind of clues that tie different places within the 

townscape together. Cullen‟s [1] coins the term of „serial version‟ is perspective visual of the places that are 

given to the observation in a series requiring the person to explore the town by the clues given until he reach the 

climax where the view of the place is exposed. This creates of visual will bring the sense of dramatic to the 

observer when he ventures into the town and discovering the identity of places through the view that projected 

by the townscapes views. Besides that, the identity & image along the streetscape that entraps the eye views 

such as details of façade, color of building and vegetation, signage, banners and etc. as these component‟s 

elements that enrich the visual experience of the city and make the townscape more memorable and funky. 

Never less more,  Suhana Shamsuddin, [10] was mention the assessment of view is about involves recording the 

types of view experienced and identifying objects that becomes the focal points or elements that direct the 

attention of the eye. While according to the Suhana Shamsuddin, [10] it may be valid that quality of view is 

about the focal point elements if the case study in small area such as, garden or public park but nor for large 

space such as townscape, this study argues the importance of Qualities of view is more to the attract the visitor 

but it not just focus for an focal point only it might be anything. 
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2.2.3 Sense of place:  

In this context place is concerned with our reactions to the position of our body in its environments and the 

visual that we receive is a result of being in that particular location in the town [15]. Hence, a clever interplay of 

physical elements is relation to our kinesthetic senses and exploitation of levels to create a maximum impact in 

between of view and emotional that will bear some of the greatest townscape quality of kinesthetic experiences. 

According to Cullen‟s the art of manipulating levels is a large part of the art in townscape kinesthetic 

experiences. For the example, the levels are natural, such as the result of the contours of the site or artificially 

created to emphasize the important of certain objects or building, the relationship of the physical elements to the 

levels will be significant in creating a unique townscape. Assessment of kinesthetic experiences is involving the 

identifying of places in the townscape that show the quality of enclosure, segregation of pedestrian and 

vehicular movement, linkages between places of different levels, deflection, narrow, courtyard, squares, 

angulated spaces due to irregular juxtaposition of building, projection  or recession of building and vantage 

points. For the example of that, the assess degree of the sense of enclosure by observing the ratio of the height of 

the building to the width of the street or square and the effect of view through the changes of level in difference 

part of the town. Thus, these equally important is the assessment for our emotional reaction as we are subjected 

to an exposed area, cramped place, vantage points on the hill top, directly immediate to the river embankment, 

enclosed in square or courtyard, partially enclosed in an arcaded walkways, etc. It is this emotional response 

brought upon by the position of our body in that space or place gives the meaning to the townscape experienced. 

Kinesthetic experiences of moving through space according to Carmona et al.,[1] is an important part of the 

visual dimension of urban design and thus, this is an important factor to consider in assessing the quality of 

kinesthetic experiences  of any townscape.   

 

2.2.4 Building features: 

[10] was mention in his book „Townscapes Revisited‟, building is the most dominant elements that make up 

the townscape and have an important role in influencing the townscapes and its character. Its influences are in 

the form of its scale, proportion, façade treatments, roof form and materials used. Assessment of architectural 

features involves conducting an inventory of the architectural qualities of the building stock in term of its 

pattern, dominants features, materials, scale, proportion, rhythm, roof form and ornamentations. However [7] 

was suggest that the particular study should analyze the changes of color, material, and detail from district to 

district and it is very opposite from what [10] was express in his book about the building features. 

 

2. 3 Symbolism of places: 

The New English Dictionary defines symbol as “something that stands for, represents or denotes something 

else”. A symbol is an object which imparts meaning to the brain without having relationship to its 

phenomenology [14]. Looking at it another way, it acts as vehicle to gain access to deep rooted memories or to 

otherwise inaccessible areas of memory. Smith and Shuhanah, 1997, argue that cultural development in society 

involves destroying symbols in order to reappraise the truth, which is valid in term of attitude to architecture and 

planning. They identify four distinct fields of symbolism which are relevant to urban environment: associational 

symbolism, acculturated symbolism, symbolism of the familiar and archetypal symbolism. Rapoport and 

Shuhanah, 1997, was express its function is communication and the symbol system gives concrete expression to 

the concepts of value, meanings and etc. As a conclusion symbolism influences perception when it‟s understand 

by the community. Hence, the concept of symbolism embodies abstraction which is understand when the idea it 

presents is understood. Moreover according to [8] for the example water features are used to garnish the 

townscapes garden and plaza as focal point elements; moreover it‟s also function to honor persons or occasions 

namely as recreation and entertainment. 

 

METHODS AND MATERIALS 
 

3.1 Criterion of case study: 

The UNESCO Recommendation[9] affirmed that cultural and historical  area consideration all significant 

elements comprised of  sensory survey, quality of view, sense of place and building features and its  adjacent 

elements [6]. The case study areas are determined in cultural and heritage waterfront of Venice. Accordance to 

previous studies, the cultural and heritage waterfront thrives with rich in culture and historical background, 

significance of a historic waterfront is own spirit of place or genus loci, symbolism of place and essential 

historical value particularly distinguishes from other places or new townscapes. Therefore, the importance of the 

physical of landscape element and social aspect presences in this waterfront are the key criterion of site 

selection. Moreover, the component of landscape elements manifested by the unique architecture building, 

traditional street, old market place, open space, town park, the historical features and sociocultural activities. 
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3.2 Case study method: 

Predominantly, case study is a qualitative research, to exploring the components of landscape elements on 

cultural and heritage waterfront and evaluate its cultural and heritage criteria as a symbolism of place in these 

waterfront. Based on the past literature studies, case study method exemplified a process to gather a sampling by 

the mixture of data collection methods in a period of times (quoted from Stake, 1995 in Creswell, 2009). A case 

study is essentials to investigate the actual life of the contextual supported by many verification resources from 

documentation, direct observations, interviews and site survey [12] to examine the phenomenon experiences [5]. 

The research outlines constructed by literature reviews, photo observation, site observation, to analyses of these 

case studies. The research initial from literature reviews to verify the research variable (parameter) and needed 

secondary data. The literature resources embraced of the journals, conference paper, books, local district 

municipal report, local action plan, maps, brochure, website and old photographs taken from the museum. The 

gist of secondary data were examined through the descriptive content analyses of the site historical background, 

research problem, research methods and integrated the grounded theories of roles of landscape elements 

component in this research review process. Subsequently, the site inventory and site observation conducted to 

collect primary data. The field study and assessment is to substantiate the site issues, landscape elements 

physical characteristics (water features, human activities setting, form and pattern, vegetation and streetscape) 

and sociocultural activities. Indeed, the townscape survey has influenced to the behavioral and site physical 

setting assessment emphasized by Shuhana [10]. She also indicated the sociocultural appraisal and behavioral 

survey entails observations on people daily practice, activity pattern, activity spot, special cultural or tradition 

event. All the cultural phenomenon and social experiences are records through taking photograph. Hutchison [5] 

reveals the survey technique by using photograph is similar to William H. Whyte‟s study on human behavior 

and how people utilized the urban spaces (e.g.: sidewalk, plazas and park). Consequently, the identified 

observation data would be documented in the mapping and table format. 

 

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION 

 
Table 1: Discussion the components of Landscape element at cultural and heritage place 

Components of landscape elements Character of cultural and heritage place 

1.Sensory survey 

 

 
 

Fig. 1: A view of the tourist crowd & tourist trap of shops 
along the walkway, leading to the west end of the 

Rialto Bridge in Venice (Source from: www.tim-

thompson.com)  
 

Market place 

A market place has a magnetic effect in attracting crowds of 
people due to the nature activities that have a high degree of sensory 

survey and stimulation. It is the most effective place for social 

interaction and has a significant impact to the symbolism of townscape 
due to its concentration of human activities and it setting.  Hence the 

sense of movement, aroma, sound and colors fill the air with a sense of 

festivity that dominates the townscapes and able to make the place 

more memorable.  

2.Quality of view  

 
 

Fig. 2: Waterfront will create another quality of view in 
townscapes with beautiful scenery and the 

uniqueness of view. Venice waterfront city. (Source 

from: waterfront.tova.co.za)   
 

Waterfront  

Spatial quality through careful juxtaposition of building in 

relation to the surrounding is capable of creating unique of Venice 
waterfront. Hence, waterfront in Venice was bringing activities to the 

surrounding and strengthening the sense of place besides those 

waterfront activities along the site also gives a strong character to the 
Venice townscape. 

 

3. Sense of place 

 
Fig. 3: Places such as the taxi gondola station are places that 

can give character to townscape due to the 

Transportation hubs 

In Venice waterfront city the water transportation hubs are the 
major nodes in many places and are among the major activities in a 

town. Hence, the water gondola terminal of Venice waterfront is 

considered as one of the most significant place markets of the city and 
is now regarded as one of the symbols of this once Heritage & Cultural 

city due the meaning attached to it. This point is particularly relevant 

to represent the unique of transportation mode that the impact it has in 
giving the townscapes a unique character. 
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uniqueness of the types of gondola used and the way 

they operate. Venice waterfront city. (Source from: 

imgbuddy.com) 

 

4. Building features  

 
Fig. 4: The pocket park at both side of walkways become a 

part of building features for the city and also generate 
the symbolism of place for the townscapes. (Source 

from: www.airstreamtravel.com) 

 

Architecture features 

Building is one of the most important component in influencing 
people perception of identity of place, besides the architecture features 

also the most important factor that influence the distinctiveness of 

symbolism of place.  

 

Conclusion: 

This paper discusses the approach to conducting a cultural and heritage waterfront appraisal which is useful 

tool in outlining the character of any town. The various aspects that need to be considered and way in which the 

visual qualities of waterfront can be appreciated has also been outlined. It is also discovered that the qualities of 

townscapes influencing the overall component of a city and that townscapes deal with relationship between 

landscape elements and thus has to be assessed along the basic. Although it is the way each element responds to 

each other that determines the uniqueness of culture and heritage waterfront. Thus it is utmost important to 

assess the town and observe the extent of the overlays of information in the area. Nevertheless, of utmost 

important is the experiential quality of being immersed in townscapes that is very difficult to identify 

objectively. Thus appraising the culture and heritage waterfront does require tremendous sensitivity using all the 

sensory tools available to get the best effect. So then, to complete this research study, researchers will test this 

content analysis in Malaysia cultural & heritage waterfront to see how far thus component of landscape element 

are really validity to support the successful waterfront development. 
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