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 The main purpose of research,was study of relationship between rearing style and moral 
development. The statistical sample of this research contained of 321 students (155male 

and 166female) and 321 parents (mother) in primary school of torbat jam city, That 

were determined through randomly cluster selection. The rearing style scale (baumrind, 
2000) and moral development (MJT,1998) were administered to all the subjects. For 

analyzing research hypothesis, we have used pearson correlation, multiple regression, 
point biserial correlation, The results of this research showed that there are a positive 

relationship between rearing styles (authorative) and moral development (0/28), and 

negative relationship with authoritarin and permissive rearing styles(-0/23 ,-0/28). 
Rearing styles can significantly predicted moral development. There are a positive 

relationship between social and economic class and mother education with moral 

development but there is no significant relationship multiplicity childes and moral 
development .social and economic class and mother education can significantly 

predicted moral development.. 
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INTRODUCTION 

 

 Despite of some different moral values,familiarization of children with the moral law is one of the main 

tasks of the cultural communities which seem,in the most cultures,the first effective factor contributing to the 

moral development of children associated with family and their parenting styles.Today, several research in 

parenting style and its effectsin growthing of children and adolescents have been performedwhich the most 

popular investigation in this context, with providing three style including parenting Forcefulness, authoritarian 

and careless, is boum rind theory (1967,1971). Furthermore, due to importance of mentioned research, the 

assessment of it was done. 

 

Forcefulness parenting style:  

 accordingly, parents responsible for respecting to children's character and appropriate inhibition of 

them.was described that this parents benefit from direct strategies with great kindness in parenting by which 

they are friendlyin relations [1] reported that the kindness and protection of children caused the high levels of 

ratiocination for them. So,dechoris and janson quoted fromboumrid which in this style, partners have high level 

of reasoning and supportive behaviors and following encourage the children, they have high self-esteem, social 

relations and argument. Quotation of rice [2] was shown that combination of loving kindness with decisiveness 

in behavior with children caused high responsibility, self-esteem and social adjustment. believed to share 

children in emotional issues, spending time and struggling to the success of children which in turn, the children 

with feeling more security and humility try to do standard behaviors and with regard to the libele and tampson 

[3] theory, this partners spent a lot of energy for training the children and they do not stop loving along with 

acceptanceof children.  

Authoritarian parenting style:  



739                                                            Anise Kamal Ahmady et al, 2015 

Advances in Environmental Biology, 9(3) February 2015, Pages: 738-745 

 biria et al [4] expressed that this children are flexible during moral, emotional and mental issues and they 

believed that own partners are listless. quoted from the boumrindthat authoritarian parents show mandatory 

discipline in parenting and do not benefit from verbal encouragement [5] During this way, parents have 

emphasized to control and obedience of children [1] theory was said that due to inappropriate inhibit, valuing 

the obedience and too much obedient parents, children have lower integrity and autonomy. Rabert and kavanoch 

[6] reported that intense inhibition by parents decreased the decision capacity in children and learning standard 

and appropriate behavior by them was inhibited. Furthermore, decisions for life are based on the needs and 

desires of the parents.Santrak [7] lack of social features, strong communicational skills and initiativecan be 

observed in the behavior of these children and always they compare themselves with others. In addition, 

galambous et al [8] stated that the children of these parents are ostracized by their counterparts. 

 

Careless parenting style:  

 quoted ofboumring, berck [5] was expressed that in this method, parents are friendly and receptive without 

any expect and due to lack of inhibition and interfere in their decisions, these children were indicated 

inappropriate behaviors and immature skills and they have high expectations and dependency Golg [9] was said 

that lack of suitable inhibition by parents causes self-regulation damage in children. According Rabert and 

kavanogreports [6] high degree of freedom and lack of fear in these children are reason for performing 

inappropriate behaviors in which any reason for own behaviors do not express. These children do not find any 

opportunity for learning standard behavior and doing it. Many studies associated with the evaluation of 

communication between parenting styles and moral development in children have been performed.) masen was 

expressed that, the authority of parents and explaining the reasons prohibit the children from the immoral 

activities in which created mutual friendly relationship encourages childrento think without any hostility and 

criticism and so, adjust the understandable talks with moral issues such as honesty, ownership and fight. berck 

expressed that, due to the aggressive approach for resolving conflicts, the children of authoritarian parents 

ostracize by their peers and can not recognize the ethical principles of social customs and usually defect both of 

them. Furthermore, these children without any special help in moral development show long-term impairment 

According to rabert and kavanoch [6] from the comments, the morality of men associated with the aspects of 

happiness, having confidence, love and interest. Bhpajoh expressed which lack of parental affection to their 

children leading to lower commitment with rules and ethics. Gasbricht [10] relied on said that moral judgment 

of girls and women reacts by concerns, interest and their attention while boys and men based on universal 

principles and friendly arguments. 

 In this investigation, despite of the evaluation of parenting styles, also, relationship between mother's 

education level, socio-economicallevelof family and the moral development of children have been investigated. 

A lot of data are in this context. Ahmad vand [11] believes that the mental health of families relies on the social 

and economic situation, clearly. According to geconomic problems, diseases and unsuitable housing result in 

inability of parents to satisfy the needs of children in low socioeconomic class. However, the neglect of parents 

in the middle and/or upper socioeconomic classes is often the result of prosperity [12]Drug addiction, suicide 

and involvement in personal and emotional problemsare considered as the lack of enough time for emotional 

communication between parents and their children. suggests thatin low socioeconomic class, many problems 

associated with protect and nurture of children leads to poor parenting skills for parents [13]. Biria et al ([4] 

economic problems result in causing stress in the family and bad effects on children. Rice [2] that the children 

of low socioeconomic families indicate the lower educational achievement, higher rates of crime and 

delinquency and social problems and sostated that imagination of parents and parenting stylesof them associated 

with their social and economic status and educational level [12] According to Hart and Rayzli (1995), low-

income families with a high socio-economical base makes more chaotic environments by which more violent 

discipline and the negative behavioral effects of children were suggested. Also, according to much research 

corresponding to the relation between number of children and their moral development, some of research denied 

the number of children affects in the moral development.Ahmmadvand [11] stated that discrimination and 

humiliationwere considered as the main problems related on multiplicity of children which these appear as 

inattention, ridicule, cheapen, negligence and assigning the bad title and inappropriate traits in children and so 

the children will gradually feel inability.According to from Rice [2] decreasing the number ofchildren causes the 

better condition for education. Biria et al [4] believe that increasing the membrane of family influences in 

relation between parents and children. Furthermore, performed violent discipline by parents cause the 

decreasing explanation, argument and due to violent control from parents, decreased the friendly relationships. 

Some research believe to the essential influence of the multiplicity of childrenin moral development. Rice [2] 

suggests that parents by positive and negative interactions with children prepare them for providing the suitable 

behaviors in the community.Biria et al [4] stated that after parents, brothers and sisters as alternative players in 

the formation of characters, social and ethical behaviors in children, was considered after parents, specifically 

during ages 2 to 10. Masen [14] brothers and sisters play essential role in children's socialization. The children 

during interaction learn the moral and social behaviors However, obtained results corresponding to mother's 
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education and moral development of childrenhave been increased. According to jening and stage (1991) from 

Rice, the mother's satisfaction of personal and social relations causes the more positive behavior associated with 

children. Rice [2] suggested that parental education and family income decreased in low level of community 

andin these families, the children demonstrate more crime and social problems. Regard to mentioned-results, the 

essential question related on the present study is evaluation of whether three parenting ways (Forcefulness, 

authoritarian and careless parenting ways) associated whit moral development of the fifth grade students. 

In this regard, the following hypothesis are test. 

1- Parenting styles are related to moral development of children. 

2- Parenting styles suggest the moral development of children. 

3- Socio-economic levels of family are related to moral development of children. 

4- Socio-economic levels of family suggest the moral development of children. 

5- Mother's education is related to moral development of children. 

6- Mother's education suggests the moral development of children. 

7- The multiplicity of the children in the family is related to moral development of children. 

8- The multiplicity of the children in the family suggests the moral development of children. 

Operational definitions of variables: 

 In order to resolve ambiguity corresponding to the variables integrity, operational definitions of its 

mentioned. In present investigation, the amount of monthly income in 1385 considered for determining the 

socio-economic levels.. 

 
Social and economic class Family income 

Low Uper than 8000000 rials 

Mean 8000000 – 15000000 rials 

High Upper than 1500000 rials 

 

 And for study of number of children we consider 3 kinds of famly. 

 
code num of child 

1 1 

2 2 

3 More than 2 

 

And for study of mother’s education we consider 3 levels. 

  

code Levels of  mother’s education 

1 Lower of diploma 

2 Diploma 

3 Upper than diploma 

 

Methods: 

 All boy and girl at fifth grade in torbat-e-jam city was considered as statistical society in this investigation 

in which the size of society and all schools was contained 1983 (962 boys and 1021 girls) and 37, respectively. 

Firstly, size of society was calculated (321 people) by mogan and kerjsi formula (khoynejad 1380) and then the 

share of male and female students determined (155 boys and 166 girls with mothers) which in fact, the sample 

size of study was estimated 642 people by cluster random sampling method. 

 

Tools for research: 

 Paternal parenting style scale: this scale designed by Diana boumrid in 1972 containing 30 sentences in 

which 10 sentence related to careless, Forcefulness and authoritarian way, respectively. Answering pattern 

follows the likert scale containing 5 degree.By summing the scores of questions related to each method, 

obtained three separate scores. This questionnaire has been examined in several studies and confirmed its 

reliability. So that reported the reliability of questionnaire by retest procedure for mothers group including 77% 

for careless way, 85% for Forcefulness style and 88% for authoritarian way. He by usingthe diagnostic validity 

also indicated that the mother's autocratic style disagree with relaxation style (-38%) and authoritarian parenting 

(-48%), while the reverse relation between father's tyranny and careless (-50%) and authoritarian (-52%) 

parenting way was shown. Also, tested the reliability of method by assaying a sample with 12 mothers at 1 week 

during the retest procedure and reported the percentage of 69%, 77% and 73% for careless, Forcefulness and 

authoritarian way, respectively. Validity of the test context by 10 psychology and psychiatry experts were 

confirmed and finally, the results of internal and external studies confirmed the reliability and validity of 

parenting questionnaire. 
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Moral development scale (MJT): 

 Last revision in this test was performed by dorgandasinma and mirvarma at 1998. This test simulates a 

general intelligence test with the morality questions in this test as difference. The test for children (ages between 

6-11) is applicable and the 50 question in this test measure the 14 critical value including duty, respect, 

abjuration, cleanliness, generosity, greed, anger, virtue. Lies, revenge, robbery, truthfulness and guilt. The test 

questions are divided into 6 groups. Each question has three options which only one is correct. The final score is 

50 and the validity of the semi-test was determined about 93% by spirmanbrone formula and this viability 

associated with each ages was indicated in table 1: 

 
Table 1: reliability of  half test of  moral development for 3 age groups. 

Reliability indicator Correlation coefficient N Age grop 
/90 

/89 
/92 

/82 

/81 
/86 

100 

100 
100 

6-7 

8-9 
10-11 

 

 The plan of current study is the correlation in which despite of the indexes and descriptive statistics ways, 

the Pearson correlation coefficient, the two-point correlation coefficient and the multivariate regression are used 

for analysis. 

 

Results: 

 Statistical indexes including mean and standard deviation, listed in tables 7،2،3،4،5،6,were determined as 

descriptive results of this investigation 

 
Indicator 

Standard deviation mean percent group 

5/69 34/16 79/43 Authoritarian parenting style 

6/12 28/96 13/70 Forcefulness parenting style 

4/93 24/55 6/85 Careless parenting style 

 
Indicator 

Group percent mean Standard deviation 

Low 43/61 31/25 6/38 

Mean 40/18 32/22 6/27 

High 16/20 35/83 5/31 

 

Group percent mean 
Standard 

deviation 

Lower than diploma 61/68 31/41 6/51 

Diploma 27/72 34/33 5/32 

Higher than diploma 10/59 36/74 5/54 

 
number of children percent Mean Standard deviation 

1 6/32 32/70 6/35 

2 20/87 33/90 6/7 

More than 2 72/89 32/47 6/27 

 

Hypothesis 1: there ia relationship between parenting style and moral development of children 

 

 Authoritarian parenting style Forcefulness parenting style 
Careless parenting 

style 
parenting style 0/28 -0/23 -0/28 

Sig 0/000 0/000 0/000 

N 321 321 321 

Hypothesis 2: parenting styles can predict measure of moral development of children 

 

Regression model, ANOVA, and statistical characteristics of  moral development of children on parenting 

styles. 

 

Model SS DF MS F P R
2
 R SE 

Regression 2619/08 2 1309/54 40/24 0/000 0/45 0/20 5/7 

Residual 10349/1 318 32/54      

Total 12968/17 320       
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 The analysis of variance and the statistical characteristics of Stepwise regression between parenting ways 

and moral development of children results have been provided in table 8.  

 
Variable  B SE T sig 

parenting styles 

B
o
 24/54 1/22 20/18 0/000 

B
1
 5/2 0/93 5/59 0/000 

B
2
 4/41 1/49 2/96 0/003 

 

Effect coefficient of parenting styles on regression: 

 According to results, the observed level of  F (24/40) is meaningful with freedom degrees of 2 (P<0.001) 

and 20% of the variance associated with the moral development of children was determined by the parenting 

way variables(R
2

= 0.45). The variable regression coefficients indicate that parenting ways can significantly 

explain the variance of moral development. 

  Regard to t statistic, the effective factors of the parenting ways was demonstrated in table 9 (b
1

= ،   5.2 b
2

= 

4.41) which this variable, with 99% validity, can predict the changes responsible for the moral development of 

children. 

 
Table 9: Tukey test corresponding to meaningful comparison of moral development averages in different parenting styles at p<         
5%. 

Groups MD P 

Authoritarian parenting style - Careless parenting style 5/20 0/000 
Authoritarian parenting style - Forcefulness parenting style 9/61 0/000 

Careless parenting style - Forcefulness parenting style 4/41 0/000 

 

 The tukey's results corresponding to significant difference in the three groups was indicated that the 

difference in mean of moral development between the parenting way including Forcefulness – authoritarian and 

Forcefulness - careless and authoritarian - careless is significant in the level of P<0.05 (table 9). 

 Hypothesis three: the socio-economic level of family is related to the moral development of children. 

 
Table 10: the tow-point filamentous correlation coefficient between socio-economic levels of family. 

Indicator Social and economic class 

Moral development 0/25 

Sig 0/000 

N 321 

 

 The results in table 10 indicating a positive significant relation (0.25) between moral development of 

children and the socio-economic level of family. 

 The hypothesis four: the socio-economic level of family suggests the moral development of children. 

 The tukey's results corresponding to significant difference in the three groups was indicated that the 

difference in mean of moral development between the socio-economic levels  including low-medium, low-high 

and medium-high is significant in the level of 0.05 and the parenting ways of P<0.05 (table 13). 

 The fifth hypothesis: the mother's education is related to moral development. 

 The results in table 14 indicating a positive significant relation (0.29) between moral development of 

children and the socio-economic level of family. 

 Point biserial correlation  coefficient between mothers education and moral development of children 
Table 11: summary of regression model, analysis of variance and statistical regression characteristics of moral development of  

 children upon the socio-economic levels of family. 

Model SS DF MS F P R
2
 R SE 

Regression 835/99 2 417/99 10/96 0/000 0/25 0/06 

Residual 12132/17 318 381/15     

Total 12968/17 320      

 

 Effect efficiency of social-economic class in regression. 

 
Variable  Indicator  B SE t Sig 

social-economic 

class 

Authoritarian 35/83 0/86 41/83 0/000 

Careless -1/97 0/75 -2/62 0/009 

Forcefulness -2/6 1/01 -2/56 0/01 

 
Indicator mothers education 

moral development 0/29 

Sig 0/000 
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N 321 

 

 The sixth hypothesis: the mother's education suggests the moral development of children. 

 
Table 15: summary of regression model, analysis of variance and statistical regression characteristics of moral development of  

 children upon the mother's education. 

Model SS DF MS F P 
R

2
   

R SE 

Regression 1113/96 2 556/98 14/94 0/000 0/29 0/086 6/1 

Residual 11854/21 318 37/277      

Total  12968/17 320       

 

 Effect coefficient mother's education on regression model. 

 
Variable Indicator B SE t Sig 

social-economic class 

Authoritarian 36/72 1/05 35/08 0/000 

Careless -2/9 0/78 -3/73 0/000 

Forcefulness -2/4 1/23 -1/96 0/041 

 

 The analysis of variance and the statistical characteristics of stepwise regression between mother's 

education and moral development of children results have been provided in table 15. According to results, the 

observed level of  F (14/94) is meaningful with freedom degrees of 2 (P<0.001) and 8% of the variance 

associated with the moral development of children was determined by the variables of socio-economic levels 

(R
2

= 0.29). The variable regression coefficients indicate that parenting ways can significantly explain the 

variance of moral development. Regard to t statistic, the effective factors of the parenting ways was 

demonstrated in table 16 (b
1

= ،   2.9b
2

= 2.4) which this variable, with 99% validity, can predict the changes 

responsible for the moral development of children. 

 
Groups MD P 

Lower than diploma - diploma 2/91 0/000 

Lower than diploma - Diploma 5/32 0/000 

Diploma - Higher than diploma 2/41 0/000 

 

 17: : Tukey test corresponding to meaningful comparison of moral development averages in mother's 

education  at p< 5%. 

 The tukey's results corresponding to significant difference in the three groups was indicated that the 

difference in mean of moral development between educational levels  including lower than diploma- diploma, 

lower than  diploma- higher than diploma and diploma-higher than diploma is statistically significant in the 

level of P<0.05 (table 17). 

 The seventh hypothesis: the multiplicity of the children in the family is related to moral development of 

children. 

 
Number of children 

moral development -0/06 

Sig 0/29 

N 321 

 

 According to table 18, the multiplicity of the children in the family and moral development of children do 

not have any significant relation. 

 

Discussion: 

Several possible explanations for the results are discussed: 

 In forcefulness parenting way, parents have reasonable requests from their children and perform these 

requests by determining restriction and insist on compliance, while with intimacy and affection attend to 

children's idea and encourage them to participate in family decision but they insist on own stance in issues and 

explain their reason for children and they benefit from deciplinary argument and independence and autonomy 

encourage along with restriction and control. The gilrs of these parents are more independent, more dominant 

and more successful and boys show more friendly and responsible behaviors. Usually they are Cheerful, 

confident, powerful, loving and more social and indicate better ethical behaviorsagainst the anti-social 

behaviors. 

 Parents in authoritarian parenting: these parents due to apply the traditional and absolute values, usage of 

low argument and high force, follow the harsh disciplinary method, coercion and intense control along with 

poor emotional relationship. They demand for the implementation of orders without giving any reason and use 
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physical punishment for threatening of children and do not participate them in family decisions. Children of 

these parents are obedient and have aggressive behavior along with the sense of dependence and insecurity. 

They have not any popularity among peers and ignore the criticize and rights of others. They have low self-

esteem and emotional stability. Cowardice, anxiety, dependency, anger and crabbed are the other characteristics 

of these children. 

 Parents with careless parenting style: these parents ignore the specific values and emotional deficiency and 

neglect of important issues such as teaching of social norms and respect for the laws and customs have been 

observed. On the other hand, these parents do not inhibitory effects on the children's behavior and also do not 

expect mature behavior of them. With deciding on various issues alone, disregard the comments of their 

children. These children indicate the lack of academic motivation, immature, impulsive and aggressive behavior, 

timidity and high expectations and also dependency. 

 The statistical results also suggest the positive relation between socio-economic level and moral 

development. 

 This result is consistent with some researchers such as ahmad Hoffman [13] biria et al [4] transportation of 

Rice [2] and Masn [14] For explaining these results could be said that due to decrement of familial socio-

economic level, the family and parents are undergo a lot of stress and sometimes the children have to work for 

covering costs of life. Feed is the main concern of them in which case the relaxation occurs, otherwise, due to 

the pressure, stress, anxiety and worries, the family suffers from instability, insecurity and concern for the 

future. Herein, the many developmental needs of children are ignored. Mostly, these uninhibited children 

quickly enter to the society and by joining in gangs, are engaged to the criminality and ignoring the social 

norms. According to more research, the most delinquency and abnormality can be seen in low social levels. 

 Also, the statistical results was demonstrated the positive relation between mother's education and the moral 

development. 

  This result is consistent with some researchers such as) by Rice [2] Quote of Azaz. For explaining these 

results could be said that parents with low educational level expect absolute obedience from their children and 

ligher rats of crime and social problems show in these children [15] Satisfaction of personal and social relations, 

the more positive maternal behavior, trying to social, moral and physical health of children and usage of 

argument for guiding children are the advantages of higher educational level. 

 In addition, in current study, the statistically significant difference between the multiplicity of the children 

in the family and moral development of children has not been observed, although the correlation coefficient 

between them was negative. Apparently, the multiplicity of the children in the family and moral development of 

children have an inverse relation. 

 Our results are inconsistent with the results of some research including:) Masn [14] and with results of 

some other studies such Ahmadvand [11] Black [5] narrated from Rice [2] and biria, et al [4] are consistent. For 

evaluation of this hypothesis can be said that in one-child families was observed much attention to child and 

often due to excessive attention and protection, parents try to provide all possibilities for their lives and by 

removing the child from failures and waiver of his bad behavior, they foster poor and los child. Prevention of 

the frustration, confrontation with the realities of life and interaction with peers resulted in finding a self-

centered vision in child. In families with two and/or three children, the children learn many ethical norms and 

perform its in interacting with younger or larger sister or brother. The attitudes and interactions can be practical 

opportunity for moral development of children in family. On the other hand, the increment of children can be 

harmful. Because the parents should take time for training the financial and non-financial possibilities (much 

patience, mental health, social support) to control and training of the children. On the other hand, other 

disadvantages of increasing the number of children are the incidence of unpleasant behaviors and the inability of 

parents to inhibit of these persecutions. In general, our results indicat that the parenting styles are associated 

with the moral development of children. The moral development of children in the parents who use the forceful 

parenting way is higher than theparents with authoritative and careless parenting ways and also, the children 

from high socio-economical parents showed a higher moral development and parents with higher level of 

education have children with higher moral development than other parents. 

 The current study has some limitations such as illiteracy and low literacy of studied mothers which in case, 

occurs the problem to read the questionnaire and also the long questionnaire probably has been effective in the 

accuracy of responses. 

 Considered offers in this study were classified as designing the moral developmental questionnaire 

consistent with the culture and true religion of Islam, performance of the family counseling classes by 

educational authorities to inform the parents of parenting styles and the importance of moral development of 

children in having a health life. 

 And also, educational authorities and planners should be aware that the moral development of children 

should be considered from preschool or kindergarten and trained teachers continually teach the moral norms to 

children with using various methods such as storytelling, dialogue and survey and discussion of various issues 



745                                                            Anise Kamal Ahmady et al, 2015 

Advances in Environmental Biology, 9(3) February 2015, Pages: 738-745 

associated with children' life for Child's readiness to face with different situations in the Community. They 

should not brief the educational time to deprive the learning opportunities in children. 
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