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 The British colonial power had adopted a new architectural style in building 
construction. These types of buildings in Bangladesh have the combination of styles 

from other cultures such as European and Indian. This paper will discuss about the 

development of architectural styles that have been experienced in Bangladesh since 
colonial era. These unique architectural styles and motifs have heritage values, many of 

which are being conserved until today but here we will discuss about the rejection of 

their architectural influences in post-colonial period of Bangladesh. In contrast, there is 
an urgent need to develop new appropriate design linked with the past and present and 

also need awareness by both the architects and the planners about the historical and 
cultural perception of a place to relate new designs with the local technology and 

social-economic development. 
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INTRODUCTION 

 

 The international trade of Asia was seized by the Europeans in 1500s to 1600s and this manner diverting 

the profits from Asia to Europe thus, the European became stronger than Asian empires and kingdom became 

weaker. In reality The European colonialism has been started in 1493. European settlement and control was all 

over the America, South Asia, South-East Asia, Africa, Oceania and the Arab Middle East [3]. The colonial 

history of Bangladesh were started dates back to 1520 A.D, establishes the country as the first European 

settlement in the Bengal Delta. Calcutta was established in 1690 when the British commenced exercising their 

influence over Bengal territory. The British, whose primary focus of governance was to extract wealth and 

colonize the Indian people, found their occupation of India no longer financially and politically viable so/than 

left India in 1947 [8]. In 1947, after a long war India got independence but the military history of Bangladesh 

has finished in 1971 and gained the independence [7].  

 

Background of study: 

 The capital city, Dhaka which has the heritage of more than 400 years and it has experienced a lot of 

changes in many different streams by different people. After the Mughal periods (1610 – 1717) the 

Architectural consequence of Dhaka deformed again under the pledge of colonial administrators of the British 

rule. It evoked new areas with new buildings and the city grew in importance as an administrative, educational 

and commercial center. The beginning of the twentieth century marks for the bulk of colonial architectures still 

existing in Dhaka city [5].. With the introduction of the British colonial period, secular structures drew major 

attention [6]. Under the British colonial power developed a unique style of architecture which did not consider 

the environment, climate etc. but grips an imperial expression and discontinue the previous theme of 

development. 

 Colonial architecture reflects grand buildings built for palaces or residential, official, educational, railways 

and art galleries purposes with lofty domes, classical pillars, semi-circular arches and pediments. The 
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combination of the Mughal and the European architectural elements such as motifs, forms and materials used in 

such structures created a new look, easily distinguishable from the architecture of the past. 

  

 
 

Fig. 1: Map of India, Bangladesh and Pakistan- including the map before and after independence. 

 

 The British colonial architecture in Bengal flourishes elegance and sophistication today, and buildings built 

during this period are still used as important government offices, university campuses and Museum such as - 

The High Court Building, Curzon Hall of Dhaka University and Ahsan Manzil. Mitford Hospital, Eden Girls 

College. 

 

Colonial buildings in bangladesh: 

 Identification of the principle characteristics of different architectural elements such as forms, motifs, 

ornamentations, materials and functions of the colonial buildings in Dhaka, Bangladesh -Onion Shaped 

(bulbous) domes, Overhanging Eaves, Pointed Arches,Cusped Arches, Vaulted Roofs, Domed Kiosks, Many 

miniature Domes or Domed Chhatries, Tower or Minarets, Harem Windows, Open Pavilions, Pierced Open 

Arcading [4]. 

 
Table 1: List of colonial buildings in Dhaka. 

No 
Name of the 

Building 
Establishment/Bui

lt Year 
Purpose of use (Initial) 

Purpose of use 
(Present) 

Location 

1 
Nimtoli 
Palace 

(1765-1766) 

Residence of the naib-

nazim (Deputy-Governor) 

of Dhaka Province 

All have disappeared over 

time, but only one gateway 
(Nimtali Deuri) of the 

palace still remains 

Nimtoli Area, Old 
Dhaka 

2 
Ahsan 

Manzil 

(1717-1880) 

1859 – 1872 
 

Residence and Kachary 

(Headquarter) of the 
Nawabs of Bengal. 

Museum - important tourist 

attraction and source of 
recreation 

Kurmitola, Near 

Burigonga River, Old 
Dhaka. 

3 
High Court 

Building 
1905 

Residence for the governor 

of East Bengal and Assam 

Supreme Court of 

Bangladesh 

Topkhana Road (High 

Court Street) 

4 Curzon Hall 1904 
Town Hall for Dhaka’s 

Elite people 
Education: Science Faculty 

of Dhaka University. 
Dhaka University 

5 
North Brook 

Hall 

Late 19th century 

(1874-1880) 

Town Hall (Club House) 

named as “Johnson Hall” 

A facility for social and 

cultural gatherings and a 
library (reading center) for 

the people of old Dhaka. 

 

Farashganj, Old 

Dhaka. 

 

Ahsan manzil, dhaka: 

 Ahsan Manzil situated at Kumartoli of Dhaka on the bank of the river Buriganga, was the residentail palace 

and the kachari (Headquarter) of the Nawabs (1717-1880) of Bengal. It was said to be the Rang Mahal or Andar 

Mahal of Sheikh Enayetullah, a zamindar of Jamalpur pargana (Barisal) during the time of the Mughals. Having 

purchased it from his son Matiullah, the FRENCH made it their trading centre in 1740. Khwaja ALIMULLAH 

bought it from the French in 1830 and converted it into his residence, effecting necessary reconstruction and 

renovations. In 1872, a Kashmiri merchant name Nawab Khwaja Abdul GHANI engaged Marin & Company, a 
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European construction and engineering firm, to make a master plan for their residence. And Khawaja Abdul 

Ghani named it for his son Ahsanullah. 

  

 
 

Fig. 2: Ahsan Manzil, Dhaka. 

 

 The construction of the palace was begun in 1859 and completed in 1872. Ahsan Manzil is one of the 

significant architectural monuments of the country. Established on a raised platform of 1 meter and the two-

storied palace measures 125.4m by 28.75m. The height of the ground floor is 5 meters and that of the first floor 

5.8 meters. There are porticos of the height of the ground floor, both of the northern and southern sides of the 

palace. An open spacious stairway has come down from the southern portico, extending up to the bank of the 

river through the front garden. There was once a fountain in the garden in front of the stairs, though it does not 

exist today. The spacious north and south verandas of both the floors rest on semicircular arches. The verandas 

and rooms are covered with marble [1]. 

 

Renovation Process of Ahsan Manzil: 

 Ashan Manzil Museum: On the bank of river Buriganga in Dhaka the Pink majestic Ahsan Manzil has been 

renovated and turned into a museum recently. It is an epitome of the nation’s rich cultural heritage. It is the 

home of Nawab of Dhaka and a silent spectator to many events. Today’s renovated Ahsan Manzil a monument 

of immense historical beauty. It has 31 rooms with a huge dome atop which can be seen from miles around. It 

now has 23 galleries in 31 rooms displaying of traits, furniture and household articles and utensils used by the 

Nawab. 

 Arrayed in large and small plantations placed all over in generous groups and tall palm tress the mansion 

stands today testifying the splendor and prosperity of the Nawab family that existed and influenced colonial 

Dhaka. The palace and life in it had been ravaged by the passage of time and history, but after its renovation, 

has seen a new dawn filled with rays of memories when it had been turned into a museum for its architectural 

heritage and historic value [1]. 

 

Curzon hall, dhaka university, dhaka: 

 Curzon Hall is an architectural masterpiece in Dhaka, Bangladesh, that has an extremely fascinating 

history. It was significant in many political battles and is today a vital part of traditional education. The 

University of Dhaka has a School of Science division, of which the Curzon Hall is a part thereof. Its massive 

structure stands as a monument to the heritage of education in the city. 

 

 
 

Illustration 1: Fig 3: Curzon Hall, Dhaka University, Dhaka.  
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 One of the best examples of Dhaka's architecture, it is a happy blend of European and Mughal elements, 

particularly noticeable in the projecting facade in the north which has both horse-shoe and cusped arches. The 

style combined traditional art with modern technology and functions and favoured Mughal forms such as arches 

and domes, believed to have entered the Islamic world from the west. It marks the casting aside of veiled power 

after the Sepoy Revolt of 1857, and India's passing directly under the British Crown, seeking legitimacy by 

linkage to the Mughals. The red colour substituting for red sandstone, and the ornate brackets, deep eaves, and 

domed terrace pavilions (chhatris), specially of the middle section are strikingly reminiscent of the small but 

well-known Diwan-i-Khas in the palace fortress of Fatehpur Sikri, Emperor Akbar's capital between 1570 and 

1585. Not only were both cities new capitals, but the deliberate choice of the Fatehpur Sikri style may be 

explained by the fact that the British favoured Akbar as the wisest and most tolerant of all the Mughals, feeding 

into the ideal of their own role in India. As an architectural wonder and home to science, the Curzon Hall is an 

unforgettable attraction. 

 

High court building (old), dhaka: 

 The Old High Court Building in Dhaka is situated at High Court Street, opposite the picturesque Curzon 

Hall. It was constructed in 1905 and designed in Renaissance architectural style. It was built as the house of the 

governor of East Bengal and Assam. After the construction of the building, the advisor of the Indian 

government said that it was not suitable for a governor’s residence. It was then used as a general office and was 

given to Intermediate College (Dhaka College). The High Court Building was built after the division of India in 

1947. 

 

 
 

Fig. 3: High Court Building, Dhaka. 

 

 This is the finest example in Dhaka of the European Renaissance style with few or no Mughal features. It 

has a prominent central porch under a triangular pediment which is supported on Corinthian columns. The 

building is surmounted by a graceful dome which rests on a ring of columns. On entering the building through 

this porch there are two wide verandahs on either side of the 28 foot square entrance hall, which is paved with 

white marble. Beyond is a broad staircase, also flagged with white marble which leads to the upper story. On 

the west of the entrance hall are a couple of drawing rooms of similar dimensions, measuring 25 by 34 feet, and 

these rooms are terminated by a north-south oriented verandah and a long corridor around a large rectangular 

inner courtyard. On the east, there is a ball room which measures 60 by 55’-0” and is fronted by a verandah on 

the south. The inner central courtyard is overlooked on both the east and west wings by long covered corridors 

and a circular projection in the center of each wing, whilst the two-storied northern wing facing south, 

accommodates four large bedrooms measuring 28’-0” x 17”-8” and 25’-0” x 16”-0” with dressing rooms and 

bathrooms between them. These also are flanked by two 9’-8” wide verandahs on both the front and back. A 

staircase through the middle of the north wing leads to the upper story. There are two spiral staircases at the 

corners of the quadrilateral blocks. The entire flooring on the ground floor is of white marble except for 

ballroom which is of polished teak timber planks. The edifice presents a graceful example of the European 

Renaissance style as adapted to suit this country. It is now under the control of Supreme Court. Now it is 

divided into two parts, one part is being used for crime tribunal and the other part for low commission. 

 

Conclusion: 

 Any historical building is a witness of our history and old memories. Sometimes we see that a building of 

high architectural quality has demolished or removed for the sake of modernization and development and it 

replaced by a building of higher design and quality than the original otherwise there is a very little justification. 

But some parts of the historic environment are important to society because these are our heritage assets that we 

value for more than their money’s worth. Kualalumpur city is a good example of old colonial influences and 
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Asian nuances, striking a balance between classic touches with modernism. And Malaysia gained independence 

in 1957 but one thing continues to remain as a priceless heritage – the glorious and majestic British colonial 

buildings that grace the skyline of the city. Some of them have even become iconic city landmarks.  But Dhaka 

city losing its historic and architectural balance behind the modern architecture style because of the ignorance 

and demolition of the important historical buildings though few buildings are still stands as city land mark. For 

Example - Ahsan Monzil, Karzon Hall, Dhaka. Architecture is the carrier of the social, political, and cultural 

history of a nation. Whenever we speak of an architectural style or pattern, we have to loohk behind to search 

for the history, culture and, above all, the aspirations of the people of that period.  On the contrary, there is an 

urgent need to develop new appropriate design linkages with the urban past and at the same time relevant to the 

present. 
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