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 Background: The Sungai Kelantan riverine cultural landscape is part and parcel of its 

surrounding natural environment; it is a refinement of what was wild at one time. 

Spatial and substance organized in the landscape produce a place that makes sense of 
the world around them and is naturally designed to present their understanding and 

satisfaction about nature in their individual territory. It becomes a space for all purposes 
and gives a sense of pride to be part of and to share with the community. Objectives: 

This paper brings retrospective historical study of Masjid Kampong Laut of Palekbang, 

Kelantan in order to understand and appreciate the characteristic of cultural landscape 
in the villages that are flood prone along Kelantan River Basin. Results: Result of this 

investigation reveals that flood in Kelantan shares a prominent historical legacy when 

one of the earliest mosque in Malaysia has to be relocated in the process of preserving 
and conserving a traditional heritage.  Conclusion: The continuous flood occurrences 

along the riverbank of Sungai Kelantan did not washes away history, tradition and soul 

of place. It is indeed, enriching the local values, culture and creating places with 
genuine local wisdom. 
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INTRODUCTION 

 

Kampong Laut, Palekbang Kelantan is one of the traditional villages located on the West part of Kelantan 

river basin. Kampong Laut to Kota Bharu, the capital city of Kelantan is 3.5km via the waterways (boat transfer 

services) and 15km via major land route. There are a few villages along the riverine namely Kampong Laut 1, 

Kampong Laut 2 and Kampong Laut 3. Other villages include Kampong Kok Keli, Kampong Sungai Pinang, 

Kampong Cad and Palekbang.   

The coverage area of these traditional riverfront villages is estimated at 3.5km square with nearly 6000 

people that includes village settlement, paddy field and orchards. Majority of the villagers are the Malays with a 

small percentage of Siamse people. There are roadways, railway station and motorboat are the major 

transportation means for villages to commute to Kota Bharu, which is located on the East sides of the river.  

Figure 1.0 & 2.0 show location of Kampong Laut, Sungai Kelantan in relation to Kota Bharu, the capital city of 

Kelantan. 
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Fig. 1.0: The location of Kampong Laut, Palekbang, Kelantan. 

Fig. 2.0: Cultural Landscape of the traditional riverfront villages in Kampong Laut. 

        Source: Google Earth (Retrieved: 1 Oct 2015)  

 

The History Of Kampong Laut: 

An article by Wan Azmi [13] in Journal of History informs that a historian, Wan Mamat Wan Seman 

described that Kampong Laut was once located nearby the South China Sea. Continuous land reclamation, 

yearly flood occurrences and expansion of Sungai Kelantan resulted into relocation of Kampong Laut, getting 

away from the seafront.  And this is how the name of Kampug Laut is coined after its early location, which is 

nearby the sea. 

Kampong Laut is one of the oldest villages in the state fund of Kelantan. It is opened together with other 

villages namely Kampong Penambang, Kampong Banggol, Kampong Jeram and a few others. Kampong Laut 

was initially recorded in Kelantan‟s history at the end of the 18
th

 century. Information obtained from an 

informative website by Megat Iskandar At-Terawis [7] reveals that Tengku Long Ismail, the son of Long Yunos, 

the ruling royal house of Kelantan was appointed as the regent and stayed in Kampong Laut. Kampong Laut is 

prominent in the Malay history and even recorded that this village is also called by Munshi Abdullah during a 

visit to Kelantan in 1836. He said: 

“..maka kira-kira setengah dua jam lamanya sahaya belayar mudek, sampailah kepada satu tempat yang 

bernama Pengkalan Tambang(Kg Penambang) iaitu berseberangan dengan Kg Laut..” 

The history of the opening of Kampong Laut (Figure 3.0) may also occur as early as the 17th century if it 

can be associated with one of the oldest buildings of 'Masjid Kampong Laut'. Historians agree that this mosque 

was built around 300 years ago. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Fig. 3.0: A historical images showing congregation held at Masjid Kampong Laut, (May 1970) 
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The Early History of Masjid Kampong Laut: 

Masjid Kampong Laut is one of the earliest mosque build in Kelantan, Malaysia. 

There is not much written manuscript revealing the early history of its authentic development. Indeed, Masjid 

Kampong Laut Kelantan is also described as the oldest timber mosque in Malaysia. An informal and unwritten 

history by the respective older rulers informed that in the 18th century, the state (Kelantan) was the focus of 

Campa people (Javanese, Indonesia) who came to study and explored the laws of Islam include Khatib; a 

religious Imam in Campa Islamic history. According to the stories of the Kelantanese community, the voyage 

from Champa to Kelantan had to stop somewhere as their boats were leaking during the sailing and therefore, 

it‟s unsafe for them to continue their journey to the West. In a very difficult situation, the boatpeople prayed for 

help from Allah; the Almighty and vowed for a mission that, if they survived and whenever the ship reached the 

nearest shore leave, they would build a mosque in that particular place. And therefore, it‟s the faith that the ship 

landed in the shore sides of Kampong Laut, Kelantan. The boatpeople then build one of the most unique mosque 

in South Asia Pacific Region as a commemoration of their survival and to prosper the teaching of Islamic 

religion.   

It was stated in the history that, the mosque is survived by two major floods in Kelantan in 1962 and in 

1967, and finally moved to its current location to prevent it from further eroded and scraping of the land nearby 

the Kelantan River. Architectural mosque of Kampong Laut is very similar to the Great Mosque of Demak, 

Central Java, Indonesia. Therefore, it is believed to carry architectural similarities of the Great Mosque of 

Demak in Indonesia. 

Today, in the effort to preserve and conserve this precious heritage, special heritage conservation works 

undertaken by the Historical Society of Malaysia in collaboration with the State Government to relocate this 

mosque to other safer place, namely in the area of Higher Education Foundation campus in Nilam Puri Islam 

Kelantan, Kota Bharu. This mosque has been rebuilt, as far as possible, according to its original design. The 

mosque reconstruction project was carried out by a group of skilled Malay timber specialist, led by Mr. Husin 

bin Saleh from Kampong Budu Palos, Kota Bharu. The work started in November 1968 and completed a year 

later. In May 1970, the mosque has been submitted by the Malaysian Historical Society to the State Government 

in an official submission employer in Nilam Puri. The following Figure 4.0 extends historical images of Masjid 

Kampong Laut, Kelantan. 

 

 

  
Fig. 4.0: Historical images of Masjid Kampong Laut, Kelantan. 
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The Importance of Preserving Local History And Identity: 

The notion of „identity‟ is one of the leading contemporary issues, debated especially by philosophers, 

social scientists and psychologists [2]). In the field of landscape architecture particularly, this idea has become a 

recurring topic discussed in international scientific conferences and workshops. The current landscape changes 

that “are characterized by the loss of diversity, coherence and identity” are perceived negatively [1]). Relph [9] 

and Stewart et al., [11] define „identity‟ as a constant similarity and coherence which enables each item to be 

distinguished on its own.  

This study focuses on the „identity of place‟, one of the physical environmental expressions of where 

humans dwell. Kevin Lynch [5] defines identity of place as “that which provides its individuality or distinction 

from other places and serves as the basis for its recognition as a separable entity”. Relph [9] stresses that the 

importance of place identity represents a sense of belonging, reflecting whether you are an “insider” or 

“outsider” in a space. Norberg Schulz [6] expresses his concerns on the importance of place identity in this 

modern world with this notion: 

(Norberg-Schulz, 1980, p. 20) 

Lending support to this notion, other researchers have provided arguments and evidence that communities 

alter their existing landscapes as a means of creating identity and sense of place. Wood and Handley [14] and 

Larsen and Harlan [4] believe that landscape alteration is performed for a variety of reasons, including culture, 

religion and economic status. This idea is consistent with Hinds and Sparks‟ [8] (p. 116) assertion that “people 

often identify with what they care about”. Proshansky, Fabian and Kaminoff  [8] explain the concept of place 

identity and argue that: 

The development of self identity is not restricted to making distinctions between oneself and others, but 

extends with no less importance to objects and things, and the very spaces and places in which they are found. 

(Proshansky et al., 1983, p. 57) 

Stewart, Liebert and Larkin [11] suggest that landscape alteration in residential areas is a reflection of 

community identity, heritage and relationship with others. Smith, Nelischer, and Perkins ([12] p. 233) support 

the importance of this phenomenon by saying: 

The character, genius loci or spirit of place is unique to all communities, and to those who perceive them. 

Character is described by sense of place, warmth (friendliness), sense of time (how the present is linked to the 

past), stability, and aesthetics. Sense of place is the distinguishing quality that differentiates one place from 

another, made from a collective representation of a community identity, where residents have a sense of 

belonging, and can identify with. 

(Smith et al., 1997, p. 233) 

Despite the importance of having genius loci, Rishbeth [10] suggests that little research has been conducted 

in regard to cultural ethnicities and their identities in landscape. She believes that landscape architects and other 

related professionals should consider cultural significance in the design of, and decision-making around, the 

built environment. The cultural landscape is able to promote place attachment and strengthen the meanings of 

place. Relph [9] identifies the meaning of place as another important basic element in the living environment. 

He suggests that “experiential landscape” means more than just “objects, landforms, houses and plants”. It is a 

“particular set of personal and cultural attitudes and intentions that give meaning to that setting”. Relph [9] 

suggest that symbols of place features, such as objects of the past, are more important than how people function 

in a setting. This idea is rejected by Kaltenborn [3], Norberg-Schulz ([6], p. 65) and Stewart [11] who believe 

that “meaning of place is more than a location and symbols. It is an environmental character”. 

 

Conclusion: 

The Sungai Kelantan riverine cultural landscape is part and parcel of its surrounding natural environment; it 

is a refinement of what was wild at one time. Spatial and substance organized in the landscape produce a place 

that makes sense of the world around them and is naturally designed to present their understanding and 

satisfaction about nature in their individual territory. It becomes a space for all purposes and gives a sense of 

pride to be part of and to share with the community. This paper discusses on the retrospective history of Masjid 

Kampong Laut of Palekbang, Kelantan in order to understand and appreciate the characteristic of cultural 

landscape in the villages that are flood prone along Kelantan River Basin. Result of this investigation reveals 

that flood in Kelantan shares a prominent historical legacy when one of the earliest mosque in Malaysia has to 

be relocated in the process of preserving and conserving a traditional heritage. In conclusion, the continuous 

In primitive societies we find that even the smallest environmental details are known to be 

meaningful, and that they make up complex spatial structures.  In modern society, however, 

attention has most exclusively been concentrated on the ‘practical’ function of orientation, 

whereas identification has been left to chance.  As a result true dwelling, in a psychological sense, 

has been substituted by alienation.  It is therefore urgently needed to arrive at a fuller 

understanding of the concepts of ‘identification’ and ‘character’.  
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flood occurrences along the riverbank of Sungai Kelantan did not washes away history, tradition and soul of 

place. It is indeed, enriching the local values, culture and creating places with genuine local wisdom. 
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