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 Background: Islam is not a belief but a way of life for Muslims. When a child is 

young, they can easily absorb knowledge when taught to, so instilling Islamic teachings 
among pre-school children should be easy at this age. The current problem with Islamic 

education in Malaysia though is that the society themselves, especially Muslims, do not 

give emphasis on Islamic subject. Objectives: To find out the current general and 
Islamic Education guidelines for Pre-School in Malaysia and public preschools differ 

with private preschools Results: Islamic education should be taught at least two hours 

in one week, according to the current syllabus and private preschools put much more 
emphasis on Islamic education compare to public preschool Conclusion: Islamic 

education is an important aspect in pre-school learning and it should be made 

compulsory in the current syllabus by using the current guidelines provided.   
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INTRODUCTION 

 

Islamic education instills in a child the foundations of Islam. Islam is a way of life for us Muslims, not 

simply a belief. In order for a Muslim to grow up living his life in the Islamic way, he must learn and practice 

Islam from a young age. When a child is young, he is the most impressionable and absorbs knowledge just as 

how it is taught.  

A quote from Al-Ghazali  that a child “is a trust (placed by Allah) in the hands of his parents, and his 

innocent heart is a precious element capable of taking impressions”. When a child is born, he starts learning 

about life and everything around him. Information is absorbed like a sponge. 

  

Brief History of Islamic Education In Malaysia: 

Even before the British invaded Malaya, Islamic schools have always been a part of the Malay Muslims 

communities. Pondok education, which still exists today, is primarily to inculcate students with values needed to 

be a good Muslim with an emphasis on real world practical knowledge. Then Malay graduates from Middle East 

came back to Malaya in 1920s with reformist ideals to revamp the pre-existing Islamic education. Madrasah, 

which literally means school in Arabic, was establish at this time and employed pedagogical techniques and 

introduced secular subjects such as Math, Science and English on top of the normal religious curriculum.  

The British also introduced Islamic instructions in the Malay vernacular schools in its attempt to shore up 

student attendance. It is one of the legacies that can still be found in the present national educational system, 

which absorbed both Malay and English schools into its orbit in the early post-independence years.  

Presently, Islamic education in Malaysia can be found in four types of schools:Sekolah 

Kebangsaan (national schools), Sekolah Menengah Kebangsaan Agama(national religious secondary 

school), Sekolah Agama Negeri (state religious schools), and Sekolah Agama Rakyat (people’s religious 

schools). These schools mainly differ in the portion of religious instruction in their curriculum, management, 

and funding sources. National schools and national religious secondary schools are directly under the 

jurisdiction of the Ministry of Education, while state religious schools are managed by their respective state 

Islamic agency and the people’s religious schools are established by the local community (using combination of 



119                                                            Mursyidah Mokhtar Mohed et al, 2015 

Advances in Environmental Biology, 9(24) November 2015, Pages:118-120 

 
funding from federal and state agencies and private donations) and overseen by board of governors. (Azmil 

Tayeb, 2012) [1] 

 

Current Guideline For Pre-School In Malaysia: 

Both public and private preschool must follow the National Preschool Curriculum as stipulated in the 

National Education Act 1996[8].  Pre-school education involve kindergarten or child guidance center also 

known as TADIKA for children aged 4 to 6 years old and is provided by several government agencies such as 

the Ministry of Education (MOE), the Ministry of Rural and Regional Development and the National Unity 

Department. They are also provided by private bodies and voluntary organizations. 

The pioneer in the setting up of preschools is the Ministry of Rural Development which began in the early 

1970's. There are currently 8307 preschools set up by this ministry which are commonly known as the KEMAS 

preschool. KEMAS preschools are located in rural or suburban areas and are set up based on requests by local 

authorities. 

Under the Department of National Unity, PERPADUAN preschools were established in urban areas where 

'Rukun Tetangga' (a friendly neighbourhood scheme) existed. At present, there are 1496 PERPADUAN 

preschools. In 1992, the Ministry of Education (MOE) started setting up preschools as an annex to existing 

primary schools through a pilot project. This was extended to the entire nation in 1993 and currently, there are 

about 5905 of such preschools. Other providers of preschool education include also the State Religious 

Department and ABIM (Angkatan Belia Islam Malaysia). 

In 2003, MOE set the National Preschool Curriculum which all preschools, public and private are required 

to follow. The National Preschool Curriculum is based on the principles of Rukun Negara and the National 

Philosophy of Education; and aims to develop social skills, intellectual skills, physical skills, spiritual skills and 

aesthetic values or creativity and appreciation. 

 
Table 1: The three main types of public preschools in Malaysia (as of 2007)  

Types of preschool KEMAS preschools MOE preschools PERPADUAN preschools 

Number of classes 8307 classes 5905 classes 1496 classes 

Percentage (by class) 52.9% 37.9% 9.5% 

Enrolment 198,275 147,625 38,952 

 

Children in government aided preschools follow a common national curriculum taught in Malay Language 

from the preschool level onwards (Ministry of Education, 2003) [2]. The private preschools that are using 

English in teaching and learning as the main language must teach Malay language as a subject for at least two 

hours a week. The main focus that the Ministry of Education has suggested is outline below: 

 
Item Term Time estimated 

1. Malay Language to be taught in preschools are not using Malay as the main 

language 

At least two hours a week 

2. English to be taught in preschools are not using English as the main language At least one hour a week 

3. Islamic Education for muslim children only and Moral Education for non-

muslim children 

At least two hours a week 

Source: Ministry of Education, the National Preschool Curriculum, 2003, p.74[2] 
 

Teachers still able to be flexible even though they have to follow the National Preschool Curriculum 

2003[x] and this enable them to make changes according to situations, for example Public Holidays such as 

Independence Day and Eid celebrations.  

Children in preschool do not have to undergo individual and written exams. Usually the development and 

achievement evaluations are done in class by observing the children. The observations are based on behavior, 

interaction, conversation and the children’s work. Every teacher has to evaluate children’s achievement 

continuously and their development in the cognitive is a part of the teaching and learning process. 

The existence of private preschools is seen as an alternative by the government for better education, 

especially for well-off guardians. These preschools are required to use the National Preschool Curriculum as 

stipulated in the National Education Act 1996[8].  

A study done by Lily Muliana in 2013[3] suggested that one of the trends as to why parents sent their 

children to private preschools is religious based. Out of 162 participating Malay parents, 95.1% parents decided 

on Islamic-based preschool as their choice of pre-school for their children[4]. Teaching children religion is 

considered as one of the most important aspects of family life and is primarily the responsibility of parents[5]. 

Ilm’ or knowledge is one of the most fundamental and powerful concepts of Islam, the absolute source of 

knowledge and the judge of validity is the Qur’an[6]. 

Lily Muliana (2013) also concludes that private preschools provides more religious environment to the 

children as what parents aim to ensure their children can read Qur’an and pray at an early age. The first five 
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years of a child’s life has been long been acknowledged by psychologists as important for their formative 

years[7] 

 
Table 2: The difference between public and private preschool in Malaysia 

Item Discuss Public Preschool Private Preschool 

Teaching and 

Learning 
 Teacher-centered 

 Drill technique 

 Limited learning materials and facilities 

 Child-centered 

 Classroom condusive for learning  

 Appropriate learning materials and 
facilities 

Teacher Qualification  Locally trained 

 Lack professional development  

 Some not qualify to be an early childhood 

teacher 

 Locally and abroad trained 

 Professional in dealings with parents 
and children  

 Mostly high qualified 

Teacher-Child Ratio 1:25 1:15 

Curriculum  Emphasize social and emotional 

development  

 Follow the government goals and 

objectives 

 Intermediate Language: Malay 

 Funded by government  

 Program organized and controlled by the 

government 

 Emphasize cognitive development  

 Adjustable goals and objectives by the 
potential of children  

 Intermediate Language: Malay, English, 
Chinese and Tamil or mix languages 

 Run by NGOs or individuals, for profits 
or welfare purposes 

 Enriched programs such as Quran 
recitation, martial arts, ballet, drama, modern dance 

and art 

Operation Schedule Only one option, 

8am – 12pm 

Many options provided, 

7am – 12pm 
7am – 3 pm 

7am – 6 pm 

Rules and Regulations Government authorities Each private institution authorities 

 

 

Conclusion: 

Seeing how much of an emphasis given to Islamic education in private preschools compare to public 

preschools, Islamic education is a very significant aspect in pre-school learning and it should be made 

compulsory in the current syllabus by using guidelines provided. Parents or guardians who are well-off and are 

concerned about the lack of Islamic education being practiced in their child’s life will do anything to get the best 

education for them.  
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