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 The mosque is a place of gathering where Muslims conduct prayers five times a day 
and worship to Allah. As a place of gathering, a mosque should have convenient and 

appropriate accessibility for the Muslims reach the mosque.  Though in the urban 

context, most mosques contain insufficient public conveyances that should adequately 
provide in order to solve the issues of traffic congestion and parking space. The aim of 

this study is to focus on the accessibility to the mosque in the urban context. Multiple 

issues are put forward on the accessibility to the mosque and the necessity of public 
conveyances provides for mosques in the urban context to overcome the heavy traffic 

congestion condition for better sustainable transportation and successful urban 

development. 
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INTRODUCTION 

 

 As a place of gathering, there is a high number of density of Muslims that come to mosque from time to 

time. Although it is not frequently, but there is an exact period of time where there are a large number of 

Muslims come to the mosque is certain. As always, Muslims come to the mosque to conduct five times a day, 

and there are special event where are a large number of Muslims come to the mosque such as Friday Prayer and 

religious lectures. It is during the special event where the number of Muslims is overflow from the space to pray 

inside the mosque, space to park private transport and to the traffic accessibility to the mosque. 

 In this study is to focus on the public conveyances to the mosque in the urban context, especially during 

special events. It is now historically proven that, the traffic statistic around the mosque in the urban context 

during Friday Prayer occur heavy traffic congestion every week (Google Traffic). Thus, the problem of traffic 

congestion relates to the mosque during special event are not solved by now. Though, tons of initiative have 

been done but there still a lack in the system. Were there still a high number of Muslims made through private 

transport to the mosque and there is a lack of parking space provided at the mosque. 

 Malaysia is a place of multicultural, multiracial, and multi religion. Based on the urban planning, the 

mosque location is due to the Muslims in the area and reserve land for the mosque since mosque is the icon of 

religion and Islam is the official religion in Malaysia. The location of the mosque is crucial where it gives a 

large impacts to the urban planning and the area surround the site. The location of the mosque has a big 

difference from the urban and suburban in the context of accessibility. Where in the urban context, large 

numbers of factor are affected with by the existence of the mosque especially in accessibility.  

 The land for the mosque also restricted to several percentage to provide parking space. Aside that, the 

number of Muslims uses private transport as primary mode of transport is in contrast with the parking space 

provided. Thus, overflow private vehicle are parked on the shoulder of the main road which create a heavy 

traffic congestion. Since there is a high number of transportation activities in the urban context due to the 

activities and event in the city center, it is likely to occur traffic congestion even without relating to the mosque 



27                                                            Mohd Azim B Abd Rahim et al, 2015 

Advances in Environmental Biology, 9(24) November 2015, Pages: 26-29 

 

yet. As the mosque located in the urban context, the location may be nearby to the main road, thus create a 

disruption to the user of the main road. 

 

2.0 Literature Reviews: 

 The mosque is a consecrated place for the Muslim. On the other hand, the car park issue is a lasting issue 

that discolored the picture of the Mosque. These issues happen in light of the fact that it is situated around the 

business center, for example, bank, commercial area, office space furthermore as a focal point for Muslims. The 

issue happened because of the fact that of insufficient amount of parking space that can be utilized by Muslims. 

[4]. As the result of insufficient amount of parking space that can be utilized, a large amount of overflow private 

vehicles park at the road shoulder. For worst condition, several road lanes were used as vehicle parking space 

which cause only one road lane available for other vehicle users. With the density of people used vehicles in the 

urban context, it is a clear picture of the heavy traffic congestion situation. 

 Aldukali Salem state that an increasing amount of newly registered vehicle each year in Malaysia. Within 

2009, around 536,905 were registered in Malaysia and in 2010, alone the amount of newly registered vehicle 

rise to 301,077. [2]. The statistic clearly shows that the existing car park at the mosque would be insufficient to 

cover the increasing number of vehicles each year. In the immerse of the urban development, there is a limited 

number of space to provide vehicle parking space for a mosque, since all the land use are crowded with the 

commercial and office building. 

 The mode choices of transportation consist of private vehicles and public conveyances. Public conveyances 

consist of buses, LRT (Light Rail Transit), KTM commuter, Taxis, Monorail, ERL (Express Rail Link). In 

2010, in Klang Valley, there is a high percentage of 83 percent user were made through private vehicles, 8.3 

percent of people use buses, 5.5 percent of people use LRT, 1.4 percent of people use KTM commuter, 1 

percent of people use taxis, 0.5 percent of people use monorail, and 0.3 percent of people use ERL as their mode 

of transport. [5]. The research article by Onn Chiu Cheun clearly shows a high percentage of people preferred to 

use private vehicles as their mode of transport. The principle explanation for the poor public transportation 

utilization and over reliance on private vehicles is because most travelers favor private vehicles that are more 

cost - and time - efficiency rather than public transport system [5].  

 Aldukali Salem stated that, the public conveyances system in Malaysia is very inadequate and Malaysia 

have the insignificant rate of public conveyances usage than most of the Asian countries. Most people lean 

toward private vehicles due to the level of flexibility, accessibility, enthusiasm for car and driving, satisfaction 

or at times, pessimistic perception about public conveyances [2]. Public conveyances allow versatility of large 

number of individuals to the mosque than people utilizing private vehicles like car. Enhancing public 

conveyances means is a major traffic system strategy to the mosque which Malaysia needs to take after from 

other growing nations. Moves ought to be made to advance the changes of private vehicles to public 

conveyances. The present circumstance of public conveyances can be tended to by enhancing accessibility, 

simplicity and pessimistic of travel to the mosque. Furthermore, it ought to improve reliability, safety and 

security. Public conveyances enhancement can consequently diminish the private vehicles at sufficient rate. 

 Stated by Abdullah Nurdden, as to advance more prominent utilization of public conveyances and less 

reliance on private vehicles, a proficient public conveyances system is certainly required. Higher capacity transit 

systems, utilization of bus lane, bus gates and ITS system are among action that could be actualized to enhance 

the public conveyances system. The application of traffic control policies, for example, in Singapore could 

further upgrade an approach to advances the public conveyances strategy that is moving towards a more 

manageable transport system contrasted to reliance on private vehicles [1].  

 

 
 

Fig. 1: The façade of Jamek Mosque. 
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Fig. 2: Traffic analysis of Jamek Mosque. 

 

3.0 Case Study: 

 The location of Jamek Mosque is in the city center of Kuala Lumpur. Jamek Mosque is located strategically 

close to Station LRT Masjid Jamek. Figure 2 provides the analysis of traffic congested along the Road Tun 

Perak to enter the mosque during Friday Prayer, which proven single public conveyances facilities are 

insufficient to provide for Muslims. Friday Prayer can be categorized as during peak hours of traffic activity, 

where all walks of life, having lunch hour in the urban of Kuala Lumpur. Thus, mosque in the urban context 

need to integrate with public conveyances in order to significantly improve the accessibility to the mosque.  

 

 
 

Fig. 3: Perspective of State Museum. 

 

 Another example is the Penang State Mosque, where the mosque is located at the center city of Penang. The 

mosque is not equipped with any public conveyances. Thus, Figure 4 shows the traffic congestion analysis to 

enter the mosque along the main road Masjid Negeri and Air Hitam during Friday Prayer. As for the Penang 

State Mosque, the mosque provided quite sufficient parking space for Muslim yet the main road to access the 

mosque congested due to the high density of private vehicles used for travel. 

 

4.0 Conclusion: 

 The study is to focus on the necessity of public conveyances for Mosques in the urban context in order to 

promote better accessibility to the mosque. Although traffic congestion cannot be diminish completely. 

Transport policy ought to execute systems to empower financially effective administration of traffic congestion 

without giving much weight on Muslims and urban citizen. Particularly in the special events, seasons and 

occasions. Strategic management of public conveyance ought to be given to reduce traffic congestion. As for 

conclusion, I think the necessity of public conveyances for Mosques in the urban context is highly important 

which can significantly improve the accessibility to the mosque thus overcome the heavy traffic congestion 

condition for better sustainable transportation to the mosque and successful urban development. 
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