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ABSTRACT
In recent years, cultural landscape has become one of the key products to promote
tourism industry. In tourism development, value and attraction of space are important to
maintain and preserve the natural landscape, cultural beauty, and assets. However,
current community-based tourism needs further attention and strategies due to
challenges in conservation and urbanization. Several issues on cultural and natural
integration have been recognized as internationally significant, where governmental and
non governmental bodies express their concerns on degradation of cultural landscapes.
This paper highlights the factors of place attachment in creating a sense of place and
preserve the cultural landscapes among local communities in community basedtourism.
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INTRODUCTION
People across the world have been driven more seriously towards sustainable development in their daily
lifestyle. In Malaysia, in early 1960’s, degradation on cultural landscape has become worse due to rapid
urbanization and industrialization. According to Worden (2003), tourism industry have inﬂuenced the
transformation of traditional residential landscape settings through renovation and modiﬁcation works of new
houses into tourist attraction. Worden highlighted that traditional villages in several states in Malaysia were
threatened by foreign tourists. The loss of ‘Malayness’ are happening due to tourism development in Malay
village areas. In this case, a lack of understanding on cultural landscape values in Malay culture and lifestyles
has led to the degradation of cultural design of home compounds, and has also inﬂuenced the adoption of
foreign concepts, such as Balinese and English [1]. These issues led to the cultural landscape preservation in
tourism industry in order to control future developments in rural areas.
Cultural landscape idea is still not fully understood by the public. There are a numberof research dealing
with globalization of culture and consumption issues related to cultural landscapes in developing countries. In
recent years, a few studies on cultural landscape have been published in Malaysia, but the number of publication
is very little. In this paper, place attachment factor will be discussed to preserve cultural landscape in tourism
development.
Majority of research on place attachment has focused on rural, scenic, and residential settings. The research
on place attachment is important as it relates the relationships between places and human identity [2], exploring
memories from the past to the future including dreams,wishes and worries [3][4]. There are several factors
which had been suggested in previous studies such as physical size and other characteristics independent of
human perception [5], geographical distance from home [6], sense of place[7], an place-related activities [8] and
environmental attitudes [9], as well as the perceived threat to identity together with the perceived loss of control
over land [10], and associations between environmental value orientations[11]. These studies are related to a
sense of place. This paper reviews the factors of place attachment that can be related to cultural landscape in
creating a ‘sense of place’. Several factors that make rural environment preferred and meaningful places by
community including active use and value, similarity to the familiar, social interactions, and emotional
importance

Corresponding Author: Nor Zarifah Maliki, School of Housing, Building and Planning, Universiti Sains Malaysia
E-mail: zarifah@usm.my

151

Puteri Yuliana bt. Samsudin and Nor Zarifah Maliki, 2015
Advances in Environmental Biology, 9(5) April 2015, Pages: 150-153

Methodology:
Literature review was based on different disciplines including cultural landscape, place attachment,
landscape conservation and environmental geography. Computerised searches were conducted using online
databases from UNESCO, SAGE, Science Direct, JSTOR and Taylor. Cultural landscape, tourism development,
sense of place and place attachment were the keywords to guide this paper. The literature related to this study
were selected to give a reflective understanding about cultural landscape and place attachment. The journals
selected in this paper were published in 1990s to 2013. Previous studies have explained the importance of
natural environment in tourism industry.
Factors of place attachment in creating a sense of place:
1. Active Use and Value:
People may have interest to see a particular place that they identify as the best place for their favourite and
leisure activities [12]. A place may lead to a ‘place dependence’ when a place is repeatedly visited by people.
When the place are visited repeatedly, the appreciation of a place is higher and greater attachment to the place
[13][14]. In this paper, the place refers to the tourism areas which are attractive and can attract local community
to the area. When local community are repeatedly returning to the area, it will encourage other people to visit
the place. This is an important factor to make a place alive and use for several activities such as events and
festivals..
2.Similarity to the Familiar:
A place with a familiarity can increase the strength of attachment [15][16]. Previous studies explain that
people feel more comfortable with the landscape that they grew up in and experience the peacefulness of a
place. Nowadays, people are seeking a place that reduces their stress from working life and feel more at home
[17]. Basically, local communities in villages are more attached to their respective neighborhood as their sense
of identity [18]. Place of origin can also can be a greater attachment when a person migrates to another place in
urban areas. In this paper, tourism industry especially Community-Based tourism offers several activities that
showed the cultural elements and activities. Community-based tourism will encourage local community to
participate in the programme. Hence, local community especially youth will learn and experience the traditional
settings in villages. When a person is displaced or moved to a new environment, their attachment to their
previous environment and home territory may continue or even grow stronger. [19].
3. Social Interactions:
The other factors that influence the place attachment in a place is social interactions. Social interaction is a
social exchange between two or more individuals. In this paper, There is social interactions between local
community and tourists in tourism areas. Recently, majority of studies describe how nature improves
communities, findings that may contribute to place attachment and meanings. Natural elements in a place
contribute a greater neighborhood satisfaction [30]. Cultural landscape has been defined as a landscape that
connects between human and natural environment. In this paper, cultural landscape elements will encourage
local community especially youth to spend more time outside and have a friendship with neighbours and tourists
[20].
4. Emotional Importance:
Emotional factor is one of the most important factors that influence the place attachment in tourism
development. Emotion connects the relationship between individuals and their environment[21]. From the
previous studies about emotional attachment, researchers detect some patterns in emotional response. Adult
remembrance of childhood place can express their memories and emotional connection, including feelings of
love, sadness, pleasure security, and identity [22]. Memories that are fixed in childhood may be a valuable
memories that they will remember in their future [23]. Places with tragedies will also remain in their minds. In
addition, emotional factor is important in creating a sense of place as it concerns about history, cultural heritage,
cultural lifestyle and there is a story behind these activities. It is not a landscape that we can see, it is a way of
seeing and explain it with our mind and assign values to landscape for intangible and spiritual reasons [24].
Discussion:
From the previous studies, concept of cultural landscape and place attachment are closely related. Findings
discuss that place attachment factors are important to preserve the cultural landscape in tourism in creating a
sense of place among local communities. There are several methods, and approaches have been done before in
cultural landscape and place attachment research including qualitative and quantitative methods. Both methods
have strengths and weaknesses to develop landscape studies. There is a need for future study in a mixed method
approach to perceived local community’s perception in Malaysia especially youth, in preserving cultural
landscape in tourism. The different natural settings of community-based tourism in Malaysia such as orchard
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plantation, fishing village and traditional farming will give a better views and understandings on cultural
landscape in tourism industry.
Summary:
Cultural landscape can be considered as one of the most substantial studies in recent years. The study of
cultural landscapes in tourism identifies important use of the concept in tourism areas and how local community
practices in daily lifestyles. The research explores how local community perceived and appreciate their villages
and preserving cultural landscape as a sense of place.. Cultural landscape tourism strategies would help to
ensure the sustainability of culture in tourism activities and create a sense of place in tourism sites. Moreover,
youth's perceptions on cultural landscape tourism should be taken towards sustainable living in tourism sites.
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