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 Fear of crime research has typically focused on „hotspots of crime‟, including 

residential neighborhoods and inner-city zones, as these areas typically possess high 

crime rates. Studies of fear of crime, however, have overlooked the university campus 

while these institutions could benefit from research to reduce fear of crime. This 
research aimed to investigate the influence of routine activities on women‟s fear of 

crime on the USM campus environment. Routine activity theories consider the idea that 

crime is dependent upon the opportunities presented by people‟s everyday activities. 
Therefore, a survey on fear of crime among women (students and staffs) on USM main 

campus was conducted.In this study, routine activity variables are transportation, walk 

alone on campus during the day and walk alone on campus at night.This research 
discovered that respondents exhibit a relatively high fear of crime level. The results 

found relationship between two factors of routine activities (transportation and walk 

alone on campus at night) by the significance values less than 0.05. 
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INTRODUCTION 

 

 “Fear of crime can be described as a “wide range of emotional and practical responses to crime… 

individuals and communities may make” [1]. Fear of crime is a serious problem on university and college 

campuses. As a result of the intrusion of the larger culture, as well as a lack of awareness of students and parents 

about the extent to which crimes actually occur on university campuses, many students have become victims of 

campus crimes [2]. Fear of crime not only impacts a student‟s sense of safety, but also the overall college 

environment and the public‟s views about campus security. In addition, women are more fearful than men, as 

scholars examined in the literature two key issues that lead to higher levels of fear in women: perceived 

vulnerability to crime, and fear of rape [3,4]. Routine activities include formal and informal activities that are 

both prevalent and recurrent [5] and also affect the risk of victimization [6]. Assessments of the likelihood of 

criminal victimization, may lead persons to reconfigure some components of their activity spaces, especially 

those shaped by the voluntary decisions (for example, going out at night rather than by more structured 

arrangements (for example, work, school) [5]. This research aimed to evaluate routine activities influence of the 

fear of crime in women (students and staffs) on USM campus. 

 

Methodology: 
 This study detailed the women‟s demographics, fear of crime, and what they do on USM campus, how 

afraid they are of being a victim of crime on campus. This research is quantitative study by using the structured 

questionnaire. In this study the cases under analysis are women who ply to USM every day that include: 

students and staffs. The data has been processed using Statistical Package of Social Science (SPSS) computer 

software. The preliminary analysis is focused on descriptive statistics mainly frequency distributions and means 

while more rigorous analysis is done by independent sample (T) test and ANOVA techniques. To collect data 

about women‟s fear of crime on campus, researcher distributed the survey within the USM main campus. By 

taking the 250 female respondents as the sample from USM campus, the survey was distributed in a variety of 

classes, including introductory and upper level courses in several different departments, offices, computer labs, 

libraries, hostels and cafeterias. The goal was to get a random sampling of female students and staffs. In this 
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survey, a variety of questions were asked to determine the women‟s level of fear of being the victims of campus 

crimes and to determine the relationship between routine activities and fear of crime. 

 

RESULTS AND DISCUSSIONS 

 

1- Demographic characteristics: 

 Demographic information of respondents reveals that out of 243 respondents, 90.5% were local and 9.5% 

were international. The age distribution shows the age mean equals 24 years. The age group of less than 25 

occupied around 80% of the total sample. The data illustrate the majority of respondents were single (89.3%) 

and 10.7% were married and also shows only 10.3% of the total sample were staff. Regarding current residency 

of respondents, 79% and 21% were living on-campus and off-campus, respectively. 

 

2- Relationship between routine activities variables and fear of crime: 
2.1 Transportation: 

 Totally women on the USM campus use four types of transportation which are walking, riding the bus, 

driving, and riding the motorbike. Of course, some of them have chosen more than one that includes the Table 

2.1.1. 

 
Table 2.1.1:Transportation 

Transportation Mean N Std. Deviation 

Walk 43.8182 44 12.37077 

Bus 44.8553 76 12.50142 

Drive 35.7959 49 17.26989 

Ride motorbike 40.4706 17 13.99606 

More than one case 46.3774 53 11.37850 

Total 42.8326 239 13.90624 

 

 Regarding to table 2.1.2, the Significant value is 0.001. This value is less than .05. It shows that, there is a 

statistically significant difference between the mean of fear of crime for all of women who use different 

transportation. 

 
Table 2.1.2: ANOVA- Transportation. 

 Sum of Squares df Mean Square F Sig. 

Between Groups 3540.705 4 885.176 4.875 .001 

Within Groups 42484.601 234 181.558 

Total 46025.305 238  

 

2.2 Walk alone on campus during the day: 

 Regarding to walking alone on campus during the day, the mean of fear of being the victim of crime among 

women who walk alone on campus during the day (42.4) and those who do not (43.7). In this test, as sig.>0.05, 

conclude that the data does not provide statistically significant evidence of a difference between independent 

group. 

 

2.3Walk alone on campus at night: 

 In terms of walking alone on campus at night, Table 2.3.1 shows the mean of fear of being the victim of 

crime among women who walk alone on campus at night (40.8) and those who do not (43.7). Considering sig 

value (.035) in Table 2-3-2 which is less than .05 means that the variability in two conditions is not the same, 

and therefore the other statistics should be read from the second row in this table. The Sig. (2-Tailed) value is 

0.164. This value is more than .05. Because of this, although Table 2.3.1 revealed that the mean for women who 

do not walk alone on campus at night was greater than the mean for the others, however there is no statistically 

significant difference between the mean of those two groups. 

 
Table 2.3.1: Group Statistics- fear of crime and walking alone on campus at night 

 Do you walk alone at night on campus? N Means Std. Deviation Std. Error Mean 

 
Fear 

No 172 43.7616 13.29363 1.01363 

Yes 66 40.8030 15.04784 1.85226 

 

Table 2.3.2: Independent sample test- fear of crime and walking alone on campus at night. 

 Levene's Test 
for Equality of 

Variances 

t-test for Equality of Means 

F Sig. t df Sig.(2-

tailed) 

Mean 

Difference 

Std Error 

Difference 

95% Confidence 

Interval of the 
Difference 
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Lower Upper 

 

fear 

Equal 

variances 
assumed 

4.475 .035 1.481 236 .140 2.95860 1.998803 -.97765 6.89485 

Equal 

variances not 
assumed 

  1.401 106.142 .164 2.95860 2.11147 -1.22754 7.14473 

 

 In general, routine activities theories consider the idea that crime is dependent upon the opportunities 

presented by people‟s everyday activities [5,7]. Regarding to the type of transportation around campus, the 

research data presented that the level of fear of crime in women is significantly different in terms of types of 

transportation (F (4,234) =4.87, p<0.05), where respondents who drive (M=35.79, SD=17.26) exhibited a lower 

fear of crime when compared to women who ride a bus (M=44.85, SD=12.50) and walk (M=43.81, SD=12.37). 

In general, fear of crime for women who drive on campus were in greatly low level compare to others who 

walk, ride a bus or bike. This finding can be interpreted according to study of Scott (2003)that implies if one 

uses public transportation; a woman‟s routines would place her out in the open, and for longer periods of time 

while waiting for transportation to arrive [8]. Transportation stops are placed along busy corridors which 

increase the potential for becoming a suitable target. Automobiles allow more accessible, and safer modes of 

transportation, as the driver must only be concerned with getting to the car, rather than walking comparatively 

longer distances to bus stops and waiting for the transportation vehicle to arrive. Additionally, although several 

studies have found that women are primarily fearful especially in public places at night due to being victim of 

crime such as sexually assaulted, because they are afraid of being attacked by a stranger [1,5], or being beaten 

on campus through their perceive risk [8], however, current study showed that walking alone on campus at night 

did not disclose a significant difference (t (106.14) =1.40, p<0.05) in fear of crime, even though respondents 

who do not walk alone on campus at night (M=43.76, SD=13.29) explained a higher level of fear of crime in 

comparison to those walk alone on campus at night (M=40.80, SD=15.04). Further, thisstudy indicated there is 

no significant difference in fear of crime considering walking alone on campus during the day (t (236) =728, 

p<0.05), hence this finding disproved Bedenbaugh (2003) who found out that generally walking alone on 

campus during the day is the routine activities variable that is significant [9].  

 

Summary: 

 In this study, the influence of routine activities, including transportation, walk alone on campus during day 

and walk alone on campus at night, was evaluated. This research discovered that respondents exhibit a relatively 

high fear of crime level. The results found that transportation and walk alone on campus at night, show 

significant relationship withfear of crime. This study contributes to the literature by exploring fear of crime from 

the perspective of a unique segment of the population, women. Of course further studies is required to explore 

how one segment of the population, especially one that is in a unique environment, differs or is similar to the 

larger population in its level of fear of crime and what contributes to that fear. Knowing what factors cause 

persons to be afraid or not afraid of being victimized on campuses can provide universities with ideas about how 

to address these fears and make campus users aware that crime on campus is an important issue to be taken 

seriously. 
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